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This concentration of Emerson Resuscitators on 
Long Island (east of New York City) is thought 
to be the best protective coverage anywhere in 
the world, for an area of this size— 

about one Emerson to every nine square miles. 
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IS YOUR CITY HERE? 


appeal orabansi Mass. N. Tonawanda, N. Y. 

i City, NI gg? Woodbridge, N.J. San Raphael, Cal. Perth Amboy, N. J. Owosso, Mich. 
mont, N. Y. Toronto, Ohio Caldwell, N. J. Pittsfield, Mass. Springfield, Ohio Camden, N. J. 
Bedford, ‘Mass. Patterson, N. J. Oneida, WN. Y. Fitchburg, Mass. Hillsboro, Cal. Gloucester, N. J. Ft. Crook, Neb. 


Fla. Lansdale, Pa. Somers, N. Y. Hudson Falls, N. Y. Maplewood, N. J. Franklin Lakes, N.J. York,Pa. Simsbury, Conn. 
N. J. Fairfax, Va. Bethlehem, Pa. Union, N. J. North Adams, Mass. Tonis River, N. J. Tiffin, Ohio High Bridge, N. J 


lin, Conn. Milford Cenn. Pearl River, N.Y. So. Windsor, Conn. Oswego, N. Y. Ravenna, Ohio Livingston, N.J. Chatham, Mass. Brielle, N. J 
tesville, Pa. Meridian, Miss. San Mateo, Cal. Petersburg, Va. Wilmington, N.C. Montclair, N.J. Mamaroneck, N.Y. Birmingham, Mich. 


wport, R. |. Wildwood, N. J. Weymouth, Mass. W. Springfield, Mass. Dunellen, N. J. Swarthmore, Pa. Hayward, Wis. Westminster, Md 
line, Mass. Kerman, Cal. Midland, Ohio West Bend, Wis. Belmont, Cal. Kutztown, Pa. Mountain View, Cal. Hawthorne, Cal. 


gl these cities 
have complete or partially - complete 
Civil Defense Warning Systems 


Pecans aber Air Raid Sirens! 


Don’t be misled! Officials in these cities recognize potential 
danger—they have chosen Federal superior sirens. Be ready, 


but be right! Specify Federal! 
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We Salute 
the New Arrivals! 


> 


* HE other day the Continental Village 
Fire Department was “born.” An 
historic name for a fire organization, 

located in historic Putnam County, N. Y. 


® There's no particular reason for sing- 
ling out this newcomer to the Fire Service, 
except to point out the fact that scarcely 
a day passes but what a new fire depart- 
ment comes into being, somewhere in 
these United States. And incidentally, 
although several hundred such depart- 
ments are “born” annually, you never 
hear of a fire department disbanding and 
going out of business! 


® To all these neophytes of the Fire 
Service and their eager, enthusiastic 
members, a salute, and our best wishes 
for “successful fire fighting.” 


® We remind all you “probies” that every 
going fire department in our nation had 
to make a start sometime. And few of 
them had the opportunity to be launched 
under such favorable conditions as are 
found by these “Continental Village” fire 
forces. You gentlemen can build upon the 
experience and knowledge of your prede- 
cessors. You have at your command a 
wealth of fire control facilities beyond 
the dreams of even the most visionary 
fire fighters of yesteryears. And you have 
at your call the continuing story of how 
those facilities are being employed in the 
great fight against fire, right here in the 
pages of the magazine you are reading! 
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2 FIRE FIGHTERS in 





rr 


Two-fisted firepower with 
JOHN BEAN HPV Fire Fighters 


G” TWICE the fire protection from one truck, with the 
sensational John Bean HPV Fire Fighter that delivers 
approved full volume plus high-pressure fog. Two independ- 
ent pumps, which can be operated separately or together, 
make the HPV truly two fire fighters in one. 

You can hit fires fast and hard with John Bean true, high- 
pressure fog. Carrying 600 gallons of water, the HPV is 
always ready for instant action upon arrival at a fire. Where 
street mains, ponds, or other outside sources of water are 
available, you can add the slugging firepower of Underwriters’- 
approved volume streams. 

Protect your community with John Bean Two-Fisted fire- 
power. Write today and get the facts about the NEW John 
Bean Fire Fighters. 


NEW Volume Pumps Deliver Underwriters’-approved 
Streams at 500 GPM, 600 GPM, or 750 GPM 


eTrouble-free Operation 
e Foolproof Automatic Priming 
® Long-life, Water-cooled Gear Case 


® Simplified Pump Maintenance 


John Bean Division J QO 4 Nj 5 FA Ni John Bean Division 
Dept. 126 - 409 Julian Street 


TWO-FISTED FIRE FIGHTERS 


Can be mounted on most standard truck chassis 


Lansing 4, Michigan 





San Jose, California 


A PRODUCT OF FOOD MACHINERY AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION 
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That's no place for a hose to blow 


B. F. Goodrich end protection adds years to hose life 


OSE blowouts can injure firemen, 

cause delays that may turn a small 

fire into a holocaust. But now the 

threat of hose failure can be reduced 

by using B. F. Goodrich Fire King fire 

hose. Here’s why BFG Fire King lasts 
longer, is safer to use: 

End protection— Fire King has the 
exclusive patented B. F. Goodrich end 
protection—an extra ply of hard woven 
cords extending 12” from the coupling. 
Adds 100% more strength to coupling 
area. Not one single length of B. F. 
Goodrich fire hose.with end protection 
has ever failed in the coupling area. 

Stronger reinforcing cord—A new 
chemically produced fiber makes pos- 
sible stronger, lighter fire hose. It is 
now used as “filler cord” in B. F. Good- 
tich Fire King hose. These cords go 


around the hose, carry the load under 
pressure, and are not affected by water 
or mildew, mild acids or alkalies. 


Stands higher pressures—In actual 
service tests, Fire King fire hose—with 
the new cord—was found to be 50% 
stronger than standard hose. Every 
length of Fire King fire hose is tested 
to 600 pounds pressure. 


Lighter, more flexible—Fire King 
cord is lighter, more flexible than ordi- 
nary fire hose cord. Hose is easier to 
handle, takes up less space than ordi- 
nary fire hose. An additional 200 feet 
of Fire King hose can be racked on a 
standard truck bed. And Fire King 
hose is 12 to 15% lighter than standard 
fire hose which is tested to only 400 
pounds pressure. 


Fire King combines all the features 
of the highest grade B. F. Goodrich fire 
hose plus this brand new feature—Fire 
King reinforcing cord. The result is a 
premium double jacket fire hose 50% 
stronger, 12 to 15% lighter, yet only 
slightly higher in cost. It is available 
in both 114” and 214” sizes. 

Departments looking for ways to 
lower hose costs by getting hose that 
lasts longer should write for the name 
of nearest BFG Fire Hose Distributor. 
The B.F.Goodrich Company, Indus- 
trial & General Products Division, 
Akron, Ohio. 


B.E Goodrich 





FogFOAM is discharged directly into flames, smothéring fire in seconds. 


Plane Crash Fire Controlled 


in Seconds 
... With Rockwood-equipped fire truck 


When Pratt & Whitney Aircraft division of United Aircraft Corporation decided 
to design a really outstanding fire truck, they turned to Rockwood for the special 
fire-fighting equipment needed. The result? A mobile unit that controls aircraft 
crash fires in seconds. 

Two Rockwood FogFOAM Turret Nozzles mounted over the driver’s cab are 
unique features of the unit. They discharge huge quantities of FOAM or FogFOAM 
into the fire, smothering flaming gasoline and blanketing wreckage. The Rockwood 
FOAM flows freely at sub-zero temperatures, clings to metal surfaces as an insulator, 
can be easily washed away after fire is put out. 

If crash fires occur, the truck can speed directly to the scene . . . reaching 
any corner of a 650-acre flying field in one minute. Test fires have been controlled in 
less than 30 seconds! 

Similar equipment is used for fighting gasoline spill fires on city streets, 
refineries, industrial plants, etc. 

Get the Complete Facts! Rockwood’s contribution to the Pratt & Whitney 
Aircraft truck is but one of many successful applications of Rockwood fire-fighting 
equipment. All types of equipment to combat all types of fires are available at 
Rockwood # or made to individual requirements. For complete details, send for 
your copy of our new illustrated catalog. 


Scewor ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER CO. 


54 HARLOW ST., WORCESTER 5, MASS. 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


% 


ROCKWOOD Type FFF FogFOAM 
Turret Nozzle can be manually op- 
erated from roof of cab. Other types 
of Rockwood Turrets can be hy- 
draulically operated from within cab. 


Provides 4 different types of dis- 
charge: FogFOAM, solid FOAM 
stream, WaterFOG, and solid water 
stream. 


ROCKWOOD Under Truck Nozzles 
and Ground Sweep Nozzles protect 
front and under parts of fire trucks. 
Also puts out fires in path of truck. 
Discharges FogFOAM or WaterFOG. 


ROCKWOOD Hand Lines utilize 
Rockwood SG Type Nozzles. They 
discharge High Velocity WaterFOC, 
FogFOAM, Solid FOAM Stream and 
Straight Water Stream and are avail- 
able in 1” sizes only. 
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ALL-WEATHER FIRE HOSE 


WATER REPELLENT 
MILDEW RESISTANT 
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FIRE PROTECTION ELMIRA-NEW YORK:U.S.A. 
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Mayor Vincent Impellitteri tries out G-E 2-way radio in reservoir patrol jeep. Standing by are 
Seymour N. Siegel, center, director of CD communications, and Water Commissioner Dominick 
F. Paduano. Mobile patrol provides anti-sabotage protection of city’s water supply. 


KEY RADIO SYSTEM 


for New York Civil Defense Network 


INSTALLED BY GENERAL ELECTRIC 


Reservoir Patrol in Radio Jeeps 40 kc channels, but in the event of 
Guards Against Sabotage, future channel-splitting by FCC, the - 
city’s equipment can be adapted 
Protects City’s Water Supply readily to the new conditions. Transi- Radio patrol covers 1000 square miles of vital 
tion components have already been watershed area. Patrolman at jeep radio talks 


instantly to points as far away as 40 miles, de- 


ORKING closely with civil de- supplied by General Electric. pending on terrain. Signal is clear, dependable. 


fense officials, General Electric Your communication problems are ; 
communication engineers have de- the concern of General Electric’s 
signed and installed a flexible radio CAS*. It’s a valuable service to mu- 
system which can be expanded easily nicipalities of any size. Call the G-E 
to cover more municipal defense re- office near you for details,or write us: 
quirements at any time. The mobile General Electric Co.; Section 5952, 
radio units operate on the assigned Electronics Park, Syracuse, N. Y. 


*Communications Advisory Service 


GENERAL @@ ELECTRIC 





© at Stas aati 
G-E transmitter and remote control units equip 9 
land stations. In event of enemy attack, system 
Property owners will benefit from radio patrol’s daily reports, designed to speed repair work can be operated from any one of several emer- 
of city’s water department. G-E radiéd equipment is being installed in 15 additional repair trucks. gency locations in the metropolitan area. 
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WARD LAFRANCE pumpers 


..- for Peabody, Mass. 





PEABODY, MASS. — a great industrial 
and residential city — is one of the fastest- 
growing communities in the Bay State thanks 
to its accessibility to main highways and rail- 
roads. Like so many cities, this New England 
community relies on Ward LaFrance for fire 
protection. 


The reason is simple. Through the years, Ward 
LaFrance Pumpers have demonstrated their 
ability to perform under a wide range of con- 


ditions. These sturdy pumpers come with en- 
gines in 130, 150, 200 or 240 H.P. — deliver 
the weight-to-horsepower ratio so necessary 
for quick get-aways and climbing hills. 


Every Ward LaFrance Pumper features a 
Waterous split housing pump — surplus gal- 
lonage that far exceeds rated capacity — flat 
horizontal booster tank — exceptional hose 
capacity — and other equally famous features. 


FREE BULLETIN There's a new bulletin that 
gives full details on Ward LaFrance Fire Ap- 
paratus. Send for it today! 


New England Agent: 1. A. Ballou, Jr. 
Dover & Allerton Avenue 
East Providence 14, R. I. 


WARD LAFRANCE 


TRUCK CORPORATION 
Fire Apparatus Manufacturers for over 30 Years 


GENERAL OFFICE & FACTORY: Grand Central Avenue, 

Elmira, N.Y. 

Tel. 5171 

139th Street & Bruckner Blvd., 

New York 54, N.Y. 

Tel. CY press 2-3300 

EXPORT: Ward LaFrance International, Inc., 
Elmira, N.Y., U.S.A. 
Cable Address: ““WARDTRUCK” 


DIRECT FACTORY BRANCH: 
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This Avon, South Dakota, Community Tanker, equipped 
with Hannay Hose Reel, was made by the Luverne Fire 
Apparatus Company, Luverne, Minnesota. 





The continuing and increasing approval of Hannay 
Hose Reels by leading manufacturers and major fire 
departments is sound evidence of their superiority. 
Progressive fire officials, of large municipal depart- 
ments and volunteer companies alike, know that when 
the going is tough there’s no time for mechanical 
upsets .. . and that HANNAY Hose Reels can always 
be depended upon to do their part of the job. Atten- 
tion to details makes for perfection. Specifying 
HANNAY Hose Reels is a detail that warrants your 
fullest consideration. 


Ask Your Supplier or Write for Full Details 


wANNay 


HOSE REELS 


CLIFFORD B. HANNAY & SON, Inc 
w « 
ESTerio, New YO® 





MANUFACTURERS OF MANUAL AND POWER OPERATED HOSE REELS FOR EVERY PURPOSE 
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Originator and world’s principal producer of automatic resuscitators 











* These O GREAT FIRE PUMPS 


are built to give your community the 
best fire protection at minimum cost 





Choosing fire apparatus built around one of 
these three famous Barton-American pumps will 
assure you the best in fire protection with max- 
imum effectiveness for every equipment dollar. 
Proof of superior performance is found in the 
records of dozens of apparatus manufacturers 
and thousands of fire departments using these 
American-Marsh pumps. Back of these perform- 
ance records are skill in design and workman- 
ship .. . and painstaking quality control . . . 
developed through many years of specialized 
experience in fire pump manufacture. 





DMA — Duplex Multistage Centrifugal Fire 
Pump. The only midship pump having two inde- 
pendent pumps housed in a single unit giving three 
pressure and volume selections: large capacity at 
normal pressure . . . normal high pressure with high 
pressure impeller operating...and pressures to 
400 Ibs. with both impellers. Impellers are inde- 
pendently shafted and geared. One-point lubrication. 
Bulletin 8733. 





AMERICAN -MARSH PUMPS 


BATTLE CREEK MICHIGAN 









U.S.A. 


Conadian Apparatus Plant: 
American-Marsh Pumps (Canada) Ltd 
Stratford, Ontario, Canada 





Hut 


“THY 


UA Gear Driven, Front-Mounted Fire Pump. 
Front-mount leaves entire chassis for big water sup- 
ply tank and permits close approach to water source. 
Delivers large capacity hose streams and high pres- 
sure fog. Fights grass or brush fires “on the go”. 
Bulletin 8330. 


DMB — Duplex Four-Stage Fire Pump. Provides 
up to 850 Ibs. pressure, with adequate capacity for 
simultaneous use of two fog guns and 142” or 2.” 
lines. You can select any one of six different capa- 
city-pressure characteristics, operating with one, 
two, three, or four stages. Has same construction 
features as the DMA plus two additional stages. 
Bulletin 8734. 


All Units Meet Full Underwriters’ Requirements 
for Capacity and Pressure 
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| DUO FIRE LADDERS 








...and a companion 
ladder in wood 


SERIES 200 


Popular solid side ladders 
now being used by hun- 
dreds of fire depart- 
ments. Select Douglas 
Fir rails and rungs of 
second growth hickory. 
Equipped with highest 
quality fittings. Avail- 
able in 200 (2-section), 
225 (3-section), 250 
(Wall Ladder), 275 
(Roof Ladder). In all 
standard sizes and 
can be built to 
specifications. 





DUO-SAFETY LADDER CORP. 


809-11 NINTH ST., OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN 
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Detroit, the motor capitol of the world with its bil- 
Ij e lions of dollars of vital production facilities, depends 
upon Seagrave for fire protection. 

V4 MPO Seagrave has been manufacturing fire apparatus for 
seventy-one years. It has been seventy-one years of 
proof that Seagrave can always be depended upon to 
deliver the maximum of efficient operation when the 


4h!) & sa 'y) a telegraph flashes “Fire”. That is why hundreds and 
\ \ I \ ( | \ \ I hundreds of American cities again and again specify 
‘ b 4k j \ d Seagrave. 


THE SEAGRAVE CORPORATION 






Seagrave Apparatus Is Powered 
With Seagrave Built V-12 Engines 


THE GREATEST NAME IN FIRE APPARATUS 
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Factory 


Refinery 
Street & 
Sewer 
Service 








s bil- "Endustrial fire protection service needs a hose that will withstand 
pends hard usage under severe conditions. AMERICAN BRAND neo- 
= fel prene-covered fire hose meets this need and requires no care. It 
os a is American’s famous AMERICAN BRAND Industrial Fire 
on to Hose encased in a special wear resistant neoprene cover. 
n the AMERICAN BRAND neoprene covered hose is not af- 
— fected by oil, acid, gasoline, sunlight, mold or rot. It can 


be used for washdowns where ordinary hose would not 

stand up. If you need a fire hose for conditions too 

severe for ordinary cotton jacketed hose investigate 
American's AMERICAN BRAND. 





Send for a 


SAMPLE ; if 


RUBBER MANUFACTURING CO. 


1145 Pork Avenue 
Factory & General Offices Oakland 8, California 
Phone: Olympic 2-0800 

















SEATTLE, Smith Tower, Phone: SEneca 1727 

PORTLAND, Dekum Building, Phone: CApito! 1708 
Branch Off asd SAN FRANCISCO, 7 Front St., Phone: SUtter 1-6068 

LOS ANGELES, 71) E. Gage Ave., Phone: ADams 1-9279 





AR-15 
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FERS GAMEWELL 
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M anita, the capital city of the Philip- 

pines, first installed a Gamewell fire 
THEN alarm system in 1903. 

This system, from time to time extended 
ULL DOW 


oui with Gamewell equipment, was com- 
L 


pletely destroyed during the recent war. 


After more than 40 years experience, 
Manila again purchased a complete 
fire alarm system consisting of a 38 
circuit central station, 14 fire station 
alarm and recording equipments, and 
600 fire alarm boxes. The new system 
has recently been placed in operation, 


THE GAMEWELL COMPANY 


NEWTON UPPER FALLS 64, MASSACHUSETTS 
In Canada: Northern Electric Co., Ltd., Belleville, Ontario 


qnace Magy 
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With the Editor 


To quote the British publica- 
tion “Fire,” Great Britain is 
now suffering the after-effects 
of what many in its Fire Service consider an ill- 
conceived and lightly embarked upon policy of 
l.ondon’s Fire Brigade Committee to force the pub- 
lic, and particularly the poorer members of it, to 
rely on the public telephone for the transmission 
of fire calls by discarding public fire alarm street 
boxes. 


False Alarm 
Fallacies 


It may not be generally known in this country 
that the City of London dismantled and sold to 
Manchester, England, what was termed “the best 
fire alarm equipment in Britain,” largely because 
of the number of false alarms transmitted from the 
street fire alarm signal stations. The action was 
not engendered within the city’s fire service, it is 
said ; it apparently started outside and attacked the 
fire brigades committees and their principal techni- 
cal advisers with considerable virulence. 


Removal of the closed circuit fire alarm system 
placed a heavy burden on the telephone which, in 
all British cities except Hull, is a monopoly of the 
GPO (Government Post Office). Now instead 
of having the corner fire alarm box with its direct 
connection with the fire service, citizens are ex- 
pected to seek the nearest street kiosk, and use 
its public telephone. If the kiosk is busy at the 
moment, as not infrequently happens, the person 
desiring to transmit an alarm of fire is supposed 
to hunt up the next nearest kiosk or find a tele- 
phone in some business or dwelling. 


Certain borough councils now look askance at 
the substitution of telephones for fire alarm signal 
stations. A member of the Oldham Council states 
“Street fire alarms are strategically sited; public 
telephone kiosks are erected where, in the opinion 
of post office engineers, they will earn a maximum 


of revenue.” And the Editor of “Fire” adds: 
“quite right, the GPO doesn’t care two hoots 
about saving life and property from fire; that is 


not its business ; but it is the business of the modern 
fire brigade.” 


\nother writer in “Fire” concludes with this: 
“Where is this mania (substitution of telephone 
for fire alarm box) leading us? The GPO now 
states that of the more than 500,000 people waiting 
to have telephones installed, only 100,000 will be 
lucky enough to become subscribers during the 
current year. . . . In fact, the GPO is already 
telling some subscribers in the metropolitan (Lon- 
don) area that if they do not consent to their 
present line being converted into a party-line they 
will lose it altogether. Here in Richmond (Eng- 
land) there has been a canvas recently to see what 
private subscribers are prepared to allow their tele- 
phones to be used after sunset for the purpose of 
calling the fire brigade now that the closed-circuit 
street fire alarm boxes are being removed by Surrey 
County Council. One can imagine . . . the effect 
of such a request on many of the elderly roy gp 
especially widows and spinsters Never so 
short a space of time has the hollowness oy any 
pretense of rendering aid to the general public 
particularly the poor living in densely inhabitated 
areas—been so clearly exposed. The mania has 
benefitted none. Instead it has only caused fear to 
arise where heretofore, because of the street fire 
alarms, workers slept in peace; it has increased 
the fire hazards and also the fire losses.” 


It might be well for those civil officials, and the 
few members of our fire service, in this country 
who advocate the elimination of the street fire 
alarm system because it is wrongly used to trans- 
mit false alarms, to ponder the case of Britain 
and our own already overloaded telephone facili- 
ties, excellent as is our government-free telephone 
service. 


That the false alarm evil is a headache and 
danger no one denies. But have we really and 
truly explored all the possibilities for correcting 
this trouble ? 
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Seven Killed as Open Stairways 
Spread Fire in Los Angeles Hotel 


’ 
Neary all 


ments are faced 


hre depart- 
problem ot 


municipal 
with the 


By PAUL C. DITZEL 


even extend to the 
The partitions, only as high as 


ing which did not 
ceiling. 


alarm system of its own and onl 
through a skeleton staff is notification 


the transient hotel Such hotels are a tall man, resulted in a five foot air of the fire department and alerting 9 
located in the downtown or high value space extending from the front of the hotel guests possible. , 

district of most cities and present a hotel to the rear. This permitted rapid The typical transient hotel finds its 
great life hazard problem as well as one spread of fire and smoke if even so _ guests arriving late at night and check. 
of fire control and extinguishment. much as a minor mattress fire started. ing out early in the day. Thus the 


[Transient hotels cater mostly to men 
Cheap nightly rates attract many down 
and-outers, most of them alcoholics. In 
other types of hotel or fires, 
the persons who find sur- 


residence 
themselves 


As in other hotel fire risks, the tran- 
sient who rents a dollar-a-night room 
frequently falls asleep or into a drunken 
stupor while holding a burning cigaret. 

The transient hotel, located in the 





problem of rescue of sleeping guests js 
multiplied. 

The transient rents his dollar-a-night 
room after he has filled himself with 
liquor and then has only enough money 








rounded by smoke and fire usually are high value district, generally is an old lett to buy himself a bed, the cheapest 
able to reason a method of escape building and often converted to tran possible, for the night. 
But in the transient hotel, the person sient use from past occupancy of an Moreover, many transients who don't Early 
whose mind is clouded by alcohol 1s entirely different sort. Modern fire laws, have the money for a cheap hotel bed 4 the 
unable to help himself escape and pre often not retroactive when enacted, fre- slip into the hotel through low-hang- —_ 
sents an additional fire problem in a quently are unable to compel the owner ing fire escapes and fire exit doors. . 
fast spreading, mushrooming blaze. or manager of the transient hotel to en- heir pals often help them by lowering Hipp 
Moreover, outside construction of close stairways and take other steps to fire escapes and blocking fire exit doors lhe 
these hotels, while usually brick or make his establishment more fire resis- open when the manager is not looking. histo 
some other fire resistant material, con tant. City councils are notably unwill- Consequently, managers of transient _— 
tains highly combustible material in- ing to make fire and building laws hotels frequently wire or lock the fire the 
side. Hallways, stairways and escapes retroactive because of the high cost oi escape extensions from the second floor rh 
frequently are cluttered with rubbish or reconstructing the fire hazardous build- level to the ground and often bolt and baser 
other objects which hinder rescue work ing Pressure from real estate and nail fire exit doors shut. had 
and impede escape other interests also lulls the council into Persistent efforts, often on a spot ™ OCS"! 
Thin. highly flammable partitions laxity in enactment of legislation. surprise check, of fire prevention  in- build 
often subdivide rooms so more tran- The record of serious fires in tran- spectors to force hotel managers to keep sepal 
sients can be accommodated. In one _ sient hotels shows a consistent delay in fire exits unlocked and fire escapes free 
Chicago transient hotel, this corre the notification of the fire department. meet compliance while the fire inspector ance 
spondent noted thin plywood partition The typical transient hotel has no fire’ is at the hotel. Ten minutes after the jeadi 
hre inspector leaves the manager re- leadi 
verts to the fire hazardous situation the | 
found by the inspector. — 
The “It Can’t Happen Here” attitude deep. 
of the average transient hotel manager § . Fo 
is a hard one with which to contend. =o 
Fire department records of high loss § S'S“ 
of life in transient hotel fires also show mrt 
that the most severe fires in occupancies ; 
of this nature occur in the early morn-§ 2" 
ing hours when the hotel is filled. are 
Nearly all of these ingredients for a wed 
major disaster were present early in the mes 
morning of Tuesday, Match 25, 1952, build 
in a Los Angeles transient hotel. Onl wide 
the quick and heroic work of well- Pruc 
trained firemen, especially aerial lad- ders. 
der crews, prevented what could have and 
been Los Angeles’ greatest disaster. ered 
At 2:47 A.M., the Westlake alarm pick 
office, the central alarm office of the At t 
city’s four signal offices, received a tele- End. 
phone report of fire in the St. George§ “4S 
Hotel at 115 East Third Street. Or 
The location is in the downtown set- with 
tion of Los Angeles and near the heart 
of the city’s extensive skid row area stre 
The city’s Civic Center, housing thef ™3t 
municipal, state and federal office build- all t 
ings, also is located nearby. of fi 
City councilmen, who three years agof 7™™ 
opposed Chief Alderson’s request fot * 
Los Angeles Fire Department Photo city legislation to help prevent transient wy 
This dramatic photo shows what first-arriving firemen found when they pulled up to a Los hotel fires, could practically look from 45 
Angeles transient hotel early March 25. Dense smoke poured from top floor windows and their council chambers and see the 5t _— 
windows at the rear on other floors. Note the hotel quests sitting on the window ledges await- George Hotel. s ‘ fio. 
ing rescue. Excellent truck work by firemen using the Big Stick picked the guests from their The hotel is typical of transient ho ae 
dangerous perches. Flames jab into the early morning darkness from the rear fire escape exit. tcls. It’s history goes back to the early aay 
This photo was taken by Fireman Cecil Lynch who responded with the first alarm equipment. days of vaudeville in J.os Angeles wheq * 
In between assisting fellow firemen in rescue work, Fireman Lynch found time to shoot action it was a favorite stopping place fof the 
photos like this one. actors and actresses who played at th@ he 
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Los Angeles Fire Department Photo 


Early action photo taken by.Fire Department Photographer Cecil Lynch. The engine company 
in the foreground is coming in on the first alarm and the men on the rear are preparing to 
drag line off the back. Captain of rig points to where the men are going to take their line. 


Hippodrome and Orpheum theaters. 
The same hotel was the scene of an 
historic fire 40 years ago when six per- 
sons died when flames flashed through 
the structure. 

The building is six stories high with 
basement and of britk construction. It 


had 100 rooms, most of which were 
occupied by at least one person. The 
building had no sprinkler system nor 
separate fire alarm system. 

\ fire escape extended from the 
second floor to the sixth floor in the 
rear with a hand-cranked extension 
leading from the second floor level to 
the ground. The St. George was ap- 


proximately 60 feet wide and 150 feet 
deep. 

Fortunately, exposures were placed 
in such a manner that aerial ladder 
crews were able to get their equipment 
in a good position for rescue work. 

The front of the building faced South 
on Third Street To the North, the 
fire escape side, was a_ six-foot-wide 
alley, across from which was the Harris 
Hardware Company, a two store brick 
building. To the East was an unusually 
wide alley which enabled laddermen of 
Truck 24 to raise bangors and other lad 


ders. On the West was a parking lot 
and alley into which Truck 4 maneuv- 
ered and with its 100 foot metal aerial 


picked people off their window perches 
At the rear of the parking lot was the 
Enderle Hardware Company. The blaze 


was confined to the St. George Hotel. 
On the first floor of the St. George, 
with an entrance on third Street. was 


Ben’s Clothing Store at 119 East Third 


Street. The manager of the store esti 
mated damage to his store at $2,000, 
all from smoke and water. No estimate 
of fire damage to the St. George was 
immediately made by fire officials 

\ spiral uncarpeted stairway ran 
down from all six floors in the rear of 
the hotel. Another stairway, this one 
carpeted, was located in the center of 
the building and extended up to all 


floors. Neither of the stairways was 
enclosed, permitting rapid spread of the 
fire upward from the third floor, where 
the fire originated, to all upper floors 
where most of the dead were found 


A working enclosed elevator was in 
the center of the building, adjacent to 
the center stairway. Through the work 
of a Yaqui Indian who lived in the 
building, the elevator was put in ser- 
vice and assisted many in fleeing. 


As in many hotel fires, few of the 
seven victims showed any actual fire 
burns. Five of the dead suffocated, one 


leaped or fell to instant death in the 
East side alley. The seventh died the 
following day from third degree burns. 
All of the dead were men. 

30th of the occupants of Room 312, 
where the fire started, died. Cause of 
the fire is generally believed to be a 
cigaret. Both men who occupied Room 
312 died before police and fire depart- 
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ment arson squad investigators could 
question them. 

Apparatus due to respond to the first 
alarm was still busy overhauling the 
remains of an earlier blaze on nearby 
Broadway. The initial assignment dis- 
patched by Westlake had occupied 
quarters of the companies at the Broad- 
way fire. 

Three engines, two trucks, a salvage 
company, Squad 23, and Wilbur Bryan, 
Acting Chief of the First Battalion, re- 
sponded. 

First arriving companies found flames 
coming from all windows at the rear 


of the top floor and from the third 
floor rear window on the East side 
where the fire started. 


All engine companies stretched lines 
while the two first alarm ladder com- 
panies began picking trapped persons 
from their perches on window ledges. 

One of the first firemen on the scene 
was Cecil Lynch, assigned to the fire 
department’s photography and publicity 
department. Fireman Lynch was re- 
turning from a major fire at the Bel-Air 
Country Club when he followed first 


alarm companies to the hotel fire. The 
St. George fire was the city’s third 
major fire in six hours. 

Fireman Lynch assisted fellow fire- 


men in raising ladders and in-between 
snapped photos of the firemen at work. 
Lynch reportedly gave directions to 
three policemen and between the four 
of them raised a bangor ladder, no 
small feat for one fireman and three 
policemen, the latter totally unfamiliar 
with fire department equipment. 

Six minutes after the first alarm, 
Squad 23 radioed Westlake for two 
ambulances. The Georgia Street Re- 
ceiving Hospital sent two of their 
ambulances to the scene. 

At 2:55 A.M., eight minutes after the 
first alarm, Acting Chief Bryan radioed 
for an additional engine company and 
another truck. 

Third Division Chief Herbert M. Mel- 





Guests await rescue from burning hotel. A fireman goes up an extension ladder to help 
guests of the St. George Hotel to safety in the fire that took eight lives. Man in window 
just above fireman was badly burned. 
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vin, one of the dapartment’s top combat 
chiefs, arrived after and radioed 
for two additional truck companies. He 
followed this call six minutes later with 
one tor two more pumpers. 


soon 


At 3:09 A.M., Division Chief Melvin 
called for Rescue 3 when the need for 
additional inhalator equipment became 


apparent. Chief Alderson later marked 
the fire a third alarm, a rarity in Los 
Angeles 

Bodies of the dead and injured and 
overcome were brought to the hotei 
lobby where firemen worked over them 
with their resuscitation equipment. 

Che flash fire was quickly brought 
under control but the dense smoke 
which spread up the open stairways 


Six bodies lay in the 
One other man was 
to die 12 hours later. One of the bodies 
was badly broken from a plunge from 
a top floor window. ‘Ten additional per- 
were hospitalized Many more 
were affected by the smoke but did not 
rejuire hospitalization 

Chis Fire ENGINEERING correspondent 
was assigned to the fire by his wire ser 


had taken its toll 
lobby of the hotel. 


sons 


vice city editor shortly after it became 
apparent there would be a high loss ot 
lite Thanks to the co-operation oj 


Captains Claude Conlan and Hans An- 
derson of the photography and publicity 
department, many points of interest as 
far as the fire service is concerned, were 
pointed out 
When the fire hotel 


was discovered, 


guests grabbed for a house fireline, an 
inch and a half affair, mounted on a 
second floor wall Their tug at the 
line ripped the rotted hose in two at 
the butt leading from the standpipe 
Another hose on the third floor was 
burned through betore it could be put 


in operation 
a hand 


[he fire escape extension, 
cranked affair, leading from the second 
floor to the ground level at the rear ot 


the hotel, was securely wired and locked 
with what appeared to be hay baling 


wire 


A guest of the St. George Hotel starts down a fire department ladder to safety. Directly 
below him a woman is screaming to be saved. Another guest at upper right awaits his turn. 


Corridors on all floors above the 
second showed severe blistering toward 
the top of the wall and along the ceil- 
ing, indicating the terrific amount of 
heat that had been built up from the 
mushrooming fire. 

30th as FirE ENGINEERING correspon- 
dent and reporter for a wire service 
covering the spot story, the writer 
sought out the night clerk of the hotel. 
He told the writer the first indication 
of fire came when someone yelled down 
to him from an upper floor that there 
was a fire on the third floor. The night 


clerk said he could even. then smell 
smoke. He estimated the time at about 
2:35 A.M. 


Instead of telephoning the fire depart- 
ment from his desk at the hotel switch- 
board, he took the elevator to the third 
floor. 

“I saw the door to Room 312 
two or three inches and flames 
shooting around the edge of it. I ran 
down the hall shouting, ‘Fire!’ and | 
pounded on doors. Then I went to the 
fourth floor and did the same thing. 
Next I ran back downstairs and tele- 
phoned all other rooms that had tele- 
Then I called the fire depart- 


open 
were 


phones. 
ment.” 

he night clerk said he estimated the 
time between discovery of the fire and 
the time he telephoned the department 
was several minutes. The alarm office 
logged the first call at 2:47 A.M., about 
12 minutes after the night clerk said 
he learned of the fire 

Deputy Fire Chief F. H. Rothermel, 
who was named by Chief Alderson to 
head a four man board of inquiry into 
the fire, said: 

“Our units were at the scene and in 
operation three minutes after the alarm 
was received. 

“At least 10 minutes had elapsed be- 
tween the time the fire was discovered 
and the time it was reported to us. The 


room clerk said he went to the third 
and fourth floors, running along the 
halls and awakening occupants of the 





FIRE ENGINEERING 


rooms, before he returned to his desk 
and called the fire department.” 

Without the delay in notifying the 
fire department, Chief Rothermel said 
the fire might well have been merely a 
one room mattress blaze, controllabl: 
with handpumps. 





Los Angeles Fire Department Pha 
This is what the fire exit door at the foot of 
the rear stairway looked like. The bolt was 
closed and nailed. Note the padlock above 
the door. 


A check of the exit door leading to 

the rear floor stairway showed that the 
aoor was bolted shut and several nails 
further secured it. ‘he door couid have 
been opened but in the frenzy and panic 
accompanying a fire of this magnitude 
and in the choking smoke, it is problem- 
atical whether the tleeing guests would 
have been able to operate it. 
_ The St. George, a Class C type build- 
ing, Was partialiy reconstructed after 
the 1912 fire. Ine hotel has approxi- 
mately 5,000 square feet ot floor are 
and outside walls .were of brick and 
from 12 to 24 inches thick. The rooi 
was of a composition material on wood 
sheathing with wood joists. A concealed 
roof space, about six feet deep, formed 
a suspended ceiling on the sixth floor. 
The space was vacant except tor elec- 
trical wiring and water pipes. There 
were no hre stops in this root space. 

Floors of the building were wood on 
wood joists except for concrete in the 
basement. Ceilings were mainly of wood 
lath and plaster except for metal on the 
first floor lobby and open finish*in the 
basement. There was considerable com- 
bustible material in the hallways. This 
material consisted of carpeted wood 
floors, wood lath, and plaster on wood 
studs and joists, painted walls, wooden 
doors and trim. Wood fire exit doors 
led to the fire escape in the rear. 

All 100 rooms were occupied at the 
time of the fire and approximately 55 
to 60 per cent of them were rented on 
a_ weekly basis. The rest were over- 
night guests. Many wine and liquor 
bottles were seen in the various rooms, 
indicating considerable drinking 
done in the place. 

One of the hotel patrons said at least 
two other small fires occurred within 
the past six months in the hotel. Neither 
of them required fire department assis- 
tance. One of these fires was said to 
have been caused by smoking in bed. 

Surplus furniture, including small 
tables, mattresses and bedsprings were 
found on nearly all landings. 

Chief John H. Alderson and Deputy 
Chief Rothermel agreed, however, that 
the unprotected vertical stairway in the 
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rear was the chief cause of the high loss 
of life’ and the other fire violations 


played a relatively minor role as a cause 
of casualties. 

Vater supply in the area was good. 
Mains in the vicinity are chiefly 12 and 
16 inches, supplied by a good gridiron 






° 
Los Angeles Fire Department Photo 


View of second floor fire escape located at 
the rear of the hotel. Extension cranks down 
to ground level, but the handle was wired shut 
apparently to prevent transients from stealing 
into the hotel without paying the customary 
dollar a night rate. Chief Alderson said, how- 
ever, that wired fire escape did not materially 
contribute to loss of life. 


system and under a normal static pres- 
sure of approximately 66 pounds. 

The National Board of Underwriters 
in December, 1946, made tests indicat- 
ing an available fow from this system 


of 18,100 gpm at 20 pounds residual 
pressure. 
The Los Angeles Weather Bureau 


Station reported the temperature at the 
time of the fire was 53 degrees, humid- 
ity 81 per cent and wind five m.p.h. 
from the South. 

Total response of fire apparatus was 
six pumpers, five ladder trucks, one 
squad, one rescue squad and one utility 
wagon. 

Fire officials said it would be difficult 
to say how many times the St. George 
Hotel had been inspected. Fire inspec- 
tors frequently check these transient 
hotels and only when a major fire or 
life hazard is present do they order 
immediate on-the-spot compliance. In 
other cases they are given a period of 
time to correct infractions. 

[he last time a report was written 
against the hotel was in July, 1950, 
when the management was ordered to 
put an identifying plate on an exterior 
standpipe on the east side of the build- 
ing. The report also ordered the man- 
agement to re-rack an inside fireline 
which was dragging along the floor in 
the basement. 

Fire violations are the rule in this 
type of occupancy and it an exceptional 
instance when fire inspectors do not 
find at least a minor infraction of the 
law. Surprise spot checks at midnight 
of the city’s Skid Row area hotels have 
resulted in the fire department coming 
away with as many as two or three 
lozen locks removed from fire exits. 

The St. George Hotel showed a per- 
fect example of the mushrooming effect 
in the rapid spread of fire and smoke, 
Chief Rothermel said 





The St. George was “tailor-made-for- 
death,” he added. With Chief Rother- 
mel on the four man board of inquiry, 
an internal operation of the fire depart- 
ment, was Headquarters Assistant Chiet 
Frank Winkler, Division Chief W. H. 
Augustine and Fire Prevention Chief 
Ethan Wilson. 

They went to the scene, accompanied 
by a draftsman, who made a detailed 
scale drawing ot each floor of the hotel, 
noting rooms and items pointed out by 
the investigators who studied the fire. 
The blaze made 30 rooms of the hotel 
uninhabitable but the management 
maintained business-as-usual the same 
day in ‘the remainder of the hotel. 

The fire made salvage operations im- 
possible. A large portion of the sixth 
floor, including the underside of the 
roof, was badly damaged. Extensive 
damage was done to the north end oi 
the fitth and third floors and moderate 
damage to the north end of the fourth 
floor. Floors below the third escaped 
fire damage but were damaged by 
water. 

Identification of dead was made diffi- 
cult by the lack of cards or other 
identifying material on the bodies. 
Police and hotel officials lined up sur- 
vivors in the lobby and made a room 
by room checkoff. 

Chief Alderson said the fire depart- 
ment makes regular inspections of 
transient hotels. In addition, the de- 
partment has a roving team of investi- 
gators who arrive unannounced at 
hotels and go through them to inspect 
for fire law compliance and efficiency 
of fire-fighting equipment on the prem- 
ises. 

“But we are operating under a severe 


handicap in cases such as these. We 
have had instances of discovering fire 
exit doors nailed shut. The manage- 


ment is immediately ordered to remove 
the obstruction and in nearly every case 
the order is complied with on the spot. 

“Ten minutes after the inspector 
leaves, the violation is often repeated, 
doors nailed shut and fire escape ladders 
wired so they are not accessible from 
the ground,” Chief Alderson said. 

The Los Angeles Fire Department 
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has campaigned unsuccessfully for years 


to have vertical shafts, such as open 
stairways and open elevator shafts, 
made illegal by city legislation. The 


stairway at the rear of the St. George 
Hotel was open and caused the almost 
lightning like spread of the blaze. 





Los Angeles Fire Department Photo 


Rotted hotel fire hose ripped apart from con- 
nection when excited hotel guest grabbed line 
to fight fire, which started on the third floor 
of the St. George. Fire inspectors check hose 
during inspection visits by grabbing the hose 
a short distance from the base and giving it 
a sharp tug. Leaking water valves and brass 
metal polish speed rotting of hose at this point. 


The fire began in a room directly 
across the hall from the stairway. The 
stairway formed a chimney’ which 


spread the fire upward where it mush- 
roomed out on all floors, from the third 
to the sixth. 

The City Council, however, has de- 
nied Chief Alderson the legislation he 
asked. Only three years ago, the City 
Council voted down an ordinance to out- 
law open vertical stairways. 

(Continued on page 387) 





Los Angeles Fire Department Photo 


View of one of the cluttered stair landings in 4#e St. George Hotel fire. Note the bed 

standards (left) and the charred mattress springs (right) which helped spread the fire up 

unprotected stairways extending from the first to the sixth floor. Firemen found nearly all 
landings cluttered with furniture. 





Fire Service Ladders 
and Their Use—Part XXIV 


Ladder Evolutions: Using Fire Department Roof Ladders 





By ROI B. WOOLLEY 


Editor's Note: The author gratefully made in the following sizes: 8 ft., 10 ft., Water Tank Fire Apparatus: One 1@ 

acknowledges the cooperation of the 12 ft., 16 ft. 18 ft. and 20 ft. How- foot ladder with folding hooks. f 

Committee on Firemen’s Training, Fire ever, odd sizes, such as 15 ft. have been Aerial Ladders: One 20-foot singlg 

Department Instructors Conference, reported. The most generally used ladder with folding roof hooks; one 1@ 

Richard E. Vernor, Chairman, for much lengths are 12 ft. and 16 ft. foot single ladder with folding roaf 

of the material upon which this Chap- The Recommended Specifications for hooks. 

ter is based. The photographs were Motor Fire Apparatus include: The same equipment holds true fof 

taken by H. F. Rothery of the District Basic Equipment: Pumper Appara- quadruple combinations. 

of Columbia, Fire Department. tus: One 14-foot ladder with folding However, manufacturers generally 
hooks. supply the lengths and types of laddet 


Tre roof, or hook ladder, as many 


preter to call it, has many uses, some 
of which were described in earlier in 
stalln.ents of this series (August, 1950, 
















sed in 
jo gray 


Chap. IV). Some firemen term this lad pbjects 
der the most versatile of all wall type se is 
ladders. However that may be, no bulkhe 
treatise on fire service ladders would © mig 
be complete without mention of it. ing th 

As illustrations show, this ladder is ight, i 
usually the wood beam, or rail type the me 
There are aluminum and, we _ undet sudder 
stand, magnesium roof ladders made, ookec 
but thus far they are not widely used pulling 
Some truss wood roof ladders als» have The: 
been constructed, but this type does not e hat 
normally lend itself to roof application but la 


except where the truss construction is 
such as to permit the ladder to lay flat 
on any surface. (Some types of trussed 


ilitate 
The 








arry 

ladders having one flat rail can be used Fig. 1 
as roof ladders by placing the flat beam of the 
underneath In this application, the grasps 
other rail and truss permit a good hand the ce 
hold, and help to serve as guides to hold (the v 
a hose line on the ladder.) tip of 
Roof ladders are for the most part when 
lifts u 

under 

equipment ordered by respective fire free a 

departments. The pumpers to be de- fin Fis 


livered through the Federal Office of Jforwai 
Civil Defense are reported to be the tiy 
equipped with a 16-foot roof ladder, fas the 
with adjustable hooks. struct 

Note: A number of fire departments J highet 
have reported the use of extension rool fingly 
ladders to Fire ENGINEERING. The prac- fing tl 


tice is not at all general, however. the he 
The weight of present-day wood roof f erable 
ladders are reported as follows: ladder 


12-foot, 40 Ibs.; 15-foot, 46 Ibs.; 16-foot, Jin the 
48 Ibs.; 18-foot, 50 Ibs.; 20-foot, 53 Ibs rear, 
As the name implies, the primary pur- J may ; 
pose of this ladder is for roof operations. § obstac 
Nevertheless, the strong, metal adjust- In 
able hooks with which this ladder is § consic 
equipped, broaden its use materially. § before 
In extreme situations the ‘hook’ ladder § aloft. 
may be used for saving life in lieu of Ext 
scaling ladders. It has proven invalu- § releas 
able as an impromptu cellar pipe, or § may 
pipe extension, or holder. A pipe and § rustec 
line can be fastened to it and the ladder J not v 
and pipe hooked to an entranceway of § the h 
roof cornice, or parapet, where it can § wrist 
be operated unattended. iniuri 
The hooks permit the ladder to be The 
Openi: 
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ised in smoky or other dangerous areas, 
io grapple lines, window ledges or othe 


pbjects. One specially advantageous 
mse is in the removal of skylights or 
bulkheads where such operations would 
ow might, endanger the men. By hook- 
ing the ladder to the edge of the sky- 
light, it may be pulled over, or off, while 
the men remain safe from backdraft o1 
sudden burst of gas and flame. The 
hooked end has proved practicable fot 
pulling up shingles. 

These ladders can for the most part 
ye handled on the ground by one man, 


mut ladder and roof operations are ta 
tilitated where two men are available. 
The one man shoulder pickup and 


arry is shown in Figs. 1 and 2. In 
Fig. 1 the man faces the heel or butt 
of the ladder, laid flat on the ground, 
grasps the ladder about the rung below 
the center of the ladder, palm forward 
{the weight of the hooks will drop the 
tip of theladder as it is raised), and 
when in position, with knees bent, he 
ifts up with arms and knees, pivoting 
under and around the ladder, to pass his 
free arm through the ladder, as shown 
in Fig. 2. The hook-end is now the 
forward end and its weight has dropped 
the tip down, which position is regarded 
as the safest for this carry. Some in- 
structors prefer to have the hook-end 
ligher than the man, i.e.: pointed slant- 
ingly upward. This is possible by pass- 
ing the arm through one rung nearer 
the hook-end. In either case, it is pref- 
erable to have the hooked part of the 
ladder forward, rather than in the reat 
in the carry. Where hooks are in the 
even though folded down, they 
may snag when passing brush or othe: 
obstacle. 

In operating with this ladder, it is 
considered advisable to open the hooks 
before attempting to carry the ladder 
aloft. 

Extreme care should be exercised in 
releasing and opening out the hooks. It 
may be found that the springs have 
rusted, or become fouled, hence they do 
not work freely. Attempts to pound 
the hook with the heel or palm of the 
wrist or hand have resulted in painful 
iniuries. 

The generally accepted procedure for 
opening hooks (one-man operation) is 


rear, 


to brace the ladder on one beam, ove: 
one knee, as shown in Fig. 3, holding 
the other beam against the chest, with 
head bent over the ladder. The lower 
hook should be opened first, turning the 
hook away from the body. If the opera- 
tor is left-handed, the position shown in 
Fig. 3 can be reversed. 

It is hardly necessary to point out 
at this juncture that springs and catches 
of all hook ladders should be kept in 
smooth working condition. This means 


regular inspection and operation, with 
suitable lubrication after each operation. 
A common failing is to permit paint or 
varnish used in covering these ladders 





to accumulate in the springs. In fact, 
many departments make a practice ot 
painting the hook end of this laddei 


white (as is ctfstomary marking for tops 
of all ladders), but fail to clean off the 
springs and hooks. Hook points should 
also be kept pointed and clean. 

With hooks opened and set, the lad- 
der may be carried to its roof position 
over another ladder by one or two men, 
depending upon the number available 
These operations are shown in Figs. 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 

Figs. 4, 5 and 6 illustrate the one- 
man operation. The roof ladder is car 
ried on the shoulder, as shown in Fig. 4, 
slanted slightly the ladder that 
is being ascended, to permit the carrier 


across 
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free use of both arms. Hooks are turned 
out, or away from the rail of the main 


ladder. 

In this illustration, the large ladder 
has been raised with fly under, or 
toward the building. With the ladder 


raised with fly over, or away from the 
building, some instructors believe there 
is less chance of the operator missing 
his footing as he climbs and reaches the 
end of the main section. The former 
position prevents a man from ‘sliding’ 
the ladder (straddling the beams with 
legs and arms) should a rapid descent 
be necessary. 

Carrying the roof ladder, as shown, 
permits it to be cast off should an 
emergency require it. It should be 
noted that no poles or tormentors are 
shown on the main ladder. If a longer 
ladder is used, and one with poles or 


tormentors, care must be taken (par 
ticularly at night) to see that the 
hooked end does not foul the tor- 


mentors. 
Having reached about face level with 
the eaves of the root which is to re- 


ceive the roof ladder, the operator takes 
(locking the leg on the 


a firm leglock 





side away from that on which he m- 


tends to raise his roof ladder), and 
slides his hooked ladder up over the 
eaves until it is at least better than 
midway on the roof. He then turns 
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down, so 
Some 


the ladder over, o1 that the 
hooks are instructors 


recommend turning the ladder 


below 


over as 


soon as the operator removes it trom 
his shoulder This will depend upon 
how he has been carrying the ladder, 
and the degree to which he has control 
of it, after he turns it over. Care must 
be taken in making the shift not to (1) 
let the ladder get away from him, and 
(2) not to get off-balance bn the main 
ladder 

Once the roof ladder is safely on the 


roof, hooks down, the operator can then 
shove it along on its hooks until it can 
be engaged with the _ ridgepole If 








necessary for the man to gain further 
leverage on his roof ladder in order to 
engage the hooked ends, he can climb 
his main ladder a few additional rungs 
If this is insufficient, he can step off 
onto the roof, maintaining firm hold of 
the top of the big ladder with one hand 
while he shoves the hook ladder up- 
ward with the other. A two-handed 
grip is better than one. As soon as he 


is ready to mount the roof ladder, he 
should take a two-hand-hold. Fig. 6. 

Note In all these operations it is 
absolutely essential that the main lad- 


der be supported and heeled. . The criti- 
cal point comes when the operator steps 
from the large ladder to the roof ladder, 
or onto the roof, to further move the 
smaller one. If the roof or the cornice 
is slippery, or there is a high wind 
blowing, great care must be exercised to 
prevent the ladders “getting away” from 
the operators 

[The two-man operation is somewhat 
similar, except that after opening hooks 
on the ground, the first man carries his 
arm through at about the second rung, 
maintaining his grip on the top rung, 
as shown, hooks away from him, while 


the second man shoulders the ladder 
between the fourth and fifth rung (lo- 
cation of the men depend somewhat 


upon the length of the roof ladder, and 
the conditions under which the ladder 
must be carried and placed). 

Teamwork in climbing helps this op- 
eration. Once the top man has the point 
of his hook and ladder over the eaves, 
both men take leg locks, and the second 


man assists in sliding up the roof 
ladder onto the roof (aided by the 
uppermost man). With the first few 
feet of the roof ladder safely on the 
roof, the ladder may then be turned, 
hooks down and if the upper man can- 
not advance it and secure it, both men 


may exert effort as in Fig. 9. It should 
be pointed out that this final operation 
as pictured calls for a secure main lad- 
der instructors (and we are in- 
clined to go along with them) insist 
that under these conditions, the top man 
secure the ladder with hand (or 


Some 


one 
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suitable rope tool or other means jf 
available), and that most of the shoy- 
ing be done by the No. 2 man. 

Still another method of operatiig 





with two men (or more) where tie 
‘roof eaves are no higher than the length 
of the roof ladder to be used, is to gt 


\ 
’ mr A\ yt 
i" AN 


” 


the roof ladder raised against the eaves, 
alongside the main ladder, hooks in, of 
over the roof. Then for both men to 
lift up on the ladder, holding the rungs 
at about the middle, the lower man 
moving the butt out, as necessary te 
facilitate sliding the beams over the 
eaves. This method may be followed 
where for any reason it is not advisabk 
to attempt to carry the shorter ladder 
up and over, as shown. 

The final step is to see that the roof 
ladder is securely hooked. 





Novel Method of Controlling Oil 
Tank Fires 


Oil tank fires that usually rage for 
hours, causing heavy property damage 
and sometimes loss of life, may possibly 
be controlled in a few seconds by a new 
method, Socony-Vacuum Oil Co. re- 
ported recently. 

The method, devised by J. L. Ris 
inger, Socony’s safety supervisor, is ele- 
mentary. 

It consists of agitating the product 
by injecting a small quantity of air at 
low pressure into the low areas of the 
tank. The air agitates the oil, bringing 
cooler amounts of the tank’s contents 
to the surface in waves. These waves 
spread over the burning area, reducing 
the temperature of the oil surface and 
cutting down the vapors on which the 
flames are feeding. 

In tests conducted by Socony at its 
Olean, N. Y., refinery, a tank containing 
100,000 gallons of flaming kerosene was 
extinguished in five seconds. Another 
tank holding blazing crude oil was con- 
trolled in forty-five seconds and then 
completely extinguished by firemen ap- 
plying foam at close range in an addi- 
tional five minutes. 
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Industrial Fire Fighting 


Part 4 of a Series 


By W. E. ROSSNAGEL 


Fire Protection Engineer 


IV—Extinguishers (Coutinued ) 


Vaporizing Liquid Extinguisher, Stored Pressure Type, 
1 Quart Size (Fig. 7) 
For use on small Class “B” and Class “C” fires. Time 


of discharge about 30 seconds. 

Carry to the fire, raise handle with 
right hand to break the seal, or pull 
locking pin, press valve button with 
thumb, and direct stream as before in- 
dicated. The several makes are oper- 
ated in slightly different manner. 








Vaporizing Liquid Extinguisher, 
Pump Type, 1 Quart Size (Fig. 8) 

For use on small Class “B” and 
Class “C” fires, and possibly very 
small Class “A” fires. Time of dis- 
charge is dependent upon the oper- 
ator, but should be about 34 minute. 

Grasp the handle of the extin- 
guisher in the right hand, place the 
left hand on the body of the extin- 
; guisher with the Ist and 2nd fingers 
at either side of the discharge nozzle, twist the handle to 
unlock it, then operate the pump handle using quick, short 
strokes. 

Use the same as the 1 gallon size. 
may be deadly if inhaled. 

















Fig. 7 


Fig. 8 


Remember the fumes 


Carbon-dioxide Type Extinguisher, 15 lb. Size (Fig. 9) 
For use on Class “B” and Class “C” fires, and possibly on 
small Class “A” fires which are in loose material such as 
paper, excelsior, etc. Time of discharge about 25 seconds. 
Carry to the scene of the 


— 
— fire, set down, remove the 
\ discharge horn by holding 


the handle in the right hand 

and prying it out of the clip, 

remove the locking pin, pick 

up the extinguisher in the 

left hand and pull the trig- 
ger with the finger. 

Walk towards the fire, 
sweeping the discharge back 
| and forth across the burning 

material. The discharge 
W- akes a loud roar; so don’t 
. : makes a loud roar; 
Fig. 9 Fig. 10 be startled. 


—— 


Carbon-dioxide Type Extinguisher, 24%, 4, 5 and 6 Lb. Size 
(Fig. 10) 
For use on very small Class “B” and Class “C” fires. 
Time of discharge about 15 seconds. 
Grasp the handle of the extinguisher in the right hand, 
raise the horn to the horizontal position, aim at the fire, and 


pull the trigger with the forefinger. 


Standard Size Hand-portable Dry Chemical Extinguisher, 
CO, Cartridge Type 

All Dry Chemical extinguishers are effective on Class “B” 
and Class “C” fires. They will also quickly knock down the 
flames, but probably will »not extinguish Class “A” fires 


except incipient fires in loose material such as excelsior, 
waste paper, ctc. 

IT IS MOST IMPORTANT THAT DRY CHEMI- 
CAL NEVER BE DISPENSED MANUALLY FROM 
BULK CONTAINERS OR FROM SHAKERS, TUBES, 
ETC. 

Dry chemical should only be used in extinguishers which 
are labeled and inspected by Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc. 

The technique for using all Dry Chemical extinguishers is 
to momentarily aim the nozzle at the hottest flames, and to 
shoot one quick shot of powder to provide a curtain of pow- 
der to absorb the heat of the flames. Then advance toward 
the fire, sweeping the discharged cloud of powder right and 
left across the burning liquid to get the greatest coverage. 

SAFETY First—20, 25 anp 30 Le. Sizes (Fig. 11). 
Carry to the scene of the fire, set it down, pull out the lock- 
ing pin, twist the valve wheel in the cap of the extinguisher 
to the left, grasp the hose nozzle in the right hand, pick up 
the extinguisher with the left hand, squeeze the nozzle valve, 
and advance into the fire. Effective discharge time is about 
16 to 18 seconds. 


| | 
ae 


Fig. 11 Fig. 12 Fig. 13 
























































AnsuL (Fig. 12). Carry to the scene, set it down, pull 
out the locking pin, press down on the lever on top of the 
extinguisher, grasp the nozzle in the right hand, pick up the 
extinguisher with the left hand, squeeze the nozzle valve, and 
advance into the fire. Discharge time about 16 to 18 seconds. 

C-O-Two—20 anp 30 Ls. Sizes (Fig. 13). Carry to the 
scene, remove the locking clip, grasp the hose nozzle in the 
right hand, lay the extinguisher on its side, pick it up by the 
bottom handle, bump it on the floor or ground, squeeze the 
nozzle valve, and advance into the fire. Discharge time about 
16 to 18 seconds. 

KippE—20 anv 30 Lx. Sizes (Fig. 14). Carry to the fire, 
pull out the locking pin, grasp the hose nozzle in the right 
hand, pick up the extinguisher with the left hand and pull the 
trigger with the left index finger, and advance into the fire. 
Discharge time about 16 to 18 seconds. 

Atrco—25 Ls. Size (Fig. 15). Carry to the scene, set it 
down, remove the locking pin, grasp the nozzle in the right 
hand, pick up the extinguisher with the left hand, press down 
on the lever with the left thumb, squeeze the nozzle valve, 
and advance into the fire. 

GENERAL QuIcK-AIp—20 Lp. Size (Fig. 16). Carry to 
the fire, set it down, pull out the locking pin, press down on 
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Fig. 14 Fig. 15 


Fig. 16 


the lever at the top of the extinguisher, grasp the hose nozzle 
in the right hand, pick up the extinguisher with the left hand, 
squeeze the nozzle valve and advance into the fire. 


\LL-out—10 anp 15 Lr. Sizes (Fig. 17). Carry to the fire, 
set it down, open the cartridge valve by turning it to the left, 
pick up the extinguisher with the left hand and the hose 
nozzle with the right hand, squeeze the nozzle valve, and 


advance into the fire 




















el 


Fig. 17 Fig. 18 
Standard Sise Hand-portable Dry Chemical Extinguisher, 
Pressurized Type. 


SAFETY First (Sare-T-Meter) 15, 20, 25 anp 30 Les. 
Sizes (Fig. 18). Carry to the fire, set it down, lift the lock- 
ing lever, aim the hose nozzle at the fire, pick up the extin- 
guisher, and squeeze the handle grip, and advance into the 
fire. Discharge time about 16 to 18 seconds. 


Small Size Dry Chemical Extinguishers, CO, 
7 ype. 


Cartridge 


SAFETY First—5, 74% anv 10 Ls. Sizes (Fig. 19). Carry 
to the scene of the fire, pull out the locking pin, twist the 
valve wheel in the cap of the extinguisher to the left to pres- 
surize the powder chamber, aim the nozzle at the fire, and 
squeeze the nozzle valve. Discharge time about 10 to 15 
seconds. 


C-O-Two—4 Ls. Size (Fig. 20). Take from the bracket 
by grasping the bottom handle with the left hand (carrying 
the extinguisher upside-down), remove the locking clip, 
grasp the hose nozzle in the right hand, bump the extin- 
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guisher on the floor or ground, and squeeze the nozzle valve. 
Discharge time about 10 to 12 seconds. 

AnsuL—4 Lp. Size (Fig. 21). Grasp the extinguisher ia 
the left hand (with the fingers around the body under the 
handle), remove the locking pin, press down on the lever, 
grasp the hose nozzle in the right hand, and rotate the nozzle 
valve. (Make sure the nozzle valve is closed before remov- 
ing the locking pin.) 





























hecncinaaaal 


Fig. 19 Fig. 20 


Fig. 21 


Fig. 22 


If the extinguisher has no hose, grasp the extinguisher in 
the right hand (as described above), open the valve at the 
bottom of the extinguisher with the left hand, but be sure to 
keep the extinguisher upright. Discharge time about 10 
seconds. 


Small Size Dry Chemical Extinguisher, Pressurized Type. 


SAFETY First (SAFE-T-METER)—2!4 AND 4 Lp. Sizes 
(Fig. 22). Grasp handle in right hand, lift locking lever, 
then squeeze handle grip and direct powder onto surface of 
burning liquid. Time of discharge about 10 seconds. 


Wheeled Dry Chemical Extinguisher, Nitrogen Cylinder 
Type. 


Various MAkEes—150 to 350 Ls. Sizes (Fig. 23). Wheel 
the extinguisher to the scene of the fire, open the valve at the 
top of the nitrogen cylinder, remove the locking pin, open 
the valve on the powder chamber, uncoil the hose, open the 
hose nozzle to the straight stream position, and advance into 
the fire. Use the fan shape nozzle for close range only. Dis- 
charge time about 1 to 134 minutes. 








Fig. 23 


Fig. 24 

Wheeled Dry Chemical Extinguisher, Pressurized Type. 
Sarety First—150 anv 300 Ls. Sizes (Fig. 24). Wheel 

the extinguisher to the scene of the fire, remove the locking 

pin, open the cylinder valve by turning hand crank a full 

turn, uncoil the hose, open the hose nozzle to the straight 

stream or wide angle discharge, and advance into the fire. 

Do no tilt the extinguisher while discharging it. 

Automatic Vaporizing Liquid Extinguisher Unit (Fig. 25) 


This is a bomb-shaped vessel guspended by a hook fron 
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valve -_ ‘i , , ‘ <a tire or 
the ceiling of the room to be pro- of the wood or the start of a Class “A” fire. This may not 
mem tected. The unit contains one gal- be true if dry sand, soapstone or some other extinguishing 
oy he lon of either chlorobromomethane agents are used. 
er the §@ - strac ride. ; : res- : ie wee ; 
lever or carbon tetrachloride, and is pres Servicing Extinguishers. 
surized by carbon dioxide. On the i eer 
nozzle unit is a sprinkler head which In order that all fire extinguishers may be in condition for 
emov: opens automatically in event of fire instant use, it is necessary that they be checked or re-serviced 
and sprays the liquid into the air periodically. 2 8 : : : 
to form a blanketing gas. Units Soda-acid, Anti-freeze, Foam and Loaded Stream extin- 
should be spaced not more than guishers should be discharged annually, thoroughly cleaned 
8 feet apart, in both directions, and inside and outside, and re-charged, as per the instructions on 
one unit is required for each 700 the extinguisher label, with materials procured from the 
cu. ft. of room volume. manufacturer or a reputable dealer. 
" Fig. 25 The pressure type Vaporizing Liquid extinguisher is 
N ° ° - - . - ° 
“A checked by noting the pressure and, if provided with a sight 
=— . : ° ‘ . nn 
. baal glass, the amount of liquid in the uniz. The hand-pumped 
Vagnestwm Extinguisher. ae oe ai oe aS . 
type is tested for contents by shaking it. Also, at least once 
For use only on small fires in magnesium lathe chips, bor- a year the pump handle should be “freed” by discharging a 
} ings, grinding dust, etc. Warning: do not use standard spoonful or so of the liquid. 
| extinguishers on magnesium fires for they will all increase CO, extinguishers should be weighed semi-annually (with 
the rate of burning, and may cause a violent explosion. or without the discharge hose and nozzle, as per instruc- 
| Under no condition allow water or moisture in any form tions ), and if the weight indicates a loss of 10% or more of 
to come into contact with burning magnesium. the contents, the unit should be returned to the manufacturer, 
J g 
With a short stick, or some tool, separate the burning servicing dealer, or a liquid carbonic company for refilling 
I s g g. 
22 chips from those not yet ignited, and push them into a com- Dry Chemic al extinguishers of the cartridge type should 
pact pile. Then with the stick (or better yet, a toy rake) be checked annually. Remove the CO, cartridge and weigh 
ler in fistir the special extinguishing powder sparingly into the it on a postal scale. If the gross weight is less than that 
it the § burning chips, apply more powder, stir, add more powder, stamped on the cartridge, replace it by a new cartridge. 
ire to @etc. For a pile of chips, about 1 quart solid-measure, which Fluff up the powder when putting in the new cartridge. 
ut 10 is burning violently, a small quantity of the special powder Dry Chemical extinguishers of the stored pressure type 
can completely extinguish the fire in about one minute. require only the observation of the pressure gauge. If the 
1 While a magnesium chip fire on a wood floor will char the pointer is in the green area, the extinguisher is ready for 
he - ° . ° e.e ¢ 
YP€- Ff wood, the use of this special powder should prevent ignition use. 
. —_ Chapter V on the selection of extinguishers for some typical fires will appear in the June issue. 
ever, ° 
ce OI 
inder Safety Hints for Baby Sitters extent baby sitting” is prevalent among could take over in an emergency 
children of elementary school age. This until patents come home.) 

As the nation’s fire service should information has been requested so that 3. Floor plan of home or the known 
heel know, the International Association of guides for safe practices could be given whereabouts of the doors and exits 
th Fire Chiefs, aided by the National to all such ‘individuals. The schools of the house. : ; 

t the Board of Fire Underwriters, the Na- have cooperated by making a quick 4. Know the controls of heating and 

open tional Fire Protection Association, and check by show of hands of the number cooking appliances and be sure they 

1 the countless other interests, has been wag- of pupils who do baby sitting at home _ are shut off after using. 

into ing a “no-quarter” fight to save the lives and away from home. In this survey it 5. Have flashlight available for use. 

Dis- of 4,000 children of this country who was found that among pupils of grades b. Things to do in event of emergency 
may otherwise be expected to die hor- four, five and six, approximately 400 from fire. ; . ? 
rible deaths by fire during the coming’ children indicated that regularly or on 1. Get the children to safety. If pos- 
twelve months. occasions they do “baby sitting’ away sible, see that they have proper 

That campaign is driving ahead. And from home. The fire department is : clothing for cold weather. 

it is creating, as it goes, new ideas and therefore furnishing bulletins for the 2. If time permits; close doors to 
procedures to help the fire fighters win local schools to distribute to potential rooms which are involved in fire to 
their battle. “baby sitters.” The school will give one prevent the spread of fire. 

One of these ideas has been developed copy to each child who does “baby 3. Call Fire Department from nearest 
\ by Fire Chief W. P. Roble of the _ sitting” away from home. Any parent phone. 

a Salem, Ore., Fire Department. It is wishing a copy of this bulletin may 4. Continue care of children. 
\ directed at better educating the chil- secure one by either calling or writing C. Odor of gas present. ; 
\ dren themselves, and their “sitters,” the Fire Chief’s or Fire Marshal’s Of- 1 a ys! — of gas in a house ‘ 
| with the cooperation of the local school fice, City Hall, Salem, Oregon. take the children to safety. 
] authorities 2. Do not turn lights on or off in a 
Last February the Salem Fire Depart- Safety Hints for Baby-Sitters house as it may create a flame and 
J ment sent out a memorandum which A, General information to obtain from explode or ignite the gas. 
J ont et 3. Call the Fire Department. 
VA read as follows: parents. 
Che Salem Fire Department is always 1. Information about materials for cai niteaeeaenaanamaaal 
anxious to be helpful in any program children’s care. P : 
that might reduce fire hazards to homes Clothing, feeding, play things, Another Oil Drum Fire 
or to life. Because of the department’s i i : cued ae ‘ 
» ibe — ; Page ¢ . reading materials. Distillate vapors were ignited in an 
awareness of the fact that children of 2. Location of telephone and emer- unsoriaklered wooden shed at an oil 
elementary school age are sometimes gency numbers: coal slant. Stora e tanks ru tured 
called upon to do “baby sitting” in Destination of parents and tele- ona rome Le oil ratte to 3,000 drums 
heel private homes, and the further knowl- phone number. of tleck olf stored ta ue cone onal 
cing edge that on occasions serious fire FIRE DEPARTMENT 3-3144. : ‘ ges yarn. 
cing . For three hours drums bombarded the 
° losses and sometimes deaths have oc- Rural fire numbers: eee . . 14: 
full : “ a“ “ed Sg area within a quarter-mile radius, killing 
oe curred at such times for lack of knowl- Keizer 3-9898. Y “oe pee" c : 
ight > © one person and injuring 15 others. Dam- 
g edge about the home and what to do 4-Corners 2-3385. ‘ cheep” at $15 ( . 
fire . 4 age was estimated at $150,000. Outside 
in case of emergencies, the local fire Liberty 4-2464. flammable liquid drum storage should 
¢ <a seed pe assistance, ee eee be arranged in small, well-separated 
) 
T- a : ° . ’ ‘ e groups away from buildings, and pro- 
Z)) nder the direction of the city fire (lf parents don’t leave number of a 
: : ‘ ahaa tected by nearby hydrants. 
Prevention bureau, the local schools their destination, have them leave : gill 
ron have been asked to ascertain to what name of responsible neighbor who A.A.R. News Letter 
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BATON ROUGE MARKS COMPLETION 
OF BIG F.D. IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 


City Acclaims Veteran Fire Chief 
in “Bob Bogan Day” Celebration 


I is not every municipal fire chief 
who remains in office long enoug to see 
the realization of his fond dreams and 
hopes for the ultimate in his own fire 


department. And of those few who do 
live to see their plans and programs 
come to fruition, hardly a one receives 


proper credit for the acomplishments 


| 





National Board of Fire Underwriters Photo 


New fire department drill tower, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. 

Chis is the story of an exception to 
this rule. It is the story of Fire Chief 
Robert A. Bogan and of the develop- 
ment of the Baton Rouge, La., Fire De- 
partment, and of the people of the 
Parish who banded together to honor 
their chief 

Forty-two years ago, sob” Bogan, 
a youth of 20, joined the old Schloss 
No. 3 Volunteer Fire Company in Baton 
Rouge. Eight years later he becamé 
“part-time paid” chief when the depart- 
ment shifted from volunteer to the 
status of four paid men, plus call men 
who also were paid when fighting fire. 

From that time on, Chief Bogan lived 
with and for his Fire Department. As 
he advanced through the years, to hold 
almost every honor that could be offered 
him by an appreciative fire fighting 
world, he never lost sight of his objec 
tive, to make the Baton Rouge Fire 
Department a leader in its field. 

His persistence in planning and pre- 
paring progressively for his organiza- 
tion, coupled with an innate courtesy 
and diplomacy, won him the esteem of 
not only his home city, but his fellow 
firemen, everywhere That esteem has 
been translated into honors by national, 
state and local fire service organizations. 
And it climaxed with the two-day cere- 
mony, participated in by man-on-the- 
street to the men in the city hall, cele- 
brating the completion of the $1,500,000 


expansion program ot his department. 
In his efforts to improve his depart- 
ment, Chief Bogan rallied every means 


at his beck and call. Over the years, 
the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers and the Louisiana Fire Insur- 


ance Rating Board were called upon to 
help in fire defense surveys and recom- 
mendations for improvement. In 1948 
an expansion program was recom- 
mended by the National Board. For 
the most part this program was the 
work of Chief Bogan, aided and abetted 
by friends, many in the insurance field; 
men like Tom C. Grace, who also had 
the welfare of their city at heart. 

In 1948 the size of Baton Rouge had 
grown from 5 to 37 square miles, and 
all municipal services, including the fire 
department, needed to be expanded to 
give adequate service to the vast new 
areas. Unincorporated subdivisions bor- 
dering the city had mushroomed into 
congested urban areas with few, and, in 
many instances, no planning or coordi- 


nated developement. These were the 
areas annexed to the city. When the 
city consolidation went into power 


January 1, 1949, the new areas had vir- 
tually no sustaining service such as fire 
protection. Officials were informed that 
unless adequate protection was given 
the sprawling new areas, Baton Rouge 
would lose its first-class fire protection 
status—which it had been enjoying for 
so many years because of the perform- 
ance and high standard of its Fire De- 
partment under Chief Bogan. Loss of 
this first-class status would mean higher 
insurance premiums. 

Therefore, high priority was given the 
expansion of the fire protection pro- 
gram, although some citizens questioned 
the proposed expenditure. 

By last March the program had blos- 
somed. Seven fully equipped new fire 
stations and a new fire alarm head- 
quarters had been spaced throughout 
the city. Along with these buildings, 
architecturally and in other ways the 
last word in perfection, first-class fire 
equipment had been installed, including 
a $78,000 fire alarm system, a 100-foot 





FIRE ENGINEERING 











all-metal aerial ladder; six new 75) 
G.P.M. pumpers, with all necessary 
hose, tools and equipment. A modem 


drill tower had been erected near fite 
headquarters, 900 new fire hydrants 
were added in the annexed areas 
provide better water supplies and 3% 
new fire alarm boxes installed to bring 
alarm service nearer to every home ig 
the area. There are now 1600 fire hy- 
drants and 400 fire alarm signal statioas 
in service. 

Manpower was increased from 56 fire 
men to 226, the number necessary 19 
operate the new stations under the 6)- 
hour work week imposed by the State 
Legislature. Baton Rouge Firemen 
formerly worked 72 hours a week. 

The operating budget of the depart- 


ment was increased from $258,000 to 
$768,000. The seven new fire stations 
and the fire alarm headquarters cost 


$610,000. They supplement four stations 
located in the old city. 

Before work was begun on the new 
buildings, which incorporate the newest 
and most efficient developments in 
architecture and materials, a group of 
local firemen, business men and archi- 
tects made a trip through several 
Southern and Midwestern cities, which 
were reported to have top-notch fire de- 
partments. 

The typical fire station has 13 rooms, 
an apparatus room which houses the 
rolling stock, a bunker room for storage 
of fire clothing, etc., a control room, 
office, chief’s bedroom and bath, fire- 
men’s dormitory, locker room and bath, 
kitchen, classroom, and screen porch, 
exterior shower, small work = shop, 
and utility room. 

All materials used in the new stations 
are fireproof. Exterior walls are buil 
of brick, and interior walls of hollow 
tile. Reinforced concrete was used for 
foundations and floors, and the roofs 
are of structural steel. 

A mixture: of cement and colored 
marble was used for floors in rooms 
where wear is extremely hard, such as 
the apparatus room. Other floors were 
finished in asphalt tile and ceramic tile. 
Plastered walls in soft shades of green 
are found throughout the stations. Some 
of the rooms are finished with a glazed 
tile wainscoting. 

Two full days of celebrating and 
dedicating Baton Rouge’s new fire pro- 
gram were scheduled by the city, Mon- 
day and Tuesday, March 17 and 18. 


Tuesday was devoted to honoring the 
sponsor of the fire protection program, 
by being named “Bob Bogan Day.” 
Visiting firemen and civic leaders, in- 
surance executives and others who have 
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One of the seven new fire stations recently completed in Baton Rouge. While varying in 
design and layout, the stations are of this architectural style. 










ee 












a 







been fc 
ection 
rating 
They 
mgs; t 
Rouge 
paces % 
ered i 
yn the 
\. Bo: 
The 
timed 
attend 
tion t 
Bob 
his bu 
city-f 








tiatio 
in 19 
this « 
was ¢ 
He 

Upon 
dent, 
monc 
day, 
both 
train 
mem 
the 

Ciatic 





















NEERING 


-~w 75) 
ecessary 
modem 


ear fire 
iy drants 
reas 
ind 36 
O bring 
1iome @ 
fire hy- 
Statioas 


56 fire- 
sary 0 
the 6). 
e State 
‘iremen 
e 

depart- 
000 to 
stations 
rs cost 
stations 


le new 
newest 
nts im 
OUD oa 
archi- 
several 
which 
ire de 


rooms, 
es the 
torage 
room, 
|, hre- 
| bath, 
porch, 
shop, 


ations 
» buil 
1¢ rhc Ww 
ed for 
roofs 


olored 
rooms 
ich as 

were 
c tile. 
green 
Some 
rlazed 


and 
+ pro- 
Mon- 
d 18. 
x the 
yram, 


s, in- 
have 





? 


or MAY, 1952 











































































































































































een following the city’s rise in fire pro- 
ection, joined in the ceremonies dedi- 
ating the new fire fighting facilities. 
inspected the eight new _ build- 
ngs; they watched, fascinated, as Baton 
Rouge fre nghters went through their 
yaces at the drill tower. And they gath- 
‘red in a body in a testimonial banquet 
yn the 18th, to honor “Fire Chief Robert 
\. Bogan.” 

Ihe dedication ceremonies were so 
timed and arranged that citizens could 
attend all events, from opening dedica- 
tion to closing dinner. 

Bob Bogan has held many honors in 
1is busy career. He is a member of the 
ity-Parish Planning Commission, as 


They 








the Mayor-President’s representative. 
He is one of the five principal assistants 
o the local Director of Civil Defense. 
He is also an officer of the State Civil 
Yefense organization, and of President 
Truman’s Fire Prevention Committee. 
During World War II he was State 
‘ivil Defense Fire Coordinator, Back 
n 1931 he took an active interest in or- 
anizing the Louisiana Firemen’s As- 
ociation annual State Fire School, still 
held every year. He served as the 
organization’s president in 1927 and for 
seven consecutive years held that office. 
He has been especially prominent, in 
the affairs of the International Asso- 
tiation of Fire Chiefs, which he joined 
in 1919. In 1937 he was President of 
this organization and for nine years he 
was a member of its Board of Directors. 
He also held two vice-presidencies. 
Upon completion of his term as presi- 
lent, the I.A.F.C. awarded him a dia- 
mond studded gold chief’s badge. To- 
day, Chief Bogan is active in promoting 
both the I.A.F.C., and the firemen’s 
training program of the nation as a 
member of the Training Committee of 
the National Fire Protection Asso- 
ciation. 


Units from 14 Towns Fight 
Million-Dollar Blaze 


Fire of undetermined origin, which 
started at 7:30 A.M. in the basement of 
a store, destroyed two 3-story places of 
business and damaged a theatre on the 
court house square in Benton, IIl., seat 
of Franklin County, population 8,400. 

For a time flames threatened to 
spread to other business structures, in- 
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Citizens at open house, Baton Rouge Fire Alarm Headquarters. 


cluding the Benton Evening News 
plant. An appeal was made tor dyna- 
mite to blow up the burning building 
but the flames were brought under con- 


trol without recourse to explosives by 


the fire fighting forces of fourteen com- 
munities after appeals were made over 


state police radio at DuQuoin for help. 

The neighboring towns which sent 
aid were: Mt. Vernon, DuQuoin, Mc- 
Leansboro, Zeigler, Carbondale, Marion, 
West Frankfort, Herrin, Southern 
Acres, Salem, Centralia, Harrisburg, 
Christopher, and Murphysboro. 

The fire started in the basement of 
the Dozier-Wilson Department store 
and spread to the W. E. Campbell & 
Sons Furniture and Hardware store, 
the J. V. Walker & Son’s men’s fur- 
nishings store, and the Wright shoe 
store. Upper floors housed a Masonic 
Hall and various law and other offices, 
in addition to the Illinois Commercial 
Telephone Co. exchange. The opera- 


tors of the latter were driven from their 
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switchboards and phone service in and 
out of Benton was cut off. Later in 
the morning one emergency phone line 
Was set up to nearby West Frankfort. 
Firemen were able by noon to control 
the spread of flames across an alley to 
the Capitol theatre 

At the height of the blaze, flames 
shot 100 feet into the air and the clouds 
of smoke could be seen at a distance 
of ten miles. Eight state policemen 
were sent to aid in controling traffic. 
Fireman Tom Smothers of Benton suf- 
fered a serious back injury when struck 
by a hose that got out of control. 

3enton is six miles north of West 
Frankfort where a mine explosion on 
Dec. 21, last, killed 119 men. The Chief 
of the Benton Fire Department is Mar- 
vin Hobb. 


Relief Promised Fire Apparatus 
Builders 


The Office of Price Stabilization took 
preliminary steps March 26 to prevent 
a threatened shut-down of many of the 
nation’s motorized fire apparatus manu- 
facturing companies. 

Meeting at Washington, D. C. with 
representatives of the manufacturers of 
motorized fire-fighting apparatus, OPS 
officials heard reports there is no short- 


age of orders, but that many of the 
plants planned to close because their 
orders could not be filled without a 


loss, at present prices. 


Agency officials accepted a recom- 
mendation by the representatives of the 
industry to begin immediately an in- 
dustry-wide price adjustment survey. 
If the survey indicates a need, tempo- 
rary relief will be granted 

The industry representatives, as the 


Motorized Fire Apparatus Industry 
Advisory Committee, termed the situ- 
ation “one of immediate emergency.” 


They appealed for “prompt action” to 
relieve conditions they said “threatened 
the national security” and the ability of 


(Continued on page 372) 





Firemen of fourteen communities aid Benton, Ill., firemen to fight blaze. Dynamite was asked 
for at one time to help control fire that threatened to wipe out the county seat and did damage 
estimated at over $1,000,000. 
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EPIDEMIC OF DWELLING FIRES 


HITS NORTH JERSEY COMMUNITIES 


Two Accompanied by Fatalities; Fire Depart- 
ments Do Efficient Work in Controlling Blazes 


By Richard 


Ta neighboring cities of Passaic 


and Paterson, New Jersey, were re- 
cently the scene of a series of costly and 


tragic multiple dwelling fires. Through 
sheer coincidence, all of the fires oc- 
curred in two and three-story frame 
buildings, about 50 years old. Another 
coincidence resulted in the same crews 
being on duty in both cities at the time 
when all of the fires occurred 

The series began on February 29th, 
when four multiple dwellings were 
swept by a General Alarm fire in 
Passaic. The blaze swept through four 
houses at Parker Avenue and Van 


Buren Street, routing eight families and 
caused damage estimated at more than 
$35,000 At least one of the buildings 
may be a total 

Lhrough some error, the first alarm 


loss 


was telephoned to the Clifton Fire 
Alarm Office, although the buildings 
weren't near the city border. Chiet 
John Zanet, of Clifton, notified Passaic 
Fire Headquarters of the error at the 
same time that a street box was pulled 


in Passaic Che fire apparently broke 
out on a rear second floor porch at 
No. 1 Van Buren Avenue. It spread 
rapidly to involve an exposed dwelling 
at 53 Parker Avenue. From this point, 
the blaze spread to the houses at 3 Van 
Buren Street, and 51 Parker Avenue 
The fire fed on asphalt composition 
siding on two of the dwellings Che 
house at 53 Parker Avenue was a 2! 
story frame house, with pitched slate 
covered roof and wood siding. The fire 
entered the attic of this dwelling and 
caused serious damage to the interior 
and root 


Passaic [Engine ompanties 3, 4, Truck 


Fire on Aspen Place in Passaic. 


M. Adelman 


1, and Squad 1, responded to the first 
alarm which was sounded at 1:54 P.M. 


Two more companies rolled on the 
second, and three engines responded 
to the General Alarm. During the 


fire, twenty off-duty firemen were re- 
called, and manned two turret wagons, 
equipped with boosters. The Clifton 
Fire Department responded to the fire 
with a high pressure fog truck, which 


was put to good use at the blaze. 
Passaic engine companies _ stretched 
more than 4,000 feet of 2% inch hose 


during the fire, which was struck out at 


5:39 P.M. 
On March 9th, two multiple alarm 
fires gave Paterson firemen a_ hard 


workout. Shortly after noon, a 3-alarm 
fire damaged a 2% story frame multiple 
occupancy at 82 Redwood Avenue, and 
a two-story frame building at 445-447 
Union Avenue. The fire was caused by 
hot ashes left in a metal can in an alley 
between the two buildings. <A _ light 
breeze fanned them into flames and set 
fire to walls of both buildings. The fire 
spread quickly up the sides and into 
the attics of both buildings. The first 
alarm was sounded at 12:07 P.M. from 
Box 282, Union and Redwood Avenues. 
Fngines 1, 8, 11, and Truck 2 responded 
to the first alarm. At 12:11 P.M., Act- 
ing Deputy Chief Joseph Bray ordered 
a second alarm, which brought Engines 
5, 12, and Truck 3 to the fire. Chief 
Hobart Strathearn ordered the third 
alarm at 12:24, bringing Engines 4 and 
6 to the scene. Firemen brought the 
blaze under control in less than 30 min- 
utes. 3oth buildings suffered extensive 
damage from fire, as well as smoke and 
water 





Photo by Russell Zito 
All the dwellings shown in the picture were either eventually 
destroyed or damaged. 
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At 7:06 that evening, Box 235 af 
Paterson and Tyler Streets was pulled, 
Engines 1, 5, 12, and Truck 2, responded 
to the scene of what was to be a tvo 
alarm fire, in which a ten month-dd 
child was burned to death. The fie 
occurred in an attic apartment of a thre 
story frame dwelling at 54 Patersm 
Street. According to reports, a fox 
year-old child caused the fire when sie 
played with a coal stove, causing hot 
coals to fall on the floor, igniting some 
paper. The blaze was discovered bya 
passerby who pulled the box, and then 
rescued three children from the burning 
apartment. He was driven out by 
flames before he could rescue the baby 
who died in the fire. When firema 
arrived, flames were coming out of the 
attic windows. A _ second alarm was 
sounded at 7:11 P.M., bringing Engines 
2, 3, and Truck 3 to the fire. While the 
blaze was being brought under control, 
Sattalion Chief J. Lester Davenport and 







Fireman Daniel Dowd of Truck 2 
entered the burning apartment and 
brought out the child’s body. The 


room in which he was found was con- 
pletely gutted, and the rest of the attic 
and roof seriously damaged. 

The next day, another General Alarm 
fire in Passaic destroyed three frame 
tenements, and badly damaged three 
other houses. The fire left 30 families 
homeless, and caused property damage 
of over $100,000. The buildings de- 
stroyed were three two-story frame 
tenements at 16, 18, and 20 Aspen Place. 
The second and third floors of a double 


frame tenement at 22-24 Aspen Place 
were also gutted. A two-story frame 
tenement at 26 Aspen Place suffered 
extensive fire damage to its upper 
floors and roof, as did the one at 14 
Aspen Place. 


The fire was caused by an oil stove 
explosion on the first floor at 20 Aspen 
Place. A street box was pulled by an 
11 year-old boy at 3:57 P.M., and 
Engines 1, 3, Truck 1, and the Emer- 
gency Squad responded. Upon arrival, 
the first due engine company found 
tenants fleeing the house, and flames 
shooting out of windows and through 
the roof. Between the buildings at 
No. 20 and 22, there was a space of only 
six inches, widening at the centers otf 
the buildings to a blind air shaft. The 
fire quickly spread up the shaft to in- 
volve the building at Number 22. 

At 4:04 P.M., a second alarm brought 
Engine 6 and Truck 2 to the fire, and 
at 4:18 a general alarm brought three 
more engines. Clifton Engine 3, and 
Garfield Engines 2 and 3 responded to 
the general alarm on a mutual aid call 
The Clifton company worked at the fire, 
while both Garfield Companies covered 
Passaic Fire Headquarters. 

The fire spread rapidly through the 
two involved dwelings, and then involv 
ed the other old tenements. The build- 
ings at 16 and 18, which had a common 
roof and cockloft, were soon gutted 
The roofs of both the houses collapsed, 
thus spreading the fire to the interiors 
At one point, Passaic Truck was 
overatine a line from the top of its 
aerial in front of the building at No. 16 
Suddenly flames burst from a_ second 
story window almost directly under the 
ladder. The two men atop the aerial 
made a rapid withdrawal through smoke 
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and flames, and the ladder was quickly 

removed. Firemen battled for over two 

hours before stopping the flames at 14 
(Continued on page 372) 
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Philadelphia paper warehouse fire fought with many heavy streams. Stubborn, smoky fire in 
rambling century-old brick building was finally controlled by 33 companies after five-hour 
struggle. Seventeen of the many streams used in the action are shown in this illustration. 


Philadelphia Firemen Fight 
Stubborn Paper Plant Fire 


Philadelphia’s first major 
1952 gave approximately 300 of its fire 
fighters, manning equipment of 24 en- 
gine, five ladder, two high pressure and 
two pipeline companies, a stubborn five- 
hour struggle before it was controlled. 
Over 24 hours later, crews were still 
at work on the smoldering wreckage. 

The fire started from an 
cause in the century-old five-story brick 
joist plant covering almost a city block 
at American and York streets, occupied 
jointly by the Thomas Paper Stock Co., 
the Almax Paper Co. and the Salvage 
Package Co. The building, once a 
stove company, was occupied by about 
100 employees at the time of the fire, 
all of whom made their escape. 


blaze of 


unknown 


The blaze presumably originated on 
the second floor, where the Thomas Co. 
had an oil-fired furnace. The fire was 
discovered by three workmen, who tried 
to fight the flames with hand extin- 
guishers. After an unsuccessful effort 
to control the spreading blaze, they ran 
to warn members of the firm in the 
office. An alarm was turned in at 
10:04 A.M., which brought Engine 25 
from Emerald and Hagert sts 

The moment the company arrived, 
there began the first of a succession of 
box alarms—at 10:07, 10:13, 10:21, 10:24, 


11:13 A.M. and 12:20 P.M. By the time 
the sixth alarm was struck, the whole 
building was a mass of flame. 

Fire Chief John C. Cost (since re- 
tired), had his men, using every ap- 
pliance at his command, fighting the 
blaze from every available vantage 
point. The large area of the rambling 
structure; its location with the Read- 
ing Railroad tracks along one entire 
side: and the exposures on the other 


flanks of the building, together with the 
contents of the old plant, gave the fire 
fighters much concern. The need to 
speedily get lines stretched and effective 
streams on the fire was so obviously 
urgent. that at one point in the opening 
stage of the fight, workmen, police and 
bystanders pitched in to lend firemen, 
a helping hand. However, it was not 


long afterward before the battle was 
going smoothly, albeit the tons of water 


thrown into the structure apparently 
had little immediate effect. 
As darkness brought sleet and a 


damp, penetrating cold, firemen braced 
themselves for the all night combat. 
Because of the danger of structural col- 
lapse, due to the paper stocks absorb- 
ing water, practically all fire fighting 
operations had to be conducted from the 
exterior. About 90 firemen remained 
during the night to keep down the fire 
that continued to flare up in the storage. 


As the weather worsened, it held the 
choking smoke down to street level to 
further complicate fire fighting. The 
danger of arsenic poisoning from the 


fumes of the burning glazed paper stocks 
was anticipated and extra oxygen tanks 
were called to the scene to augment the 
equipment of the two rescue companies 
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on duty. Fortunately there were no 
casualties of that sort, although two 


firemen were injured from other causes. 
They were treated at the scene and re- 
mained on duty. 

At the height of the blaze, the crowd 
of spectators was swelled by hundreds 


of school children who spent most of 
their noon recess there. Over 110 po- 
licemen were required to control the 


crowds and handle the congested traffic. 
All six tracks of the Reading were 
blocked until 3:00 P.M. 

Just to make it harder for firemen, 
school children on their way home for 
noon pulled two boxes, both 
registered at the Fire Bureau as false, 
but both calling extra equipment to 
move to new stations to “cover-in” for 
apparatus already at the fire. 


recess 


Fire Waste Contest Winners 


Announced 

The National Fire Waste Council, 
meeting April 4, 1952, at the Chamber 
of Commerce of the United States, 
announced winners in the 1951 Inter- 
Chamber National Fire Waste Contest. 

Top honors were won by Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. 

Awards and honor mention go to 


local chambers in six population classes. 
Besides the grand winner, awards are 
Providence, 


for Detroit. Louisville, 
R. I., Schenectady, Richland, Wash., 
and Port Angeles, Wash. 


Honors go to the following cities: 

First population class (more _ than 
500,000): Cincinnati, Chicago, Milwau- 
kee, Houston, New Orleans, Baltimore, 


Buffalo, Boston. 

Second population class (250,000 to 
500,000): Dayton. Ohio; Atlanta; Co- 
lumbus, Ohio; Indianapolis; Dallas; 


Rochester, N. Y.; San Diego; Memphis; 
Oakland, Calif.; and Portland, Oregon. 
Third population class: (100,000 to 
250,000): Hartford, Conn.: Allentown, 
(Continued on page 375) 





Philadelphia paper warehouse fire as the fire was about under control. 
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Clothing Store and Lumber Yard 
Burn at Richmond, Va. 


lwo alarm 


multiple hres on con- 
secutive days recently gave firemen in 
Richmond, Virginia, a stiti workout. 


At 1:07 on the morning of January 


3lst, with the temperature hovering 
around the 18 degree mark, Engine 
2 and Truck 2, under the direction of 
Battalion Chiet W. R. Cardwell re- 
sponded to a telephone alarm for a fire 
at 1557 East Main Street 

Upon arrival they found the three 
story building, occupied by the G. 
Marks & Son, clothiers, heavily charged 
with smoke and fire An alarm from 
Box 19 at 1:11 A.M., followed by a 
2nd alarm at 1:14 A.M. and four 
special calls, brought Engines 1, 3, 4, 
6, 7,9 and 14 (all two piece companies), 
Truck 1, Rescue 1 and Foam 2, along 
with Chief John F. Finnegan and Bat 
talion Chief ( ( Valentine to the 
scene 

Hose lines were quickly laid and the 
fire was attacked from both front and 
rear The aerial ladder of Truck 1 


was raised to the roof in the rear of the 
building to ventilate the heavily charged 
interior while the aerial of Truck 2 
was raised in front and its ladder pipe 
readied in the extension 
of the flames ground floor 
However the determined efforts of the 
fire fighters limited the major fire loss 
to the interior of the first floor of the 
store with adjoining structures suffering 
only slight smoke damage. 

What started out innocently enough 
as a call for a field fire rapidly developed 
into one of the most spectacular fires 
witnessed in Richmond in many months. 

Engine 18 was dispatched at 8:23 


event orf an 


above the 


P.M. on February Ist in response to a 
telephone alarm reporting a grass fire, 


but upon arrival found the entire yard 
and storage sheds of the Bucker Lum- 
ber Company, 3110 Rockbridge Street, 


a mass of flames. 

30x 393 was pulled at 8:28 P.M., 
followed in three minutes by a 2nd 
alarm. Upon arrival at the scene, 
Battalion Chief C. C. Valentine ordered 
a 3rd alarm and specially called three 
more companies Engines 4, 5, 6, 9, 


10, 12, and 14, Trucks 3 and 7, Rescue 1 
and Chief Finnegan and Battalion Chiet 
Cardwell rolled in response to the above 
alarms 


A building, owned by the Joslyn 
Company, manufacturers and distribu- 
tors of electrical transmission equip- 


ment. just west of the yard, had already 
started to burn, and only efficient action 
on the part of the hard pressed fire 
fighters prevented loss of this structure. 

sefore the flames were brought under 
control a 135-foot long metal storage 
shed and its contents of hundreds of 
board feet of lumber as well as a cinder 
block office building and piles of stored 
lumber in the yard were left a mass 
of twisted metal and charred and black- 
ened timber 


Chimney Marks the Spot 


Only a chimney is left to identify one 
of the two Girl Scout Camps of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, in Bedford Township. The 
cabin lodge, located in the woods of 
Metropolitan Park off Button Road, is 
set about 1500 feet from the road. The 
building was wood, 34 x 45 ft. dimen- 
sion and valued at $20,000. It accommo- 





Photo by William C. Peck 
Front of Marks clothing store, Richmond, Va., at height of fire, January 31, 1952. 
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> 
dated 24 Girl Scouts and was used 
mainly on weekends. 
One report indicated that the fire 
which raced through the tinder dry 


structure, was of incendiary origin ani 
was caused by someone who broke in 
through a window. Firemen from Bed 
ford, under Fire Chief Elmer Smith 
responded, only to be delayed by the 
impassable access road leading to ths 
camp, and by a gate in the road, which 
another property owner had erected. 


Photo Courtesy Cleveland Plain Dealeg 


Cleveland Girl Scout Lodge fire as it appeared 
when firemen arrived. 


Two alarms were required to mobilize 
sufficient equipment and manpower to 
get long hose stretches into operation, 
a distance of over 1,400 feet from the 
nearest water supply. Three pumpers 
and thirty firemen did their best to con- 
trol the hot fire but the structure was 
beyond saving. 


(Thanks, Roperr E. Taytor.) 


Firemen Avert Possible Major 
Catastrophe 


Griffin, Ga., is a peaceful little city 
of 16,000 inhabitants lying about 50 
miles south of Atlanta. It is about 
the last place that one would look for 
tragedy by fire to strike. But unsus- 
pecting Griffin very nearly chalked up 
another national disaster on the night 
of April Ilst—All Fool’s Day. 

Most of the residents of the town 
awoke on Wednesday April 2nd, little 
realizing they had barely escaped an 
inferno during the night. A singl 
spark might have caused it, according 
to Fire Inspector Bill Weaver 

It all started when a truck backed into 
a pipe on Searcy avenue and ruptured 
an 18,000-gallon butane gas tank at the 
Suburban LP Gas Company’s plant. 

The tank is located near the Sinclair 
and Amoco gasoline distributors’ stor- 
age tanks and is only a few hundred 
yards from other gasoline storage con- 
tainers. 

Escaping butane, which is heavier than 
air, formed a fog knee-high that covered 
the area when the Griffin Fire Depart- 
ment arrived at the scene, according to 
Inspector Weaver. 

The alarm was turned in at 6:19 P.M., 
and firemen remained on the job until 
1:16 A.M. They weren’t idle during 
their stay, either. 

They ordered a ban on all railroad 
traffic past the area; ordered nearby 
streets closed, and all fires in the section 


(Continued on page 376) 
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News of the Manufacturers 











Vaseline Gauze for Burn Dressings 


Civil Defense organizations in 34 
ates are recommending the use of 
aseline sterile petrolatum gauze band- 

for emergency first aid treatment 


surns in the event of an atomic 
tack, it was disclosed recently. These 
e the same burn coverings being used 
the U. N. forces in Korea. 


tee 


laseline sterile petrolatum gauze dressings for 
mergency burn treatment are shown here 
= carefully examined for breaks in the 


il before going through final sterilization at 
lhe Chesebrough plant in McKee's Rocks, Pa. 


A pocket-sized pamphlet, “Treatment 


f Atomic Bomb Injuries” by New 
ork surgeon, Dr. Martin J. Healy, 
vhich recommends’ the  petrolatum 


auze is being distributed officially to 
nedical and trained personne! includ 
ag many pharmacists, by civil defense 
roups in Washington, D. C., New 
ork City, Alaska, Virginia, Alabama, 
ndiana, Arkansas, Oregon, North 
arolina, New Hampshire, Tennessee, 
Maine, Utah, Missouri, Wyoming. 
ouisiana, Nebraska, Mississippi and 
thers. 

The sterile petrolatum gauze band- 
wes were first prepared by the Chese- 
rough Manufacturing Company at the 


request of the U. S. Army Surgeon 
eneral’s Office for extensive use in 
urn therapy during World War II 


\ plant was set up at McKee’s Rocks, 
Pennsylvania for the sterile production 
f these bandages. 

Recently, Chesebrough brought out 
maller aluminum foil packets of the 
faseline Sterile Petrolatum Gauze for 
ivilian use. They have been stocked 
n many drug stores and by whole- 
alers and jobbers throughout the 
States 

According to both military and civi- 
lan authorities, burns will constitute 
the majority of all casualities in the event 
oan atomic attack. Dr. Healy’s pam- 
phlet, among instructions for care of 
Wounded, shock and fracture victims, 
lists step-by-step treatment for burns 
in emergency centers. These include: 





evaluating extent of the burn, giving 
the patient blood, plasma or saline, 
dressing the wound with Vaseline petro- 
latum gauze, and a moderate pressure 
bandage. 


Maxim Announces Acquisition of 
Magirus Ladder Rights 


Maxim Motor Company, Middleboro, 
Mass., builders of fire apparatus, have 
anneunced their acquisition ot rights to 
manutacture and sell the Magirus line 
of aerial ladders in the United States, its 
territories and possessions; Central 
America; the Antilles; and the South 
American countries of Venezuela, Co- 
lombia, British Guiana, Dutch Guiana, 
French Guiana and Paraguay. 

Magirus aerial ladders are built in 
sizes from 100 feet on up. The longest 
so far built is 170 feet. These ladders 
are in present use in fifty-two countries, 
and over 7000 have been built to date, 
according to the Magirus Company. 

Magirus aerial ladders are of all- 
steel construction, with ladder mount 
over rear wheels, as shown in the illus- 
trations herewith. The ladder in folded 


position, is carried forward and over the 
With a wheelbase of 203 feet and 


hood. 


351 


an overall length of 31 feet 6 inches, 
the unit is highly maneuverable in short 
and narrow streets. 

The unit has a number of novel fea- 
tures, such as automatic leveling of lad- 
der mount, automatic control of stabil- 
ity, one-lever operation of all four jacks, 
strain gauges and danger signal to halt 
operation until corrective measures have 
been applied. 

Magirus aerial ladders 
Klockner-Humboldt-Deutz 
Ulm, Germany. 


are built by 
AG—Werk, 


Memco Aerial Ladder Bulletin 
An attractive eight-page illustrated 
bulletin has been issued by the Memco 
Division of De-Lux Neon Manufactur- 
ing Co., 1007 N. W. 36th Street, Okla- 
homa City, Okla., describing the Memco 
Aerial Ladder unit. 

This unit, which weighs 1000 pounds 
and extends to a length of 53 feet, may 
be mounted on a truck in a space of 
44 inches square. The ladder is elec- 
trically raised and lowered, and may be 
rotated through 360 degrees (complete 
circle). 

(Continued on page 374) 











Top: First Magirus aerial ladder and chassis assembled and ready for finishing touches at 
Middleboro, Mass. Bottom: The working end of the Magirus ladder. One-man control of all 
operations is centered at the circular control disc shown at approximately the center of picture. 

















WHO DO | CALL—WHAT'S 
THE NUMBER. 


Various ideas 


have been tried to re 
mind householders what fire forces to 
telephone—and the number to call, in 
time of fire or other emergency requir- 
ing firemen. One of these, published in 
Short Cuts & Gadgets, was a _ small 
sticker that was mounted on the tele- 
phone itself 





IN CASE OF 


FIRE 


CALL 
BI 4-0030 


NEWTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 


Compliments of 


Newton Firemens’ Welfare Ass’n 











Now comes another “short cut” from 
Elliott P. McClelland, Eng. 3, Newton 
Fire Department, Newton Center, Mass 

Brother McClelland sends a sample of 
a sticker used in his city, and writes 


this is a reproduction of a gummed label 
or sticker, that the Newton firemen are 
distributing to the homes in Newton. It 
is printed in brilliant fire department red, 
and is eye-catching every time the phone 


is used. The cost is nil compared with 
the value received, if just one fire call is 
speeded up and one home saved. 


We thought you might like to pass this 


idea along to other fire departments 
throughout the country. 
P.S. The sticker is mounted on the 


cover of the telephone directory. 


« . * 


HOUSE SURVEYS PAY-OFF IN 
OREGON TOWNSHIP, OHIO 


Three years ago according to Kenneth 
Clifton, secretary, Coy Fire Depart- 
ment, Inc., of Oregon Township, just 
outside Toledo, Ohio, his department 
started a card filing system covering all 


COY FIRE DEPARTMENT 


Nome DOE. JOHN B. 


the homes and places of business in the 
fire district of the Township. The 
tem has proven to be of immeasurable 
aid in responding to and combating 
fires in the area. As a result of the 
success achieved by the Coy Depart- 
ment, the other two fire districts in the 
Township have started the system. 

The twenty members of the Coy 
Volunteer Fire Department, under Fire 
Chief Irving Wodtke, have recently 
completed their third annual house-to- 
house survey of all homes and business 
places in their fire district. 

Every home and place of business is 
visited by the firemen and a card is 
made out containing such details as the 


sys- 


best fire route, the nearest source of 
water, the type of construction of the 
building and heating unit, the fire 
hazards and other pertinent information. 

[he cards are carried in the cab of 
the fire truck so that when going to a 
fire the officer in charge can better de- 


termine what he will have to contend 
with at the scene of the fire. 

This personal visit yearly by the fire- 
men has made the public very fire-con- 
according to contributor Clifton. 
has been a drop in the 
losses for the past three 
No. 3 fire district was 


scious, 
The net result 
yearly fire 
years, since the 
started. 
Calendars are given to the people by 
firemen while on this survey. These 
contain information on how to call their 
fire department in an emergency. The 
people are asked at this time for con- 
tributions to help maintain their fire 
department. Recently the department 
purchased a squad car with some of the 
money so collected. This unit ulti- 
mately will be completely equipped with 
first aid and other fire equipment. 
Each vear the department also con- 
ducts a fire prevention poster contest in 


Cov grade school during Fire Preven- 
tion Week. Cash prizes are awarded 
to those in each grade having the best 
posters on fire prevention. 

Oregon Township adjoins the eastern 
boundary of the City of Toledo. it is a 
rapidly growing community with a 
population of about 11,000. Three large 
oil refineries and a canning factory 


No. a 








_ Address 9999 PATCHEN -- ROAD. 


__ Fire Hydrant 100 ‘ft. South of house 


No. Residents 7 








No. Floors 1+ Basement * 





__Type of House Frame and tarpaper 


_No. Rooms § _ Type Roof 


Class 


"co" Cook Stove Elec. 





_Refrig. None 


Water Heater Kerosene 


Type of Heating Unit, 





and Location L 


Coal space heater in living room 





Location Fuel Oil or Coal 


_ Coal kept in the garage 





TA. 44550 





__In Emergency, Coll Mr, J. Doe, 9998 Patchen Rd. 


_Fire Route R.on Wheeling,R,on Pickle,R,on Patchen (100 Ft) _ 


Remarks: 


No firestops, Inflamable rubbish in house and 


Garage, Kerosene in rear of garage, 3 Children 
Sleep in attic, 1 attic window, rear of house _ 











>. 
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the larger industries of 4 
Township. The most costly fire foug 
in the area occurred on Dec. 18th 
the “Toledo Cut Stone Co.” which re 
sulted in a $15,000 loss. The fire, in 
six-stall garage, was caused when akg 
hol vapors ignited from a coal spe 
heater. Two trucks and the buildny 
were practically destroyed. 


comprise 




















To Chief Wodtke, Brother Clifio 
and the Coy Volunteer Fire Depart 
ment; success to your efforts. 


* * * 


DRAMATIZING LADDER TRAINING 


We've been happy to publish in Sho 
Cuts & Gadgets a number of contribute 
ideas on improving training in ladde 
operations. Now comes still another, thi 
one from Fire Chief George F. Rabe, 9 
the Mariemont, Ohio, Fire Departmal 







The accompanying picture, which tells 
most of the story, shows Captain Ray 
Stouder of the Mariemont Department 
with his model of the 45-foot pole ladde 
which is carried on the local apparatus: 
Chief Rabe says the model is made ex- 
actly like the original and is very useful 
in facilitating indoor-evolutions when in- 
clement weather makes _ out-of-doors 
practice inadvisable. 

Thank you Chief Rabe—and congra- 
tulations to Captain Stouder. 


* * + 


HOW TO GUARD AGAINST 
MILDEW 


as every fire chief knows, is 
a destroyer of many things, including 
some fire hose. Certain sections of the 
country produce a climate that propa- 
gates mildew more _ vigorously than 
others. One of these is Florida, and i 
anybody knew how to foil mildew, tt 
should be the firemen of that State. . 

That they have a recipe, if not a cure 
for mildew is indicated by a contribution 
from Fire Chief Lloyd Knoff, of the 
Town of Pass-a-Grille Beach Fire De- 
partment. Incidentally, if you’ve never 
visited this beauty spot of America, don! 
pass up Pass-a-Grille. 

“To guard against mildew,” write 
Chief Knoff, “hang a bag of Di-Gas 1 
covered hose loads and enclosed storag# 
spaces.” 
Thank you, 


~*~ se We 


Mildew, 


~-. a oo 













Chief Knoff. 
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For high-pressure work... 


SMOOTH-INTERIOR FILLER PLY prevents ““washboarding” 
of rubber lining, reduces friction loss so that you get, 
better nozzle pressure without increase in pump pressure. 


MILDEW-PROOFING: Double-jacket hose can be furnished 
antiseptically treated or wax and gum treated to pre- 
vent mildew and rot. 


When your lines are stretched and the streams tear into 
the blaze—pressure is vital. That’s when you can depend 
on Eureka, the hose that will not ‘“‘washboard.”’ Four 
of, Eureka’s big advantages are— 


BALANCED-WEAVE CONSTRUCTION, in both multiple-woven 
and double-jacket hose, eliminates dangerous writhing 
and twisting under high pressures. 


BOMB-TESTED RUBBER LINING to guarantee longer wear. 


“For greater protection to life and property” 


EUREKA FIRE HOSE 


Since 1875, Specialists in Manufacturing Circular-Woven Cotton Rubber-Lined Fire Hose 


195 Hudson Street e 


New York 13, N. Y. 


Division of United States Rubber Company 











Fire Bombers Sentenced 

Three teen-aged members of a “Nazi- 
like youth club,” who admitted setting 
fire to a Philadelphia synagogue, began 
indeterminate terms, March 4th, at state 
institutions. 

The judge who passed sentence com- 
mented bitterly: “We have sent our peo- 
ple over to Germany to teach German 
youth some democratic ideals, but I am 
satisfied you wouldn’t find a youth over 
there today who would dare to throw 
flaming torches into crowded theatres 
and synagogues holding services.” 

Gasoline-filled milk bottles, known as 
“Molotov cocktails,” were tossed at a 
synagogue and a theatre, but neither fire 
caused much damage as the flames were 
discovered quickly. The three boys were 
tried on juvenile delinquency charges 
following a city investigation of a so- 
called “Hitler youth movement” at Ol- 
ney High School. 

* * * 
Bang Go the Banquets! 

Speaking of coincidence, 
items from Contrib’ W. A 
rate top billing: 

Groton, CoNN.—Just as the toastmaster 
got up to make his opening remarks, the 
guests also got up—and left. They were 
members of the Pioneer Hose Company, 
responding to an alarm 


these two 
McDonnell 


Penn YAN, N. Y.—For five years there 
hadn’t been a call for Keuka Park’s fire- 
men. 

As they sat 
banquet—bong! 

The fire at Keuka College was doused 
quickly and the 22 volunteer fire fight- 
ers, many of whom teach at the college, 
went back to dinner. 

* * * 


One Sleeper Rouses 8,000 Out of Bed! 


A motorist fell asleep at the wheel of 
his car out in El Sobrante, Calif., and 
thereby routed out of bed every one of 
the town’s 8,000 inhabitants, including 
the members of the fire department. 

It was necessary to sound the air raid 
siren, knock on doors, and generally 
raise all the racket possible in order to 
avoid the danger of asphyxiating house- 
holders with escaping gas. 

The chain of events went like this: 
William A. McAndress, 26, dozed off 
while driving his car shortly after mid- 
night of a Monday. His car smashed 
into a wooden box. Inside were the 
main control valves for the East Bay 
town’s natural gas supply. Two pipes 
were snapped. Trouble ensued instantly. 

The Coast Counties Gas & Electric 
Co. was notified and shut off the valves. 
Police and firemen were alerted when 
the possibility of widespread disaster 
became evident. Fluctuating pressure 
turned off pilot lights, then filled base- 
ments and homes with gas. 

Fire Chief Charlie Matteson, of El 
Sobrante, cut loose the air raid siren 
atop the firehouse. The 26 volunteer 
firemen responded. Then they dashed 
out in the four fire trucks, sirens wail- 
ing, to awaken the townsfolk. Police 
and others joined in the alert. Volun- 
teers made a block-by-block check, 


down to their annual 


by RO! B. WOOLLEY 


knocking at doors. 

Gas company servicemen spent four 
hours turning off the town’s 1,800 gas 
meters before repairing the ruptured 
pipes. 

Thanks, Wm. DAvipson 
* * - 
Smoky Out of Dog House, Returns to 
Vamps Firehouse! 


Smoky, the over-zealous Dalmatian 
of Protection Fire Engine Company 
No. 1, Port Washington, L. IL., rode 
home to his fire station in triumph 
March 30th trom the Bide-a-Wee Home 
in nearby Wantagh, his banishment at 
an end. 

The canine fire fighter, pride of the 
Vamps, fell from grace a tew weeks 
betore when he nipped a woman. After 
all, fellers, she did walk too close to the 
company’s treasured apparatus, of which 
Smoky was canine custodian. 

The town board, despite protests of 
the tiremen, banished Smoky to a doggy 
boarding house. Both the Mascot, and 
the fire fighters moped. The story of 
Smoky found its way into the papers 
and on the air. His case became a 
cause celebre, so to speak. There were 
insistent demands for the return of the 
pet. These were aided and abetted by 
the vamps themselves, who circulated 
petitions and pleas which had all oi 
Nassau County’s volunteers, and their 
friends a-twitter. 

The tenor of the communications to 
the town board were the same: “Give 
Smoky another chance.” “Please don’t 
leave him here to moan, get out the 
truck and take him home.” Several 
cards were signed “Smoky” and said, 
in effect: “Please take me home, fellers.” 

Alec Morrison, foreman of Protection, 


visited Smoky several times and re- 
ported while the Dalmatian was not 
exactly pining away, he showed no 


signs of being reconciled to banishment. 
\ siren’s sound sent him into a dither. 
With the growing display of popular 
support behind them, the Vamps_ of 
Protection No. 1 got up a petition ask- 
ing the Fire Board to reconsider. And 
this it finally did. Foreman Morrison 
was instructed to take the fire truck to 
Wantagh and bring Smoky home in 
triumph. He will be on probation, how- 
ever, and his happy crew mates will 
attempt to restrict him to a long run, 

built behind the firehouse. 
Thanks J. KEARNS and many others 

+” * - 


Two Die as Train Wrecks New Fire Truck 


An assistant fire chief and an electri- 
cian who “just went along for the ride” 
were killed when the Louisville & Nash- 
ville “Hummingbird” streamliner col- 
lided with a new fire truck at a crossing 
in Pascagoula, Miss., April 17th. 

The Chief was Kline Thornton, the 
electrician was Joe Williams. Two 
others, Fire Chief Timmy Hudson and 
Fireman DeWitt Monroe all of the 
Pascagoula Fire Department, were in- 
jured critically in the crash. 

The apparatus, bought only three 
weeks before at a cost of $17,000, was 
demolished. The unit was responding to 
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an alarm from a dry cleaning plant 
when it was hit by the train and drag- 
ged about 50 feet. 
e 2 * 

Hot Off the Tape 

Fire Captain Harry Davis of the Tea- 
neck, N. J., Fire Department owes his 
lite to the prompt action of the Depart- 
ment’s Rescue Squad, which saved him 
trom death in a bed of quicksand. Davis 
was fighting a meadow fire when he 
stepped into the quicksand and sank 
up to his chest. The Kescue Squad 
pulled him out with a booster water 
line. ... in Brazil, Ind., Dentist H. H. 
Thacker was grinding a plate ot uppers, 
when sparks ignited gas leaking trom 
a line to his torch. The resulting blast 
drove a number of persons trom the 
downtown office building. Dr. Thacke: 
was still holding the uppers when fire- 
men arrived. He was unhurt, but de- 
ponent saith not what happened to the 
bicuspids. (Thanks Irving Johnson). 
. . . Hangover from last winter: In 
Pawtucket, R. I., a snowplow became 
so overheated battling the winter's 
heaviest snowstorm that when it was 
garaged it set fire to the buikling. Now 
you tell one! Telephone operator 
Pheoland Perusse of the Claremont, 
N. H., exchange, heard the crackling of 
flames over an unexplainedly open line 
to a restaurant April 19th last and noti- 
fied firemen. They hurried to the scene 
and snubbed a $5,000 blaze. Two 
Syracuse, N. Y., firemen were injured 
and two others, including Fire Chief 
William J. Connelly, were overcome by 
smoke. while fighting a 3-alarm fire that 
destroyed the interior of the Blue Book 
Lounge, in that city. In the same issue 
of the papers that carried the story of 
the fire appeared this classified ad: 
“Female Pianist, for work in Cocktail 
Lounge Evenings. Blue Book Lounge, 2- 
2-3209.” (Thanks, Stuart DEAN.) ... It is 
reported that Jack Weeks has turned 
over to Harper, book publisher, the 
manuscript of “Fire-House Doctor,” a 
non-fiction story based on the life of 
buff-doctor-fire 


the veteran commis- 
sioner Harry M. Archer, New York 
Fire Department. . . . The fire gong was 


the school bell for the kindergarten kids 
in Paramus, N. J., when school opened 
last fall. To avoid overcrowding in the 
schoolhouse, the kindergarten was held 
in the Spring Valley Firehotise. ... A 
17-year-old boy who wanted to see if 
a kerosene soaked rag would burn ad- 
mitted starting a $75,000 theatre fire in 
Pierre, S. Dak. In Detroit, pupils 
flunked efforts to burn two schools; 
rubbish had been piled against a win- 
dow sash at one school and set afire 
Police found cigarette butts and partly 
burned newspapers on the roof of the 
other. Although damaged, both schools 
opened on time. In Dothan, Ala., 
a high-school boy was charged with 
dynamiting the home of a convict’s wife 
and five children to keep the woman 
from pressing a morals accusation 
against his friend. The 18-year youth 
got the idea from reading about the 
bombing the week before of the home 
of-a Phenix City, Ala., anti-vice cru- 
sader. Fireman Harry J. Brown 
turned up at the St. Louis, Mo., City 
Hospital with a broken rib suffered 
when he volunteered to be a “rescue 
patient” in a first aid demo’. He said 
the instructor of the rescue squad 
leaned forward a bit too heavily while 
applying artificial respiration. 
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FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, T00, PROTECT AGAINST FIRE 


First Federal Savings and Loan Association 
of Miami, Florida 


Protected by ADT 





Little River Branch 
Opened January 26, 1952 


Main Building 


Fire can cause destruction in financial institutions as in other 
types of business establishments. Damage in such properties 
often is extremely serious because business is interrupted, 
records are destroyed, customers are inconvenienced and nu- 
merous situations arise to cause loss and embarrassment. 


First Federal Savings and Loan Association of Miami, like 
many other Associations, banks and similar institutions, has 
gone all out to protect against fire as well as burglary and other 
hazards. The main building and the recently opened Little 
River Branch both are protected automatically by ADT. 


These services include Aero Automatic Fire Alarm Service 
for the speedy detection and reporting of fire, and ADT 
Phonetalarm (sound detection) for the vault. In addition, the 
premises are protected by ADT Holdup Alarm Service and 
Watchman’s Reporting and Manual Fire Alarm Service. 


Write for illustrated booklet describing these and other ADT e 
Protection Services. 
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Explanation 


A commercial traveller decided sud- 
denly that he would spend a week-end 
at home. He sent a telegram to his wife 
and took the next train 

On his arrival home he found his wife 
in the embrace of another man. Furi- 
ous, he left the house, took rooms at the 
local hotel, and announced that he would 
apply for a divorce 


The next day his father-in-law called 
to try to smooth things over 

“I’m quite sure my daughter has an 
explanation for her behavior,” he said 
“Look here, will you wait until tomor 
row before you do anything about the 
divorce?” 

Reluctantly the husband agreed. On 


the morrow his father-in-law was back 


again, beaming 


“I knew Dorothy would have an ex 
planation,” he said, patting the husband 
on the back. “She didn’t get your tele- 
gram.” 


Cooler Room Wanted 


\ drunk staggered up to a hotel desk 
late one night and demanded another 
room 

“But 
in the house, 

“!l don't 
swer, “I want 
it quick.” 

Realizing that it would do no good to 


of the best rooms 
answered the clerk 

was the stubborn an 
room and I want 


you have 
sir,” 


one 


care,” 
another 


argue or reason with him further, the 
clerk turned to the bellboy and said 
“Move this gentleman out of 505 and put 
him in 508 right away.” 


























“Henry, this is no time to 
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satisfied, 
toward the 


Completely 
guest 


moy ed 












































































"I'll bet his wife can't get him to do that at home!" 









be chasing fire engines!" 


“Just a minute sir,” said the clerk. “If 
you will pardon my curiosity, would you 
mind telling me what you don’t like 
about 505?” 

“Not at all,” replied the drunk. “The 
damned thing’s on fire.” 


Quick Thinking 

One of the town characters faked his 
draft physical by claiming that his eye- 
sight was so impaired that he couldn’t 
even see the Snellen chart on the wall. 
A reluctant doctor finally believed him 
and assigned him a 4-F classification. 

That night the character celebrated by 
going to the movies. Who should come 
in a few minutes later and take a seat 
next to him but the draft board medico 
—and to make a bad matter worse, an 
obvious look of recognition came over 
his face. 

That didn’t faze the phony a bit, how- 
ever. Groping for the doctor’s arm he 
asked, “Say, driver, does this bus stop 


>” 


at Main and Broad Streets? 


“I’m sorry,” said the elevator girl. 
“Did I stop too quickly?” 

“Oh, no,” said the passenger, “I al- 
ways wear my pants down around my 
ankles.” 








A party of tourists came upon an In- 
dian brave riding a pony. A heavily bur- 
dened squaw walked wearily beside him 

“Why doesn’t the squaw ride?” asked 
one of the tourists. 

“Ugh,” grunted the Indian, “she got 
no pony.” 
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INDOORS ano OUTDOORS 


your BEST PROTECTION 


FOR FLAMMABLE LIQUID, GAS 
AND ELECTRICAL FIRES 


ANSUL 


DRY CHEMICAL 


FIRE EXTINGUISHING 
EQUIPMENT 





























GAS FIRES ELECTRICAL FIRES 


FLAMMABLE LIQUID FIRES 


HAND PORTABLES Ansul Dry Chemical Fire Extinguishing Equipment has world-wide 
recognition as preferred protection for flammable liquid, gas and elec- 
WHEELED PORTABLES trical hazards. Yet a surprising number of Ansul Extinguishers are 


° used to protect textile mills and paper mills against serious loss from 

STATIONARY surface fires such as occur in textile lint and combustible paper dust. 
EXTINGUISHERS ; “ny , ‘wilt 

AND The textile and paper making industries rely on Ansul Extinguishers 

’ PIPED SYSTEMS for quick control of dangerous flash fires in class “A” (ordinary com- 

° bustible) materials. Any remaining embers are quenched with small 

TRUCK MOUNTS, quantities of water, thereby keeping water damage at a minimum. 

TRAILERS AND —- te Li . : 
onp-peerea> Surface fires in textile lint and combustible dusts spread rapidly. They 


need quick control. If you have serious lint or dust hazards, talk with 
é your Ansul representative. He may have suggestions to reduce fire 


damage and lost production time. 
Send for File No. 914. You will =i A ie S TT Ti 
receive a variety of helpful print- $ “ 


ed matter. Included is our latest — CHEMICAL COMPANY 


UNITS 
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catalog which describes Ansul 
Extinguishers of all sizes — from 
FIRE EXTINGUISHER DIVISION 
MARINETTE WISCONSIN 


the small Ansul Model 4 to 
OFFICES AND DISTRIBUTORS IN PRINCIPAL CITIES IN THE U. S. A., CANADA AND OTHER COUNTRIES 


Ansul Piped systems and Ansul 
Model 20-8 | 2000 Ib. Stationary Units. 
ALSO MANUFACTURERS OF INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS, REFRIGERANTS AND REFRIGERATION PRODUCTS 



























Hale Type FZZ 


@ Quick-Starting e¢ Portable 


e Compact e Powerful 


e Versatile 





The FZZ will supply from draft, 60 
GPM at 90 lbs. pump pressure; and 
150 GPM at 30 lbs. Can supply two 
capable streams through 1%4-in. lines, 
using nozzle tips up to % in. Note: 
Discharge Adapter can be supplied for 
use with 2%-in. fire hose. 





Esecton 
teaver comes, 
ox? oF 
tieeree 
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Carrying Frame Removed to Show 
Pumping Position 


Ask for demonstration. No obligation 


Write today for FZZ Folder to 


HALE FIRE PUMP COMPANY 


CONSHOHOCKEN, PA. 
Fire Pumps in All Standard Capacities 
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in the seventy-five years which this 
Journal and its forebears have chron- 
icled the progress of the nation’s Fire 
Service, it is doubtful if any single 
development has met with such wide- 
spread enthusiastic acceptance as has 
short wave, two and_ three-wave 
radio. 

Radio naturally received its biggest 
boost when the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission made available suf- 
ficient frequencies to enable all ele- 
ments of the Fire Service to control 
and operate their own radio, on their 
own wave lengths, entirely indepen- 
dent of police or any other service 
with which they previously had to 
share channels. 

Just how far and how deeply has 
radio infiltrated in the Fire Service? 
Just how much remains to be done 


| before the Service can even begin to 


think of 100 per cent radio communi- 
cations (if that will ever be pos- 
sible)? And just how enthusiastic 


| are those chief fire officers who have 


sufficient opportunity to put radio to 
work for them? 

To find the answers to these and 
relative questions, the editors ad- 
dressed a questionnaire to a large list 
of representative fire departments in 
order to secure a sufficient sampling 
of opinion. In the box on a subse- 
quent page are listed the questions 
which were asked. 

Of the first fifty replies tabulated, 
eighteen fire departments reported 
they were 100 per cent radio 
equipped. Of the balance, a number 
were very nearly so equipped and, of 
those that have radio in any amount, 
it is pleasing to announce that thus 
far each participant recorded himself 
as “going to be 100 per cent 
equipped.” 

Although only a fraction of the 
replies have been tabulated, sufficient 
evidence has been received to warrant 


| these observations: 


Two-way radio is already being 
widely used in the Fire Service 
(many respondents use three-way 
radio). It is finding its way into the 
small volunteer departments as well 
as the big municipal departments. 
Granted that a large per cent of the 
nation’s Fire Service either has no 
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radio communications or, if so, us 
it in only a limited way (because 
sharing frequencies or some oth: 
reason), it is quite evident that ti 
idea of Fire Service radio communi 
cations is becoming well “sold.” 
Thus far, the evidence shows 
complete satisfaction with the i 
stalled radio communications systems, 
Some departments apparently ard 
gaining every conceivable advantage 
out of its use. Others, although satis- 
fied with it, are not getting fullest 
value out of it. Still others are strug- 
gling to get out from under the joint 
use of their facilities by police or 
other services or are stuck with the 
old one-way type systems. 
Readers are invited to send in ther 
comments on the subject which will 
be continued in the June issue. Ad¢- 
dress replies to Round Table Editor, 
FIRE ENGINEERING, 24 West 40th 
Street, New York 18, N. Y. 





Discussion of the Subject 


Ben J. Zahn, Chief, Ann Arbor, Mich: 
In the City of Ann Arbor, we have 
been using two-way radio since 194 
when one set was installed in the 
chief’s car. Since that time three more 
trucks have been equipped so that no 
matter what kind of a fire we respond 
to, there is always one piece with a 
radio. We operate in conjunction with 
our police department and find that it 
works very efficiently. 

We have used our radio to call the 
apparatus, to inform them to return 
to quarters on numerous occasions, 
when informed that they were not 
needed. 

We dispatch two men with a radio- 
equipped pickup truck on all minor 
fires, such as grass, chimney, cars, 
overheated furnaces, etc., and find this 
works very well. Whenever more help 
is needed they can call by radio which 


happens about twice in 100 calls. We 
would not be without it. 
Al Tibbetts, Chief, Anderson, Ind.: 


About ninety per cent of our vehicles 
are equipped with two-way radio, and 
we hope to have them all equipped 
soon. 

We use the radio for turn-around, 
to send in another alarm in case of 3 
major fire, etc. The uses of radio are 
unlimited in case of disaster. 

We use the radio to route a truck 
coming in to a fire to prevent them 
from running over hose and to direct 
them to the hydrant we want them to 
use. We therefore can tell them the 
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situation before they 
scene of the disaster 

For fire prevention work we have a 
car which is radio-equipped. This unit 
is of great help to the department by 
finding fires, streets that are closed 
and not reported, etc., and is available 
for any emergency 

We man a resuscitator twenty-four 
hours a day. Radio speeds up this 
type of work and is a great help 
towards maintaining good public re- 
lations. 

C. W. Wyrick, Chief, Greensboro, N. C.: 
We have had two-way radio on our 
apparatus since 1951 and can I truly 
say that it is the biggest boom to the 
fire service that I have encountered in 
my 26 years of fire fighting. We won- 
der how we were able to get along 
without it 

We are 100% radio equipped and 
the advantages mount daily. 


SAFELY STORED IN 

APPARATUS TANKS 

WITH NO DANGER 

OF CORROSION 

TO TANKS, PUMPS 
OR VALVES. 


A FACT 


Proven by hundreds of 


arrive at the 





In one year of operation with two- 
way radio, we saved better than 300 
miles of excessive running by the use 
of the “turn around system.” Natur- 
ally, this saves also on wear and tear, 
fuel bills, and the added danger of ac- 
cidents while answering these respec- 
tive calls. 

The two-way radio enables us to 
make home inspections daily with the 
apparatus that is in service. Many 
times, while on home inspections, the 
company inspecting has responded to 
fire calls that were nearer to where 
they were inspecting than they would 
have been if they had been in their 
station. 

We have seen the benefit of two- 
way radio on numerous occasions at 
fires. [| am now in direct contact with 
all companies and emergency orders 
can be dispatched much quicker than 
any other way. 


S- 


ids 


Fire Departments where Solvoid 
treated water has been stored con- 
tinuously for many years...even 
in the strongest concentrations. 


Lm A 


tests proved Solvoid to be 


fale ae “> 5 4 hd, ae ee ve 7 4 . . 
Send Coupon T PA i age | 15% less corrosive than water. 





SOLVOID Division, 
American Marine Paint Company 
311 California St., SAN FRANCISCO 


Without obligation please furnish detailed information about 


SOLVOID as checked below. 
[] Class-A Fire Data 
(.) INJECT-TA-LINE Proportioner 


NAME__ 
TITLE 





CO) Cless-8 Fire Dato 
(] Sweeney Report 





ADDRESS_ 





a STATE 





OUR EQUIPMENT DEALER IS: 


ISOLVOID Division 
American Marine 
Paint Company 


311 California St. 
San Francisco, Calif. 
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2. Do you use radio in a “turn- 


3. Have you any suggestions to 


HERE IS THE QUESTION 


1. Do you use 2-way radio in you 
department? If so, what per 
centage of your vehicles ar 
equipped for 2-way or 3-war 
conversations? If not fully 
equipped at present, do you ex 
pect to ultimately be 100 pe: 
cent radio equipped? 


around” system to save mileage 
and attendant lowering of 
accidents, operating costs, etc., 
of your motorized equipment? 


broaden and improve fire de- 

partment use of modern short- 

wave radio: 

(a) In fire control and extin- 
guishment ? 

(b) In fire prevention (inspec- 
tions, etc.) ? 

(c) In improving public rela- 
tions? 











Proper home inspection by neat, 
courteous, efficient firemen is one of 
the best ways to improve public rela- 
tions between the public and the fire 
department that I can think of. 


Edward J. Blohm, Chief, Detroit, Mich.: 
One hundred per cent of our vehicles 
are equipped with two-way radio. 

The use of two-way radio has in- 
creased the mobility of the department 
to a great degree. It also makes pos- 
sible the more expedient extinguish- 
ment of fire by improved response 
from any location of apparatus in the 
field. More positive directions as to 
reporting locations at major fires are 
possible through the use of radio. The 
major advantage of radio can be de- 
fined and recognized more easily if we 
were simply to state that all fire com- 
panies are “in service” and available 
to the department at all times. 

Our arson investigators’ vehicles are 
radio-equipped and the above state- 
ment applies also to their activities. It 
goes without saying that fire preven- 
tion inspectors in the field can operate 
more efficiently if they are also radio- 
equipped, but whether or not the in- 
creased mobility of the inspectors 
would compensate for the possible 
clogging of radio channels is ques- 
tionable. 

Faster response to calls, better ser- 
vice to the public, the reduction of 
possible fire losses and the consequen- 
tial saving of life and property always 
make for good public relations, The 
saving of costs, reduction in miles 
traveled and the possibility of lower- 
ing accident hazards through the use 





of two-way radio are foregone conclu- 
sions in Detroit. Radio has ceased to 
be a novelty here; it is decidedly a 
necessity and is the equivalent of add- 
ing many fire companies to our force. 

H. A. Smith, Chief, Honolulu, Hawaii: 
All vehicles used in fire fighting and 
rescue work are equipped for three- 
way conversation. 

We use radio in a “turn-around” 
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ees 2 system to save mileage and to cut | 
lown on operating costs. | e e 
IN Edward E. Wischer, Chief, Milwaukee, " 
Wis.: All our apparatus (110 pieces) (? /é Sa IS 0 e Mn ere 
in you are equipped with receivers, forty-five | 
at per have two-way and one piece has three- | 


way. 4 
es ar We intend to concentrate on com- | / et fj e Scott it-Paks” ’ 
3-way pleting our radio equipment to a two- | ms 


fully way system and possibly three-way, | 
rou ex before attempting to _ this communi- | 
cation system tor other purposes. } 
00 per Radio is presently used in fire con- | 
trol and extinguishment.to some de- | 
“turn- gree in directing response of additional | 
lileage apparatus to the scene of an alarm 
ig of through selection of points of ap- 
proach and placement of apparatus | 
S, etc., which would be impeded by traffic and 
ment? crowds, or other abnormal conditions. 
ons to Radio is also used for the transmis- 
sion of calls for additional equipment 
re de- - “ . 
or sounding of greater alarms. It is 
short- therefore not necessary any longer to 
go to alarm box and thereby cause a 
extin- delay. 
J. C. Klinck, Chief, Memphis, Tenn.: 
We are one hundred per cent radio- 
nspec- equipped on standard fire fighting 


equipment and chiefs’ cars. 

rela- We use it extensively in a “turn- 
around” system. 

R. C. Malmquist, Chief, Minneapolis, 

— Minn.: We use two-way radio exten- 

—— sively; three-way only on very urgent 

messages and we rely very much on 





1e2 "ye : . 

neat, the use of same. In fact, we feel that | 

one “Sage - 

c , Ae two-way radio is one of the greatest | } 
ow improvements in the fire communica- | \ 
he fire 


tions field since the advent of the tele- 


Mich. : “i | PROTECT LIVES... KNOCK FIRES DOWN FASTER 


All of our vehicles, including staff 


ehicles cars, gasoline truck and maintenance | e 
Oo. vehicles are so equipped. We also with covr (7, " fe 
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tions and find it has proven its worth matter how hard ye work, be a 
les are manv times over in this field. relaxed comfortable b / 
tna - _ We are finding more and more use your life depends on 2 
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— tions in their respective districts and youre wearing your SCO AIR-PAK. 
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ed when the public receives rapid, accu- r 
> rate and flexible service that is pos- ESTABLISHED Um 1992 WRITE TODAY 
walled sible when all fire apparatus is for illustrated 
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os “ial contact with headquarters. 

nail Donald S. Charles, Chief, Charlotte, 

sof td N. C.: We have three-way radio on all 
vehicles at the present time. 


diy a We feel that the radio and com- SAFETY EQUIPMENT DIVISION 


Fmd munication system we have in Char- | GOT LWAAIIOD (FOE 
+ lotte is very satisfactory. In addition 

awes: to three-way conversation via radio, 215 ERIE STREET LANCASTER, N. Y. 

y and our chief officers’ cars are equiped with | Canada: Safety Supply Co., Toronto — Branches in principal cities 


three- walkie-talkie outfits for use in o 
péra- | port: Southe Co., 157 Chambers Street, New York 7, N. Y. 
tions at the scene of fires. o . = Sayer Se 
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Stronger 
than 


&) Steel! | 
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+ 
New lightweight. champion / 


Molded * Fiberglas sets new 
standards for protection. 
Resilient construction ab- 
sorbs blows;protects neck & spine. 


Naturally insulated against heat. 
Radiation tests indicate 10% cooler 
inside. Acid and chemical resist- | 
ant; non-conductor of electricity. 


Greater Comfort: Weighs only 20 
oz. Fully ventilated. Headband as- 
sembly self-shaping like a felt hat. 
Adjustable headband; one size fits 
all heads. Choice of black, red, or 
white in solid, molded colors. | 
Write to E. D. Bullard Co., 275 
Eighth St., San Francisco 3, Calif. 
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R. Beaulieu, 


'T. P. Treadwell, 


Zephrin 





Paul P. Heinz, Chief. 


C. C, Styron, Chief, Atlanta, Ga.: 


Bureau is also radio-equipped and we 
have found it most worthwhile, saving 
time and mileage, as well as dispatch- 
ing the work more promptly and effi- 
ciently. 

It is felt that public relations be- 
tween the fire department and the 
citizenry are improved as a result of 
our fire alarm and communication 
system. 

Chief, Quebec, Que.: 
Twenty per cent of our vehicles are 
equipped with three-way radio. This 
system has been in effect for two 
years, and we ultimately hope to have 
all our apparatus so equipped. We 
have often used radio in a turn-around 
system to save costs and mileage. 
Chief, Fort Collins, 
Colo.: One-third of our apparatus is 
equipped with two-way radio. We 
hope to have all our equipment 
equipped some time this year. 

We have found the use of two-way 
radio on our rural engine very helpful, 
as it broadens the service we can give 
in our rural district. 

Radio also enables us to make home 
inspections with on-duty crews. This 
in itself has been one of our best pub- 
lic relations builders. 

Drouin, Chief, Lewiston, 
Maine: We have been pleading with 
our city fathers for radio equipment, 
but they cannot see the light. Only 
the police and sheriffs’ departments 
are so equipped. Our twin city, Au- 
burn, is completely equipped. It is 
hoped that next year we will be con- 
sidered in our request for such equip- 
ment. The sum of $6,000 was recom- 
mended this year, but cut off. 

New Haven, 
Conn.: We have three-way (car to 
car; car to headquarters; headquarters 
to car) radio on all our fire fighting 
vehicles as well as on all light cars for 
chief officers. Maintenance cars for 
fire alarm telegraph and the fire mar- 
shal’s car are likewise equipped. 

We use radio in all ways practical 
for better fire fighting efficiency, to 
turn back apparatus, to call for addi- 
tional help, to communicate between 
company officers and pump operators, 
to shut down lines in case of a break, 
or to reduce pressure or give more 
pressure. , 

It may be possible to control over- 
head street signal lights from our 
driver’s set on apparatus by using the 
impulse from our transmitter to oper- 
ate a relay on the signal light as- 
sembly. 

We have a remote control transmit- 
ter and receiver in the chief's office so 
that all communications can be heard 
at all times. 

One- 


third of our trucks and one-quarter of 
our pumpers are equipped with two- 
way radio. We ultimately expect to 
have all our apparatus so equipped. 

We use it in a turn-around system 
to save mileage and attendant lowering 
of accidents, operating costs, etc. 


* * * 


The following replies are in answer to 


a previous discussion on extra- curricular 
activities of fire departments. 


te Evans, 


Chief, Reno, Nev.: We 
have been ‘called upon more frequently 
in recent years for help in emergencies 
which were formerly considered the 
work of other organizations. 

We have had to add boat and grap- 
pling equipment and equipment to 


G. N. Paris, Chief, Tulsa, Okla.: 


Earl R. McDaniel, 


T. L. Townley, Jr., 


James T. Blamey, 
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work in snow such as a toboggan in 
connection with ambulance work. 

I feel it is good public relations as 
long as it does not hamper the effi- 
ciency of the fire department. 

While 
we have been called upon more fre- 
quently to handle emergencies for- 
merly covered by other organizations, 
we have not found it necessary to add 
special tools and equipment up to this 
time. We have purchased some addi- 
tional equipment because of the in- 
crease in this sort of emergency work. 

Up to a point, I believe the fire de- 
partment should lend its help when 
emergencies arise, if it dees not seri- 
ously interfere with the department's 
primary duties and responsibilities. A 
fire department has very little to offer 
but service, and a little extra helping 
of service occasionally builds better 
public relations, and I believe it is a 
commodity each and every fire depart- 
ment should have. 


William Stanley, Chief, Timmins, Ont.: 


We have found that we are called 
upon more frequently for help in 
emergencies than in the past. We 
have had to add a boat and grappl- 
ing irons for drowning cases, pipe 
wrenches and water pipe fittings in 
case of freeze-up and bursting of 
water pipes due to the severe degree 
of frost and pass keys for lockouts. 
It is a natural reaction to help some- 
one who is in trouble. It creates co- 
operation and a better understanding 
between citizens and the fire depart- 
ment. We should bear in mind, how- 
ever, that these emergencies must not 
interfere seriously with fire protection. 


Chief, Lexington, 
Ky.: We have been called upon more 
frequently for help in emergencies 
which were formerly considered the 
work of other departments or organi- 
zations. 

We have had to add first aid and 
rescue equipment. 

I believe the fire service should be 
willing to respond to any emergency 
where life and property are in danger. 
It makes a good public relations pro- 
gram for the department when the 
people in a community feel that they 
can call on on the fire service when 
they are in any kind of trouble. We 
are pushing a public service program 
in our department. 

Chief, Norman, 
Okla.: I believe the fire department 
should assist in any emergency where 
property and life are involved. Fire 
departments can respond more quickly 
than most organizations. However, I 
still say “assist” and not “take” the 
work away from other organizations. 


Harry E. Whitcomb, Chief, Pueblo, 


Colo.: We have had to add cellar 
pumps to our equipment to handle the 
calls we get for pumping out cellars. 

I believe the fire department should 
lend its help where needed. I don’t 
think, however, they should be called 
upon to do police duty; pump out 
basements (except at fires); detail 
work at lodges, dances, etc. (without 
being paid); hang flags, banners, etc.; 
wetting down ball fields (private) ; 
washing off streets; painting fire 


stations, etc. 

Chief, Spokane, 
Wash.: We have been called upon 
more frequently in recent years for 
help in emergencies which were for- 
merly considered the work of other 
departments. We have had to add a 
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Superior quality, design, fabric texture and many 
exclusive features have made Midwestern Protective 
Clothing the leader wherever men fight fires. Mack- 
inaw Coats and other famous Midwestern garments 
heip safeguard the fireman’s life on every run . 

enable him to efficiently use his equipment to the 





fullest advantage. 


There is no substitute for the extra protection, 
built-in comfort and longer wear you get by specify- 
ing Midwestern clothing. In our vast selection of 
rubber materials you will find the type of fabric 
exactly suited to your climate and needs. You can 
count on the softness and flexibility of the high 
grade materials used to meet your most exacting 
requirements for lasting comfort and rugged service. 


Due to government requirements for Midwestern 
Protective Clothing, prompt delivery will be assisted 
if you place your order early. For complete in- 
formation, have your Midwestern dealer show you 
our full line. A letter to the factory will also bring 
you literature and material samples for your inspec- 
tion. 





HONE GENUINE WITHOUT THIS TRADE MARK 


MIDWESTERN MFG. CO., Mackinaw, Illinois 


Manufacturers of the Famous MACKINAW Coats 
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GERSTENSLACGER 





Built by Gerstenslager for the Cleveland (Ohio) Fire Department 


— the rescue car designed and built 
to your specifications 


The growing recognition of the Rescue Car’s im- 
portance to well-equipped public safety departments 
is accompanied by recognition that it should be 
specifically fitted to the department’s needs. The 
growing number of public safety departments com- 
ing to Gerstenslager for rescue cars individually 
designed and built to specifications is a natural 
consequence. One of our nationwide staff of field 
sales engineers is equipped by training and experi- 
ence to help you develop the best type of rescue car 
for your requirements. . 


The GERSTENSLAGER Co. 


WOOSTER, OHIO 
Established 1860 











NEW FOGG-IT "Triple Jet” SAFETY NOZZLE 


provides a blanket of fog 
for small hazardous fires 


Scientifically engineered to deliver a fine pattern of protective 
fog, even on low pressure water systems. Fits om any %” 
garden hose. Safely smothers incipient fires in containers of 
paints, oils, chemicals, etc. Eliminates dangerous splash 
created by straight stream of water. 


Excellent in fixed installations. Keeps water damage to mini- 
mum since it delivers only 2% gallons of water at 50 psi. 


Machined from solid brass and completely guaranteed. 


Only $3.00 each. If not available from your dealer, 
send check or money order to 


FOGG-IT SALES COMPANY 


Dept. 7-A — P. O. Box 1985, Modesto, California 





PAT. PEND. 
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first aid car fully equipped. 

Ordinarily we do not like to step 
into situations where private organiza- 
tions have been operating, but emer- 
gencies seem to create situations that 
nullify the above. 

H. E. Grunwald, Chief, Fond Du Lac, 
Wis.: We have had to help more fre- 
quently in recent years in emergencies 
which were formerly considered the 
work of other organizations. 

We have not, however, had to add 
special tools or equipment to handle 
these. 

I do believe we should lend our aid 
in such emergencies, because it makes 
for better public relations. 








World Wide Fire News 


By Roi B. Woolley 











Officer Dies in Griffis AF Base Fire 


Reported the first major fire on the 
Griffis Air Force Base, Rome, N. Y., an 
early morning blaze on March 12th, last, 
destroyed the base Officers Club, caus 
ing the death of Capt. John F. Gietl, 31, 
AFB finance officer. 

The burned building housed club- 
rooms, lounge, bar, officers’ mess and 
recreation rooms, with officers’ quarters 
on the second floor. Nine others of the 
17 officers quartered in the frame build- 
ing were in their rooms when fire of 
unknown origin broke out about 3:00 
\. M. All were forced to flee in their 
nightclothes. By daylight the building, 
constructed originally as a barracks in 
1941 and converted to a club in 1943, 
was a ruin. 

Base fire fighters, aided by a pumper 
from No. 2 Engine House, Rome Fire 
Department, were unable to control the 
fast spreading fire until about 6:00 A.M 
Capt. Gietl’s body was recovered about 
8:10 A.M. 

Property damage was estimated at 
more than $100,000. No firemen were 
injured. 

* * + 


From the World Fire News Ticker 


A Littleton, Colo., transport pilot 
spotted a residential blaze on Mar. 3rd, 
last, while flying over Omaha, Neb., and 
radioed an alarm that sent firemen to the 
scene of the fire. The pilot, returning 
his United Air Lines plane to Omaha 
Municipal Airport, noticed the house in 
flames, radioed the airport control tower, 
which called the fire fighters. ... : A fast 
mail train came out of a Wasatch Moun- 
tain tunnel on Feb. 28th, rounded a curve 
and plowed into a flaming trailer truck’s 
tank of high octane gasoline that had 
slipped off an adjacent highway. Most 
of the 350 tons of mail in nine of the 
cars bound from the east for California 
and Utah were destroyed. . . . Speaking 
of railroad cars, a roaring fire spouted 
hundreds of feet into the air on Mar. 1, 
last, when 40 tank cars were derailed 
near Bonita, Tex., spilling oil and-gaso- 
line. Nineteen cars of a M. K. & T. R.R. 
freight were burned; the remaining 21 
were strewn about the right of way and 
burned for six hours. ... Three workers 
were killed, an undetermined number in- 
jured, and most of the plant destroyed 
by an explosion at a dynamite factory at 
Stadl Paura, near Linz, Austria, in Feb- 
ruary.’. .. Fires of undetermined origin 
reportedly have ravaged 7,000 acres of 
United Fruit Co. banana fields at Tiqui- 
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sa'c, Guatemala, where more than 10,000 
acres were destroyed by storms last 
September. This about completes ruin 
of United Fruit property on the Pacific 
littoral of Guatemala. The property is 
being auctioned to satisfy a labor union 
claim for $650,000 in back wages. : 
An ordinary buoy that drifted ashore on 
a beach in Cumberland, Eng., caused 
the death of a 14-year-old boy when he 
and a friend put it into a bonfire. The 
heat caused the expansion of the air in- 
side and the container exploded. He died 
later of his injuries. . . . A dynamite 
blast delayed for 19 years finally went 
off as a rock quarry was re-activated by 
the T.V.A. near Bridgeport, Ala. The 
holes were drilled for the dynamite in 
1932 and, when the quarry was reopened | 
in 1951, blasters slipped their charges 
into the 19-year-old holes. ... When a 
Japanese photographer tried to take a 
picture with what he thought was old- 
fashioned flashlight powder in an Osaka 
camera shop, the resulting blast demol- 
ished the shop, killed two men and dam- 


accidentally fell from a Navy plane and 
narrowly missed striking a pedestrian | 
in Clementown, N. J. The bomb gave 
off clouds of dense white smoke as it 
hit and buried itself in a street. Bomb 
reportedly fell from one of ten planes 
returning to the air base from target 
practice runs near Atlantic City. 
* * * 


Alaskan City Swept by Fire—Dynamite Fails | 


Fire, which mushroomed out of a 
hardware store in Wrangell, Alaska, in 
March, wiped out more than half the 
town’s business section, destroying 20 
frame buildings and a residence perched 
on pilings along the town’s main street, 
before it was controlled. 

Fire Chief William D. Grant esti- 
mated the los; at close to $1 million. 
Eighty-five persons were made home- 
less before the flames were controlled, 
four and one-half hours after the start 
of the blaze, reportedly caused by a 
boiler explosion. 

Dynamiting of buildings in the path | 
of the fire failed to stem its advance. 
One man was hospitalized after being 
hit on the head by timber sent flying by 
a dynamite explosion. 

Wrangell, a community of 1,200 per- | 
sons, 720 miles north of Seattle, was 
threatened with extinction. Not until 
the community’s only hotel collapsed, 
and the only bakery shop, barber shop, 
frozen food locker plant, theatre, the 
Elks Club, a bowling alley, Redmen’s 
Lodge, one of three large grocery | 
stores, two liquor stores and two gift 
shops burned, was the blaze brought | 
under control. 





* * 
Church Panic Kills 44 in Caracas 


A false alarm of fire in Santa Teresa | 
Church, Caracas, Venezuela, on the 
morning of April 9, last, resulted in a | 
panic in which 44 persons were killed 
and at least 100 more were injured, 
when 1,000 terror-stricken worshipers 
stampeded and trampled on each other. 

The church is one of the most impor- 
tant in the city and was full of morning 
worshipers participating in Easter cere- 
monies when the disaster occurred. 

The exact origin of the tragedy has 
not been determined. Early reports in- 
dicated there had been a small fire 
caused by a lighted candle at the altar. 
ater the priest in charge stated that 
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EXTINGUISHER , 





One glance tells you just how the Randolph operates—no instruc- 
tions, no explanations necessary! That’s why anybody can get a 
Randolph into action fast! No valves to turn, no nozzles to ad- 
just; just point and press your thumb and Randolph’s cloud of 
snowy CO, kills fire instantly! ' 

Non-damaging Randolph CO, evaporates without a trace, is 
non-toxic, won’t conduct electricity, deteriorate or freeze. And 
all Randolph Models are Underwriters’ Approved. 


A COMPLETE LINE OF EXTINGUISHERS AND AUTONIATIC SYSTEMS 


Learn how Randolph gives your plant panic-proof, split-second protection 
against. flammable liquid, electrical and other hard-to-haadle fires! Write 
Randolph Laboratories, Inc., 19 E. Kinzie St., Chicago 11, [lliriois. 
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there had been no fire and that thes 
alarms had been completely false. Th | 





fire alarms were apparently shouted by 
Build your own fire truck a few persons inside the church whe -_ 
began to rush for the exit. The res —=—— 

of the congregation—men, women and June 2- 
for o few hundred dollars children—panicked, and a general stam- ee 
, pede resulted, worshipers fighting each™ ,>°"S‘ 

nl other to get to the one narrow door,§* or F 














according to press accounts. N. D. 

Only action by hundreds of police F ings 

The time has come when rural fire protection and firemen, called to the scene, finallyff* CHIE 

should leave the “Fancy Dan” class so that every restored order. Most of the victims suf- ear 
small community can do a real down-to-eatth job of focated in the crush. P og 

extinguishing fires rapidly, simply and inexpensively. , Dome versions attribute the alarms tof * LEGE 

The nickel plate, red paint, gadgets and polish are good if you can oe ogy @ while others said it comtay 

afford them. But all you need for sound, economical fire protection is , — ~ - ki, ae Phe o> ct ‘. A, ~ & June 3- 

an Oberdorfer All Bronze Pump hooked up to the transmission of a h gD ve oy of -y a, en 

dependable truck that carries a tank of water loaded with a good SROTEeS QucEty Cpence mquities mts a 
wetting agent. the disaster, said to be the worst of its ville 

Effective fire control starts just as soon as this outfit can reach its des- kind in the history of the country. : June 4 

“a begs : . Later, police blamed a band of pick- ASSC 

tination and a man can grab the nozzle end of the booster hose and get pockets for creating the panic and said N. Y 

to the fire. The resulting penetrating stream of over 125 Ibs. pressure they had escaped in the confusion The Corns 

is the fastest and most important phase of fire fighting. dead included. 22 chiidven , . Juss 3 

Do you have a garage, a truck and a mechanic with a littl common pare — meet 
sense? We have the pump you need. Write for details. Doomed French Village Hit by Fire “enemy 

Only about a week before the village oo 

of Tignes, France, was doomed to Fire 

0 E t R D g vanish beneath the water of France's June. 5 

newest and biggest dam, fire, believed NN.’ 

to be accidental, broke out in the Hotel Batt 

BRONZE ROTARY GEAR de la Grande and spread rapidly through June 

two hotels and houses. presse 


Special guards, gendarmes and _ fire Ocal 
a7 Pp U M ie brigades from the area fought the § June 
- - - : ». OF 


. spreading fire, with little success. The ; 
No. 26—$190.00 hotel in which the blaze originated was Mite 
ae owned by a former mayor of the vil- J june : 
lage who resigned in protest against the meet 
' decision to submerge it. The other Urb 
> ¢ Chai 
burned hotel was the headquarters of 
waif Aims © i the resisters, who refused to leave June. 
‘4 ceeee a : Tignes, despite the French Electricity cont 
i : ' Board’s decree. Oca 
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May 1922—-NORTH CAROLINA FIRE COL- = 
LEGE AND DRILL SC ‘ nnua - 
PERFORMANCE DATA—No. 26 PUMP SHOWN ABOVE meeting, Charlotte, N. C. For information, Edt 
contact Chief Donald S. Charles. Fire Head- June 
Pump Shaft Pounds Hose Length Dry Suction Vol. in Gal. quarters, Charlotte, N. C. School to be under OF 
R.P.M. Pressure and Size Lift in Feet | Per Minute a eee ee ee S 
a scl a... 4 
1600 12¢ 500’—114” , May 19-24—-CONNEC TiCUT FIRE COLLEGE 
, 500-1 15 150 Annual meeting, New Haven Fire School, New June 
4 Haven, Conn. For information contact L. W. Jun 
' * , Eddy, Supervisor, Service Training. Vocational w =! 
For complete specifications of this and other Oberdorfer All Bronze Booster Training Field Service, Department of Educa- ia 
Pumps, and name of your nearest distributor, write: May’ 3 NEBRASKA FIRE. SCHOOL, Re- Lal 
gional meeting, ero a Neb. a I nel jue 
ters, Director State partment o ocationa : 
FIRE PUMP DIVISION OBERDORFER FOUNDRIES, INC., S Us | Sot wteke Rust Dh Sak ten SL 
os Syracuse, N.t. men’s training. Russell D. Salak, Box 312, 92 
— auntie Schuyler, Neb., Secretary-Treasurer. June 
May 2627—SOUTH CAROLINA FIREMEN’S sO 
ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, Columbia, Te 
S. C. Secretary, George Rodelsperger, New- Ge 
=: berry, S. C. sot 
M ay 26-28—OREGON FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIA- June 
ON. Annual meeting, Medford, Ore. Secre- O} 
fam Chief W. P. Roble, Fire Headquarters, W 
FOR BOOSTER ona HIGH PRESSURE Si 
an May 2620-INDIANA STATE FIRE SCHOOL. St 
Annual meeting, Purdue University, Lafayette, BAS 
REMOUNTABLE — without the FOG LINES Ind. For — contact Francis a = 
h f dditi | ts; Associate Director, Department of ireman , 
— over oad or egein = fer moaimum off Training, Public Safety Institute, Purdue Uni- cor 
fe) i ll yo ee ‘a versity, Lafayette, Ind. Oc 
FULL FLOW — no suppression Ye A y May “LORIDA STATE FIRE COL- June 
of flow in coupling ae segs a Se = LEG Units 101, 102, 201. For information E} 
HIGH PRESSURE — tested to Se cans ob contact Chief W. H. Barnett, P. O. Box 785, re 
3000 Ib., 500 Ib. pull heer A to «ol of Ocala, Fla., Superintendent. D: 
menateees gepasstenes a aa May 28—FAIRFIELD COUNTY FIRE CHIEFS’ ™ 
wees th Ii va EMERGENCY PLAN. Monthly meeting, Sec- A 
weeveree oy weer Or Sonnee retary, Lt, Anthony Gorminaro, 26 Mill Ridge. M 
STREAMLINED — free from ob. anbury, Corn. 
jectionable projections BAR-WAY MFG. CO. June 1 NEBRASKA yee SCHOOL. Re- Ae 
gional meeting alentine, Neb. Joseph I. Fet- un 
po otter MACHINED — Gendell ters, Director State Department of Vocational T 
olways lee some inter. — “> Education, Lincoln, Neb., in charge of fire- m 
changeable W. D. Rigdon men’s training. Russell D. Salak, Box 312, Ci 
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on and® | 2-3—NORTH DAKOTA FIREMEN’S AS- . . . : 
stam- a CIATION. Annual meeting, Fargo, N. Dak. 1 st Vice President, International 


Association of Fire Chiefs and Chief 
of Fire Department, Oklahoma City 


SAYS. 
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- h Secretary, H. R. Handtmann, Bismarck, N. D. 

B each® yc 2-4-MISSOURI VALLEY ASSOCIATION 
door, OF FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, Fargo, 

N. DD. Secretary-Treasurer, Chief Ray Tiller, 

police Fire Headquarters, Waterloo, Ia 

- “@ june 2-4—-EASTERN ASSOCIAT ION OF FIRE 
finally CHIEFS. Annual meeting, Reading, Pa. Sec- 

ns suf- retary, Joseph A. Glammatteo, Chief of the 
Fire Department, Glen Echo, Md. 

June 2-6—FLORIDA STATE FIRE COL- 




















rms to LEGE. Units 101, 102, 202. For information 
Said it contact Chief W. H. Barnett, P. O. 785, 
a rob- Ocala, Fla., Superintendent f 
A June 3-S—KENTUCKY FIRE SCHOOL. Annual 
f\u- meeting, University of Kentucky, Lexington, 
S into Ky. Chairman Fire School Committee, John L. 
of its Th od, Ry. Kentucky Inspection Bureau, Louis- 
: ville 2, 
J: June 4-6—N Tew YORK STATE FIRE CHIEFS 
pick ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting Binghamton, 
d said N. ¥. Secretary. Henry F. Drake, Clinton 
The Corners, New York. 
June 5-7—NORTHERN NEW YORK VOLUN 


tion, contact Alexandria Bay Fire 
Tune 7-8—-NORTHERN CALIFORNIA FIRE 
CHIEFS ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, 


TEER FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. Annual e 55 
meeting, Alexandria Bay, N. Y. For informa " essen Te | 
; ‘ire Department , . 








“_ Fresno, Cal. Secretary. Chief Thomas M. Lane dis Widely known 
>¢ to Fire Headquarters, Alameda, Cal. aml eimiles ven- 
ance’s | June _9-13—NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION | _ » “Ghee bcehen 
lj = ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, New York, tion work, Chief McAlpine 
Hotel N. Y. General Manager, Percy Bugbee, & heads the modern, pro- 
otel Batterymarch Street, Boston, Mass. : . 
rough § June 9-13-FLORIDA STATE FIRE COL- | [ gressive Oklahoma City 
™ LEGE. Units 104, 105, 203. For information . Fire Department. His high 
: contact Chief W. H. Barnett, P. O. Box 785, | - regard for INDIAN FIRE 
1 fire Ocala, Fla., Superintendent. } } PUMPS 
+ the J june 10-12-SOUTHEASTERN ASSOCIATION | MPS speaks volumes for 
"he OF FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, Lexing their efficiency. 
1¢ - 
ton, Ky. Secretary-Treasurer, Chief G. A. 
1 was Mitchell, Opelika, Ala. 
: = June 10-13—ILLINOIS FIRE COLLEGE. Annual : : ae 
S meeting, Smith Music Hall, Champaign- | ’ : : 7a ae | 
other Urbana, Ill. Secretary, R. W. Alsip, Box 8, ‘ 7, . » Pe sd 
: Champaign, II. 2 - 
rs ot 4 
leave June 16-2—-FLORIDA STATE FIRE COL 
‘cit LEGE. Units 104, 105, 204. For information 
icity contact Chief W. H. Barnett, P. O. Box 785, 


Ocala, Fla., Superintendent, 


June 16-2—OKLAHOMA FIRE HAZARD . . 
CONTROL SHO COURSE, Oklahoma A. & Now is the time to be 


M. College, Stillwater, Okla. For information . 
write W. Fred isle Oklahoma A. & M sure that YOU are fully 
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Sene 0-20 MICHIGAN FIRE COLLEGE. An- equipped with these 
COL- yal “Secretary, ™ D. Wasin, oe Bupeet- great, portable fire 
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Siw June ot A gy Fire Marshals Association » . 
2 ows Annual meeting, Jasper, Alta. ’ PUMPS 
a ee June 19-2I—-UTAH STATE FIRE SCHOOL. An- | P U M P S will eure you ordered INDIAN Tred 
Pduca- nual meeting, Salt Lake City, Utah. For in- | i ii fense? Be 
duce formation contact Chief J. K. Piercey, Salt you time and effort. for aan" . . 

Re- Lake City Fire Department. a The cost is low. Their ~ . 
. Fet June _ 19-2I—HUDSON VALLEY VOLUNTEER : 
itional FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, many vu ses Qa Imost Smith INDIAN Smith INDIAN 

fire- Newburgh, N. Y. Secretary, Charles M. Fales. Back Firing Drip Torch Drinking Woter & Supply Tank 
< 312, 92 Clove Avenue, Haverstraw, N. Y. | unlimited. - ° 

ae June 23-2—TENNESSEE FIREMEN’S AS- 
[EN’S SOCIATION. Annual meeting, Johnson City, | 
imbia, Tenn. For information, contact Chief L. L. Send fora copy of 
New- Geisler, Johnson City Fire Department, John- | t | It 
woe toe ‘oa po ENGLAND ASSOCIATION ee ee —_ 
“mawndl une 23-26o—-NE a sAl AY é r 4 
ot OF FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, Hotel tells you everything 

Wentworth, Portsmouth, N. H.  Secretary- 

OO! Treasurer, John W. O’Hearn, 206 Mt. Auburn you want to know 
~ Street, Watertown, Mass 
yette, ’ ’ , 
‘man, June _23-2—FLORIDA STATE FIRE COL- about INDIAN FIRE 
eman EGE. Jnits 106, 107, 205. For information ° 

Uni contact Chief W. H. Barnett, P. O. Box 785, | PUMPS. Write today. 
fe Ocala, Fla., Superintendent. 
— me 2 FAIRFIELD COUNTY FIRE CHIEFS 
ation =MERGENCY PLAN. Monthly meeting. Sec- 
. 785, retary, Lt. Anthony Gorminaro, 26 Hill Ridge, 1406 | MAIN ST. 
EFS’ gy Conn. ‘ ‘ Me ays Uh a ler.\ z. N. Y. 
Gen June _25-27— MARYLAND STATE FIREMEN’S BF HES CANADIAN 
a ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, Ocean City, AGE 

Md. Secretary, Ted C. Gardner, 6313 59th Ave- } 

Re nue, Riverdale Heights, Md. | 

Fet June 26-2—SOUTHERN NEW YORK VOLUN.- 
ional TEER FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. Annual | r \ 

fire meeting, Greenport, L. I, N. Y. Secretary, | 1 diy ge 4 blobs vn! eeida: an 6 Ww. Third Str - Hickey & Sons ‘I 


312, gli yo 630 6th Avenue, New Hyde | AE vs elahade A det ; si : : retard ‘inca iain Gagne 








Chief, How's Your 
Life-Saving Record? 


Any smoke-suffocations lately? Or gas 
cases? Or drownings? 


If so, how did your resuscitator per- 
form? How did your men do? 


These are the two all-important ele- 
ments of life-saving — And we can help 
you on both scores. Our resuscitator 
enables you to do more for the patient, 
through its special controls than any 
automatic breathing machine so far de- 
veloped—and from long experience, we 
can help with further training of your 
réscue crew 


Write to-day 


for particulars. 





NM 
STEPHE: MED, f CERPORATION 


Represented in Canada by SAFETY SUPPLY COMPANY of Toronto 

















HOWE Fire Truck ~~ uipment Meeting Ev Service Since 1872 
Centrifugal, 
HOWE FIRE APPARATUS CO., 1402 W. 


otary and Piston Pumps Supplied 
St. A 





nderson, Indiana 
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July }-NEBRASKA ASSOCIATION OF FIR 
FIGHTERS. Annual meeting, Fremont, Net . 
Secretary-Treasurer, Warren F. Kensinger, 11M H!. 1 
West 4th Street, Grand Island, Neb. 000 | 

July 14-16—WISCONSIN STATE FIRE CHIEF’ r 
ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, Beaver Dam - . > 
Wis. ‘Sécretary-Treasurer, Douglas J. Dunlop pril, 
Chief of Fire Department, Wauwatosa 13. Wis 

July 21-2—WEST VIRGINIA FIRE SCHOO! Me 
Annual meeting, Morgantown, W. Va. Fo 
further information, contact R. E. Hanna, Jr, @acauga, 
Director Fire Service Extension Schools, Wes MMestroyed 
Virginia University, School of Mines, Morgan. Jjcamonga 














town, W. Va. Citrus G 
Aug. 47—NORTH CAROLINA STATE FIRE-§st Oakla 
MEN’S ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting Ja bar; ‘ 
Greensboro, N. C. For information contact ftometrist 
Chief C. W. Wyrick, Greensboro, N. C.. Fire§Center 4 
Department. neaster, 


Aug. 4-8—-PENNSYLVANIA FIRE SCHOOL. fps Angel 
Annual meeting, Lewiston, Pa. For informa-wshe. de 
tion, write Edgar A. Spotz, Public Service Mill Valles 
Institute, P. O. Box 911, Harrisburg, Pa. installatic 
Aug. 4-8—FLORIDA STATE FIRE COL-§Marin ¢ 
LEGE. Units 101, 102, 201. For information }cament 
contact Chief W. H. Barnett, P. O. Box 785, §net Mis 
Ocala, Fla., Superintendent. shop _an 
Aug. 11-15—FLORIDA STATE FIRE COL- pn Frar 
LEGE. Units 101, 102, 202. For information § Fleischn 
contact Chief W. H. Barnett, P. O. Box 785, § Metal ¢ 
Ocala, Fla., Superintendent. bn Franc 
Aug. 11-15—-INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION §f damage 
OF FIRE FIGHTERS. Annual meeting, Scat- fen Fran 
tle, Wash. Secretary-Treasurer, George J. fof the | 
Richardson, A. F. of L. Building, Washington, fracey. 
a west, di 
Aug. 18-22—FLORIDA STATE FIRE COL- Benver, ‘ 
LEGE. Units 104, 105, 203. For information J). Bar 
contact Chief W. H. Barnett, P. O. Box 785, Banbury, 
Ocala, Fla., os aogr ishing | 
Aug. i8-22-FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF Manchest 
THE STATE’ OF NEW YORK. Annual §Co. da 
meeting, East Rochester, N. Y. Secretary, Pashingt 
— M. Braun, 4025 Main Street, Buffalo 21, § structic 


Aug. 25-23-INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION fast Pal 
OF FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, Boston, § loading 





Mass. Secretary-Treasurer, Daniel B. Tierney, troyed. 
8 Robbins Road, Arlington 74, Mass. Head- #tlanta, 
quarters Manager, J. Jagger, Hotel an Corp. 
nique. Broadway & 321 a St.. New York, N. priffin, 


Aug. 25-29-FLORIDA STATE FIRE COL: abey 
LEGE. Units 104, 105, 204. For information Pose, I 
contact Chief W. H. Barnett, P. O. Box 785, Phicago, 

Ocala, Fla., Superintendent. ing th 

Aug. 31-Sept. 4—-DOMINION ASSOCIATION Phicago, 
OF FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, St. John, ship, 
N. B. Secretary, Chief Allan H. Clark, Lake- hicago, 
field, Ont. Phicago, 

Sept. 1-5—FLORIDA STATE FIRE COL includ 
LEGE. Units 106, 107, 205. For information —! Dor 
contact Chief W. H. Barnett, P. O. Box 785, aged. 





Ocaia, Fla., Superintendent. Freebur; 
Sept. 2-5-MARYLAND SHORT COURSE FOR fewisto: 
FIREMEN. Annual meeting, University of troyed 
Maryland, College Park, Md. Director, Robert [ndianay 
C. Byrus, Fire Service Extension, University damag 
of Maryland, College Park, Md. endall 
Sept. 14-17—Pacific Coast INTER-MOUN miles 
TAIN ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS. [picimo: 
Annual meeting, Las Vegas, Nev. Secretary- trove: 
Treasurer, Jay W. Stevens, Merchants Ex- Shoals 


change Building, San Francisco, Calif. 
Sept. 16-17-IOWA FIREMEN’S ASSOCIA- §} destr 
TION. Annual meeting and tournament, Belle- §o>eroke 
vue, Ia. Secretary-Treasurer, Carl H. Fuchs, troye 
2749 Kinsey Avenue, Des Moines, la. Tipton, 
Bowling 
Bowl 


South Carolina Firemen to Meet |..." 
May 26-27 a 


Eminer 


The South Carolina State Firemen’s oo 


Association will hold its’ annual con- hall, 
vention in the City of Columbia on 26th JMonter 
and 27th of May. George Rodelsperger, post 





Newberry, is Secretary and Treasurer. 9 (,.0 

All the meetings and assemblies will §New | 
be held at the Headquarters Fire Sta- Ada 
tion. Columbia Firemen will demon- —_ 
strate evolutions on the recently con- §New ¢ 
structed drill tower which adjoins the ciati 
Headquarters Station. They will fea- §Herme 
ture the latest technique in fire-fighting, — 
rescue, pumping operations, first-aid, J Baitin 
ladder and hose evolutions. Exhibits in s 


will be displayed and demonstrated by Baltin 


various manufacturers of fire-fighting one 
and auxiliary apparatus and equipment. Fra 


Chief A. McC. Marsh, of the Colum- Lib 


bia Fire Department, will be host to the - 
convention. Sto 
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Ht. following list includes fires of 
}000 loss and over in the United | 
ates and Canada for the month of | 
yril, 1952. 


Month Ending April 30, 1952 


Hacauga, Ala.—Marble City Lumber Co. plt. 
destroyed 

camonga, Cal.—Packing house of Cucamonga 
Citrus Growers, Inc., destroyed. } 
ist Oakland, Cal.—Bldg. housing Theatre Club, 
» bar; office of Winston T. Nielson, an op- 
tometrist: Economy Television & Appliance 
Center and Rene Dance Studio, destroyed. 
ncaster, Cal.—Elementary school destroyed. 
bs Angeles, Cal.—Akron Army & Navy Store 
wshe. destroyed. Paint explosion 

ill Valley, Cal.—Mess hall at an air force radar 
nstallation in the hills above Mill Valley, 
Marin County, destroyed. 

bcramento, Cal.—Lawrence Furniture and Cabi 


shop and apt. damaged. 

bn Francisco, Cal.—Electric Smelting Co., 
Fleischmann Yeast Co. and South Coast Scrap 
Metal Co., destroyed. 

bn Francisco, Cal.—Casaloma Residential Hotel 
lamagec 

bn Francisco, Cal.—Wing of the Little Sisters 
of the Poor Home for the Aged, destroyed. 
racey, Cal.—Albert Coehnen bee farm, a mile 
west, damaged. 


D. Barnes damaged. _ ; ’ 
anbury, Conn.—Plt. of Merritt Dyeing & Fin- 
ishing Corp. destroyed. Explosion 


Co. damaged. 

Vashington, D. C.—Interior of bldg. under con- 
struction to house the Regal Ice Cream Co., 
lamaged. Welding torch 

ast Palatka, Fla.—Planing mill, dry kiln and 
loading shed of Browning Lumber Co. des- 
trovyec 

tlanta, Ga.—Louis L. Dettelbach Chemical 
Corp. pit. damaged 

brifin, Ga.—Five homes and church in Huck 
abey Circle community destroyed 

Boise, Ida.—Fleisham Lumber Co. destroyed 
Phicago, Ill.-John J. McPhillips stables includ 
ing thirty-six draft horses, destroyed. 

Phicago, I1l——-Worth Lumber Co., Worth Town 
ship, damaged. 

Phicago, Ill.—Apt. bldg. destroyed 

Chicago, Ill—Eagle Laundry damaged Loss 
included fifteen trucks and laundry equipment 
E 


Dorado, Ill—American Legion Bldg. dam 
Freeburg, Ill.—Freeburg Lumber Co. damaged. 


aged 


troyed 

ndianapolis, Ind.—Patterson Venetian Blind Co. 
lamaged 

Kendallville, Ind—Newnam Foundry, Inc., 30 
miles north, destroyed. Oil leak 





IIEFS 
‘etary 
s Ex 
OCIA 
Belle 
Fuchs, 


feet 


nen's 
con- 
26th 
rger, 
urer. 
will 
Sta- 
non- 
con- 
the 
fea- 
‘ing, 
-aid, 
bits 
by 
ting 
ent. 
um- 
the 





Richmond, Ind.—H. D. Holzapfel junk yard des 
troyec 

Shoals, Ind.—Scherfick Mfg. Co. furniture plt 
lestroyed 

Cherokee, Ia.—Bldg. housing Ideal Laundry des 
troyed. 

Tipton, Ia.—Honeymead feed plt. destroyed 
Bowling Green, Ky.—Administration Bldg. at 
Bowling Green-Warren County Airport, a mile 
out, destroyed. 

Covington, Ky.—Fort Mitchell garage and ser 
vice station on Dixie Highway, damaged. 
Eminence, Ky.—Presbyterian Church damaged. 
Madisonville, Ky.—Kerrick Dept. Store bldg 
destroyed and bldg. housing store and pool 
hall, damaged. 

Monterey, Ky.—Pool room, two storage bldgs., 
post office, grocery and two dwellings in busi 
ness section, Owen County community, des 
trovec . 

New Orleans, La.—Meal-A-Minute Restaurant, 
Adams Hat Store, Slater’s Shoe Store, Prevue 
Lounge, Half Shell Oyster and Sandwich Bar, 
damaged Restaurant grease vent 

New Orleans, La.—Young Men’s Christian Asso 
tiation bldg. damaged. 

Hermon, Me.,—Hermon High School, destroyed 
Machias, Me.—Cottages at a Jacksonville Reli 
gious Camp destroyed. 


in southwest part of city, damaged. 

Baltimore, Md.—Main bldg. of Park Circle 
Motor Co. destroyed. 

Baltimore, Md.——Business bldg. occupied by 
Frank Redford Shoe Store, Harold Stern 
Liberty Hts. Bowling Academy, Betty Lou 
Stanbaugh Dance Studio, Republic Bldg. & 
Loan Assn., W. Hamilton Cemmill Appliance 











net Mfg. Co. plt. and a combination florist | 


enver, Colo.—Ace Box Co. and whse. of Roy | 


Sanchester, Conn.—H. L. Diehl Candle Mfg 


Lewistown, I1l.—Three-story business bldg. des- | 


Baltimore, Md.—The Washington Lumber Co. | 


Store, H. W. Stiegler Jewelry, George J.! 





( Brises & STRATTON } 



































Wold 
Vpide 


SUPERVISED 
SERVICE 


Preferred power on cement surfacing and concrete working machines — the 
world’s most widely used single-cylinder gasoline engine on tools, machines, 
appliances used by the construction industry, railroads, oil fields, other 
industries, and on farms and farm homes. 





}. know you have the right power when the 
power is Briggs & Stratton — the accepted 
leader in single cylinder, 4-cycle, air-cooled 
gasoline engines. Briggs & Stratton Corporation, 
Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin, U.S.A. 


In the automotive field Briggs & Stratton is the recognized leader 
and world’s largest producer of locks, keys and related equipment. 





coR BETTER FIRE DE 


The DUAL 


Fire departments everywhere are 
enthusiastic in their praise of the 
“Dual Fire Fighter” pump. It has, 
on numerous occasions, saved prop- 
erty from costly fire damage, bring- 
ing fires quickly under control in 
isolated localities where large truck 
pumpers could not reach the source 
of water. 


The “Dual Fire Fighter” 
cially designed for fire fighting 
equipment. It is used to relay water 
to the truck pumper or it will fight 
fires direct. Mounted on a truck or 
trailer it is an effective piece of fire 
fighting equipment for rural volun- 
teer fire departments. 


is espe- 


@ As a booster pump it will deliver 
175 g.p.m. through 300 ft. of 2% in. 
hose to the top of a hill 50 ft. high. 


@ For fighting fire direct it will throw 
100 g.p.m. at 80 lbs. or 80 g.p.m. at 88 
Ibs. pressure -- Capacity sufficient to 
supply two 1% in. lines. 


@ It primes in 15 to 30 seconds. It 
weighs only 162 lbs. Equipped with carry- 
ing handles, easily carried by two men. 


Quick action of the Dual Fire 
Fighter may assist you in 
saving costly fire losses. 


Ask for Bulletin No. 9-FD-11 





DUAL FIRE FIGHTER PUMP 
MODEL 6201 


The 
very little space on the pumper. 
Pump is integral with 4 cycle, 
single cylinder, air .cooled engine 
of rae H.P. Every pump is factory 


“Dual Fire Fighter” requires 


tested before shipping. 


THE GORMAN-RUPP COMPANY 


MANSFIELD, 





OHIO 





The “Sierra” Mountains Are 
the highest in the U. S. 


FOR THE 


HIGHEST 
QUALITY 
EQUIPMENT 









Zi 


Buy : 


“SIERRA 


SEND FOR FREE CATALOG 





SIERRA BRAND 


e FIRE HOSE 
e BRASS FITTINGS 


e EXTINGUISHERS 


pp” Quality at Reasonable Price 


YIERRA 





Distributed By 





HALPRIN SUPPLY CO. 


1355 South Flower Street 
Los Angeles 15, Calif. 
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_- Tailor and apt. of John Schaefer, d 






































ants Pass 
Fitchburg, Mass.—Dejong Paper Co. and Fitdiest: ved. 
burg ngineering Co. damaged. Hydrogiiirtia i, ( 

gas explosion. stro) ed. 
Lowell, Mass.—Storage shed of New Havwibringfield, 
Railroad occupied by Harvard Brewing aged Ki 
destroyed. allastown, 
Manchester, House H meta! ane 
damaged. lazelton, | 
Peabody, Mass.—-Center Elementary School daidicenter de 
aged. diana, P 
Weymouth, Mass.—Howard Johnson roadsidfistry labo 
restaurant, Route 2, damaged. at India 
Adrian, Mich.—Oak Grove Hotel at Round Lal Pa. 

three miles east, destroyed. 1 
Battle Creek, Mich.—Bailey Park grocery de Brigh 
troyed. trucking 

| Jackson, Mich.—Bldg. at 601-11 East Michigall heater 
| Av owned by Arthur McGain, damageMMttsburgh, 
Spontaneous ignition. and Thir 
ae Mich.—Karl’s Super Market dan stroyed. 


| 


| 








ottstown, 


















Pe a Mich.—Yale Rubber Co. factory danfeading, | 
aged. Townsht 
| Williamston, Mich.—Final assembly unit of PaQeading, I 
ace Corp. house trailer mfrs. destroyed. 17 miles 
St. Paul, Minn.—Temple Aaron Synagogue, desMarentum, 
troyed. damaged 
| Natchez, Miss.—Lumber kiln of Garner Haréifitusville, 
wood Lumber Co. destroyed. ovidence 
Kansas City, Mo.—Green Hills Club on Mis§ Canal 1 
souri Highway No. 45, three miles east, des{fharleston 
troyed. ping dis 
Kennett, Mo.—City Cash Market  destroyed#Mymter, 
Blakemore drug store and J. C. Penney Call destroye 


store damaged. 









ynion, 
| Missouri City, Mo.—Christian Church destroyed § Lightni 
St. Louis, Mo.—Whse. of Terminal RailroaéfVest Met 
Assn. damaged. destroy 
| Wells, Nev.—State highway dept. shops desMystin, ° 
troyed. Blossom 
Chatham, N. J.—Bldg. housing Chatham Bldg §f aged. 


| 
| 


Louise Beauty Shop and Alps _ Restaurant 
damaged. 
Mayville, N. C.—Jenkins Bros. Furniture Co. 


| 


Conneaut, Ohio—Rubber and Chemical Co. plt. 
destroyed. Rubber dust ignited, causing ex- 
plosion. 

| Reading, Ohio—Pit. No. 2 of Loroco Industries, 
Inc., damaged. 

St. Marys, Ohio—Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co 


| 
| 


Materials Co., Chatham Cabinet Co., Chathan 
Containers Co., Chatham Tissue Corp. ani 
Culligan Soft Water Service, destroyed 


Ll Paso, 
office a 
Houston, 








Brooklyn, N. Y.—R. L. Carlisle Chemical Co, Point, T: 
mfrs. of paints and chemicals, damaged. genl. st 
Buffalo, N. Y¥.—Mechanic’s shop owned by used b 
Pequeen Petroleum Equipment Co. damaged § storage 
Sparks from acetylene torch. Bank « 
East Meadow, ——Mansion at Merrick Wichita 
avenue and Front street destroyed. ment t 
Lydonville, N. ¥Y.—Bldg. housing a candy store§ May 2 
owned by Steliancov destroyed; bldg. housing Lak 












a grocery and dry goods store and bidg. hous § stroye¢ 

irg a bakery shop and apts. damaged. iddlebu 
New York, Y.—E. J. Willis Co., dealers inf dormit 

boat supplies; Consolidated Bicycle and Toy 

Co.; Alfred Field & Co., dealers in cutlery and 

garden tools, damaged considerably. Kirtland 

Bros., dealers in guns, fishing tackle and am- 

munition; McCutchinson, dealers in flower] stroye 

bulbs; John Loeser, dealers in typewriters; Richmon 

Langan Bros., dealers in religious articles; ances 

Thomas & Eron Inc., dealers in old and rare fYorktow 





books; H. L. Judo Co. general offices, and§ Naval 
George D. Pine Co., dealers in dog accessories, Monroe, 
slightly damaged. pokane 


| New York, N. ¥.—Washington Heights A. M. E 
Church ‘and apts. of M. Samuels and L. Brocks 
damaged. 

Paul Smith’s, N. Y.—Gymnasium and recreation 


bidgs. 
ancou' 
stroye 
harlest 









hall at Paul Sent s College destroyed. dwelli 
Penn Yan, Keuka Fruit Juice Products, (Kimball 
Inc., cold Rm room, destroyed. destre 
Rochester, N. Y.—DeCarolla Truck & Terminal [South ( 


Co. bldg. destroyed. 
Rochester, Y.—Furniture 
Harry Peterson destroyed. 
Rockville Centre, N. Y.—Bldg. at Sunrise High- 
way and North Villave avenue housing eight 
stores and professional offices damaged. Loss 
included a stationery store, dance studio, ad- 
vertising agency and savings and loan associa: 





destre 
LaCrosi 
Dept. 
Jewel 
Matec 


store owned by 


tion. 
Seneca Falls, N. Y.—Seneca Dental Laboratory, 


whse. destroyed. Loss included a 
tanker truck and an automobile. 

Selma, N. C.—R. G. Gurley Milling Co. feed mill 
and adj. two dwellings destroyed. 

Bainbridge, Ohio—Dance hall, roller rink and 
bowling alleys at Geauga Lake Amusement 
Park destroyed. 

Columbus, Ohio—Continental Restaurant damaged. 


gasoline 


pit. damaged. Spark ignited fumes from ma- 
terials used in processing rubber sheeting. 





Wellsville, Ohio—Tugboat Weno in Ohio River, 
owned by Crimm Towing Co., destroyed. : 
Xenia, Ohio—Corner pharmacy on the Square Lac 
damaged. Peter! 
Lawton, Okla.—Midland Hotel damaged. Smolder- Pet 
ing cigarette. Thore 
Waurika, Okla.—Don Morris Furniture Store de cial 
stroyed. Mont: 





INEERI 
MAY, 1952 


efer, di 





ants Pass, Ore.—Salvage Bros. Lumber Co. 

and Fitd@ijest: ved. Explosion. 

Hydrogiiertia i, Ore—Commercial Iron Works de- 
stro ~ 

‘w Havwlbringfield, Ore.—Springfield Plywood plt. dam- 

‘wing aged Kiln overheated. 

allastown, Pa.—Pit. of Guy Hobbs, Inc., wooa, 

ise Hollimeta! and plastic mfg. co., damaged. Sparks. 

azelton, Pa.—Two stores in heart of business 

center destroyed 

diana, Pa.—Leonard Hall, housing the chem- 

istry laboratory, film library, and 30 classrooms 

at Indiana State Teachers College, destroyed. 

und Labititz, Pa—Barn on Arthur Frey farm de- 


















hool da 


roadsig 





troyed 
ecery d ‘Brighton, Pa Zeavery Valley Express Co. 
trucking terminal destroyed. Overturned oil 
heater 
httsburgh, Pa.—Bldg. at corner of Wood street 
and Third avenue, housing Keystone Cafe, de- 
stroved 
ottstown, Pa.—McCrory’s dept. store destroyed. 
sading, Pa.—Merkel Grade School in Spring | 
Township, nine miles southwest, destroyed. 
it of PaMeading, Pa.—Barn on farm of William Berndt, 
ed. 17 miles southeast, destroyed. 
gue, desi oe. Pa.—Yards of Logan Lumber Co 
maged 
er Haré steoville, Pa.—First Methodist Church destroyed. 
evidence, R. I.—Industrial waste whse. of 
Canal Industries destroyed. | 
harleston, S. C.—Dixie Furniture Co., in shop- | 
ping district, damaged 
mter, S. C.—Hangar at Shaw Air Force Base | 









Michiga 
dam age! 





ket dar 










tory da 












on Migs 


east, des 







estroyed 

nney Coli destroyed. 

Jnion, S. C.—First Baptist Church destroyed. 

lestroyed§ Lightning. | 

RailroaéfWest Memphis, Tenn.—Edmondson Grade School | 

destroyed. 

ops des@ystin, Tex.—-Brydson Lumber Co., Austin 

Blossom Shop and Charlie’s Liquor store dam- 

im Bidg § aged. | 
| 
| 














: ag 
Chathan§] Paso, Tex.—General Motors’ Chevrolet Div. 
orp. anifi office and whse. and adj. bldg. damaged 


ed ouston, Tex.—Hobbs Mfg. Co. plt. damaged. | 
ical Co, Point, Tex.—Grocery operated by Harry Mayo, | 
ed genl. store operated by Willie Davis, and bldg. 


yned by used by M. L. Talley for potato curing and 

lamaged § storage of fertilizer and feed destroyed; State | 
Bank damaged. | 
Merrick Wichita Falls, Tex.—The 4-H bldg. and equip- 

ment the Camp Fire Girls had gathered for a | 
dy store§ May 2 carnival destroy 
housing pelt Lake City, Utah—Belvedere Ward Hall de- 
ig. hous § stroyed 
iddlebury, WVa.— Middlebury College, men’s | 
dormitory, destroyed. 














ealers in 


ind Toy [Norfolk, Va.—Whse. occupied by Colonial Stores, 

lery andj Inc., and Haynes Furniture Co. destroyed. 

Kirtland [Norton, Va.—Bldg. housing town hall, Norton 

and am-§ High School gymnasium and city garage de- | 
flower stroyed. Defective wiring. 

‘writers; hmond, Va.—Bituminous Products and Appli- | 

articles; § ances Co. destroyed. | 


and rare fYorktown, Va.—Motion picture auditorium at 


ses, amd Naval Mine Warfare School destroyed. 
essories, Monroe, Wash.—Savoy Hotel destroyed. 

pokane, Wash. —Hillyard Grocery, ten small | 
\. M. E.&f bidgs. and four garages destroyed. Grass fire. | 
Brocks Wancouver, Wash.—Columbia Street Market de- | 


stroyed. Faulty oil stove. 

harleston, W. Va.— West Side Market and three | } 
dwellings destroyed. 

Kimball, W. Va.—Kimball Colored School bidg. | 
destroyed. Defective wiring. | 

‘erminal §South Charleston, W. Va.—Crowder Motor Co. 

destroyed and adj. rooming house damaged. 


creation 


roducts, 


ned by §laCrosse, Wis.—Men’s dept. annex to S. & L. | 

: Dept. Store and apts. destroyed. Cortland | 
e High- Jewelry store and Green’s Dress Shop damaged. 
g eight § Match dropped among rubbish. 


|. Loss 
lio, ad- 


Mondovi, Wis.—Mondovi Recreation Center de- 
stroyed. 


associas BNeenah, Wis.—Whse. at rear of Meyer Burstein | 


oratory, BSpring Green, Wis.—Frank Lloyd Wright’s Hill 
taurant side School at Taliesin damaged. 

i West Milwaukee, Wis.—Whse. and factory occu- 
ire Co. pied by Central Building Products Co., Vitra- 


rasoline side Industries, Inc., and Lumaside, Inc., allied 
f firms, destroyed. Barrels of rosin ignited from 
‘ed mill gas plate under plastic mixing tank. 


uk and Co. destroyed. 
isement §Vancouver, B. C.—-Whse. operated by Bucker- 


field’s Grain Co. destroyed; elevator and grain | 
maged, loading plt. of United Grain Growers, Ltd., | 
‘o. pit damaged, Grain dust explosion 
ng ex: Vancouver, B. C.—Bowman Storage & Cartage, | 

Ltd., whse. destroyed. 
meteied Vancouver, B. C.—Passenger-freighter Dongedyk | 
° destroyed. 
— Vancouver, B. C.—National Shingle Co. mill at 
a ae False Creek destroyed. 
“ a Kingston, Ont.—Kingston Creamery destroyed. 
s. Peterborough, Ont.—Downtown shopping dis- 
River, trict damaged Losses included Duehler’s 
7 grocery and butcher shop, Hollywood Cafe and 
oquare Lady Ellis dress shop. 

Peterborough, Ont.—Show bldg. on grounds of 
nolder- Peterborough Exhibition destroyed. 

Thorold, Ont.—The storage whse. of the Provin- | 
pre de cial Paper Mill destroyed 


441, 1443 and 1445 Delorimier av, damaged 








Manaimo, B. C.—Empire Cafe and Central Drug | 


& Sons Waste Mill destroyed. 
| 
| 
| 


Montreal, Que.—Dwellings at 1435, 1437, 1439. | 
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LONG 
LIFE! 


Pyrene Vehicle Type 
Extinguishers give at 
least twice the service 





life of ordinary vaporizing 
liquid extinguishers ! 


Vibration is the big enemy of fire extinguishers 
mounted on trucks and buses. Vibration beats on 
the parts—can knock them out of kilter—make 
the extinguisher inoperative. 


But Pyrene* has licked vibration ! 


Special construction features, found only in Pyrene, 
are the answer. In every 1 qt. and 1% qt. Pyrene 
Vehicle Type Vaporizing Liquid Extinguisher, a 
special vibration dampener holds the pump mech- 
anism firmly in place, protecting it against both 
vertical and horizontal vibration. And tough brass 
linings guard the valve housings in every spot 


where wear could occur. 


In competitive vibrating ma- 
chine tests, a Pyrene Vehicle 
Type Extinguisher outlasted 
three other major brands by 
more than 2 to 1... the ratio 
going as high as 15 to 1. 


Half life is no bargain. Buy on 
facts... buy long-lived Pyrene! 


*T.M. Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 






FIRE 
EXTINGUISHERS 
PYRENE MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


594 Belmont Avenue * Newark 8, N.J. 
Affiliated with C-O-Two Fire Equipment Co. 
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Emergency ) 
_ Electric Plants 
. fe 


No matter what happens to 
central station power during a 
bombing attack, electricity for 
essential defense needs is al- 
ways available with Onan 
Electric Plants. Onan units, 
mounted on truck or trailer, 
or carried in the trunk of a 
car, can be rushed to any 
point where power and light 
are needed. Sturdy and de- 
pendable, Onan Electric Plants 
are an important link in a 
city’s defense against disas- 
ters of any kind. 


Write for folder 
D. W. ONAN & SONS INC. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 





Power & Light for Every Need 


G i BS 


Portable, Mobile, or Stationary 
400 to 35,000 watts. A.C. or D.C. models.- 








5694 UNIVERSITY AVE., 





The "NEW YORKER" 
(Leather) 








The "CLIFTON" 
(Plastic) 


The “SENATOR” 


(Aluminum) 








Write for Catalog 341 


CAIRNS & BRO., Inc. - Allwood, Clifton, N. J. 





SINCE 1836——~ 
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North Jersey Fires motoria 





truck. 

(Continued from page 348) this e¢ 

and 24 Aspen Place. Hose strea ie 
were directed from two aerials on Aspley, co 
Place, and from numerous hand hat . 4 
in the front, sides and rear of the 7 th 
volved structures. Several interior lix we lied 
were also used. Approximately 6, Sori 
feet of 2/2 inch hose was used Mp rovion 
Passaic and Clitton firemen. The bl. a om 
was brought under control shortly afwfyoq dr 
7:00 P.M., and the two Garfield Co One ; 
panies were returned to quarters. Tio verag 


Clifton company picked up at 10: sale 
P.M. together with four Passaic eff ATI 
gines. ‘Lhe fire was not completely « tinued 
tinguished until late the next mornisg that t 


Paterson’s second tragic fire in lef-, 1; 
A m hist 
than 48 hours struck shortly after 6% tes ma 
> pa us ma 
P.M. on Tuesday, March llth. Fo to eq 


young children were killed, and 
mother and another child were critical 
injured in a fire which badly damage N.F. 
the second and third floors of a duple 
dwelling at 27-29 Peach Street. One gf The 
the children was burned to death an@ ciation 
the other three were suffocated. Meeti 
The fire was believed to have start ‘The 
when one of the children dropped @is inv 
lighted match and ignited furniture ing for w 







second floor living room. The fig bers a 
spread rapidly through the living roof Statle 
and out into a hallway. One child died headq 
in the living room, and two died of Spe 


smoke poisoning in an adjoining bed@ opme! 
room, which was not involved in thé fields 
fire. summ 

In the meantime a third floor tenani safety 
smelled smoke and opened her half practi 
door. Seeing the fire, she ran to a win age, | 
dow, smashed it, and climbed out og leum 
a roof ledge. The draft caused by th gases 
broken window and open door a powe 
the fire to her third floor apartment. § briga 

At 6:18, the fire was reported byff tion 
telephone, and a minute later Stree oil fir 
Box 253 at Spring St. and 2lst Ave§ Sor 



















was pulled, bringing Engines 4, 7, 9§ busin 
and Truck 1, to the scene. The womagJ. R 
was rescued by firemen using a groundf Co.; 
ladder. After reaching the ground, shk§ Inter 
told firemen that her two children wef Harr 
still in the apartment. Assn 
By this time however, firemen hadff Flyin 
entered the building and knocked downf Cana 
enough fire to bring all the children out§ Fire 
The fire was under control in less thai W. 
15 minutes, and only one alarm waif Texa 
sounded for the fire. The oldest of Tran 
the dead children was four years oldf§ D. |] 
and the youngest 11 months. Ironically mati 
in the cases of both fatel fires in Pater§ Risi1 
son, the children had been left uncarel§ Thec 
for, for only a short period of timell Cou 


Unfortunately however, the interval waj 
long enough for fire to snuff out them Cc 
young lives. 


Fire Apparatus Builders Tl 








Def 
(Continued from page 347) than 
a  s . ¥ Can: 
many of them to remain in business. — 
— : Ps : ia , 
[The meeting concerned itself wit $1.4 
manufacturers who make _ complet of 1 
motorized fire-fighting apparatus, plat 
: 3 . . » fnishd 2™™ 
ing their brand name on the finis noe 
product. It did not concern itself with ne 
manutacturers of component parts @ » hh 
fire-fighting equipment, such as pumps Tre 





hoses and ladders, who sell to assem» The 
lers, even though their output may com 











sist chiefly of such products. te 
Manufacturers are now covered by fi, . 
Ceiling Price Regulation 30. tee 
Committeemen said that a piece of °U°! 
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motorized fire-apparatus is not a 
“truck.” They told OPS officials that 
this equipment is actually the result 
of “a contract for material and labor.” 

In support of that contention, some of 

the committeemen said the Treasury, 
some years ago, ruled this to be true 
and that some of the companies had 
applied for and received a tax rebate on 
motorized fire apparatus. which had 
previously been classified as trucks. 
- Committeemen agreed that earnings 
had dropped, under present conditions. 
One said earnings had fallen to an 
average of not more than 3.40 percent 
on sales of 3% million dollars. 

All agreed that fire losses had con- 
tinued to mount in recent years and 
that the present loss is the greatest 
in history, just at a time when appara- 
tus may not be forthcoming in a volume 
to equal the demand. 


N.F.P.A. to Meet in New York 


The National Fire Protection Asso- 
ciation will meet for their 50th Annual 
Meeting in New York City. June 9-13. 

rhe fire prevention-conscious public 
is invited to attend this open meeting 
for which at least 1500 NFPA mem- 
bers are expected to gather at the Hotel 
Statler, which will serve as convention 
headquarters. 

Speakers will discuss the latest devel- 
opments in fire control in such varied 
fields as transportation of explosives, 
summer homes in forested areas, flight 
safety problems and airport protection, 
practical exercises in civil defense, stor- 
age, handling and processing of petro- 
leum products and liquefied petroleum 
gases, the automobile as a fire hazard, 
power boat fire protection, training fire 
brigade personnei, automatic fire detec- 
tion for the home, and extinguishing 
oil fires with air. 

Some of the featured speakers on the 
business side of the scales will be S. 
J. Rosch, Anaconda Wire and Cable 
Co.; Chief Rudolph Swanson, Pres., 
International Association of Fire Chiefs; 
Harry P. Cooper, Jr.. Sec., National 
Assn. of Mutual Insurance Companies; 
Flying Officer, B. C. Quinn, Royal 
Canadian Air Force Martin Scott, Chief 
Fire Marshal, New York Fire Dept.; 
W. G. Burns, Fire Marshal, Dallas, 
Texas; Henry C. Horton, Associated 
Transports, Inc.; Frank J. Ryan, Wm. 
D. Ryan Co.; W. G. Holmes, Auto- 
matic Fire Alarm Association; J. L. 
Risinger, Socony-Vacuum Oil Co., and 
Theodore Repplier, The Advertising 
Council. 


Canadian Defense Plant Fires 
Prove Costly 


Che Canadian department of National 
Defense has suffered losses of more 
than $4,500,000 in 37 separate fires at 
Canadian Deferise plants in the past 14 
months. In 1951 the losses came to 
$1,438,354 and in the first two months 
of 1952, losses from 13 separate fires at 
army and navy and R.C.A.F. stations 
reached $3,173,422. The increase was 
due to a $2,300,000 fire that destroyed 
a hangar and several aircraft at the 
[renton, Ontario station on Jan. 2, 1952. 
The data filed in the House of Com- 
mons at Ottawa do not indicate whether 
Sabotage was the cause of any of the 
fires, although this cause has been 
Suspected in a number of fires, includ- 
ing the Trenton biaze. 


Weed ofo. 


in Selecting Civilian Defense Badges 


for Your City or Town? 
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BLACKINTON has been called upon to supply thousands 
of badges for auxiliary policemen and firemen recently recruited 
for Civil Defense duties throughout the United States. 


THE REASONS ARE SIMPLE: (1) Blackinton has available 
hundreds of Civilian Defense badge designs, each one a distinctive 
gem of badge craftsmanship. (2) Blackinton is the oldest 
insignia manufacturer in the country — 100 years’ experience, 
that’s proof enough. (3) Blackinton is known for the 

best in service, style, and quality. 


Blackinton badges are furnished nationally through responsible 
fire and police equipment suppliers as well as leading uniform 
manufacturers. 


W hen ordering badges be sure to specify Blackinton Badges. 


BLACKINTON 


V. H BLACKINTON & CO., INC, ATTLEBORO .FALLS, MASS 
' 
; 





B ADGES for Police, Fire, Town, City, County, State Officials, Civilian Defense, Plant 
Protection, Junior Police; also Transportation badges — Bus, Truck, and Taxi. 
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BRAXMAR 


CALATEST NAME /N 


BADGES 











Firemen the world over rely on 
Braxmar for the finest badges 
money can buy. We offer the 
widest possible selection in 
nickel, chrome plate, sterling 
silver, gold plate, rolled gold 
and solid gold; all of our 
badges and insignia are the 
work of experts with a lifetime 


of service. 


Write for latest circular. 


C. G. BRAXMAR CO.. 


)HN O. VEIT lOHN O 


Inc. 
TR 
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News of the Manufacturers 
(Continued from page 351) 
bulletin, copies of which may be se- 


cured upon request from the company. 


Burn Spray 
A quick application for burns and 
wounds is provided with the new 
Americaime Aerosol, automatic spray 
topical anesthetic. Medical tests have 


shown that relief is fast and sustained, 
providing relief in as little as 2 to 3 
minutes, and affording prolonged relief 
up to 5 to 6 hours. The liquid contains 
20% dissolved benzocaine, plus an anti- 
septic agent, oxyquinoline benzoate, to 
|help prevent infection, in a bland, water 
soluble base. Each spray dispenser con- 
tains 4 ounces of Americaine Liquid and 
|7 ounces of inert propellent. The new 
spray is available from Americaine Inc., 





New York City Gets Quads 
New York City’s Fire Department 
has embarked upon an enterprise which 
many of the old timers’ said would 
never come about. That is the addi- 
tion of quads to its tire forces. 
It is too early to draw any conclu- 


|} sions concerning their use, but it is 
| understood the new acquisitions have 

been located strategically where they 
| may prove most serviceable. 


The quads, seven in all, are part of 
the latest large delivery of fire appara- 
tus to be accepted by the Fire Depart- 
| ment. The quads as well as twenty new 
|pumpers are Ward LaFrance built. 
Both the quads and the pumpers are 
750 G.P.M. capacity. They received 
their final tests in January. 

High spots of the specifications are: 
| Pumpers: Engines, 240 H.P. 2400 
peak P..P.M.; service brakes, hydraulic, 
power operated; ignition, dual; _bat- 
teries, two sets of 12 volt; fuel tank 
capacity 50 gals.; cab, open, semi, with 
full length doors; pump, two-stage 
centrifugal, 700 G.P.M. at 150 Ib., 575 
at 200 lb., 300 at 300 lb.; body, 77 cu. 
ft. capacity, handling 600 ft. of 3 in. and 
600 ft. of 2% in. hose. Space is pro- 
vided for quarter-fold life net. Ladders: 
two 14 ft. N. Y. scaling ladders only; 
booster tank, 250 gal capacity; hose 
reel, capacity 250 ft. of 1 in. hose, rear 
mounted, provided with 1 in. Rockwood 
SG48 nozzle. Miscellaneous equipment 
includes one portable generator, four 
floodlights, cables, life net, cellar nozzle, 
deck pipe and fittings and tools. 

Specifications, Quads: Same as 








Details of the unit are included in the 
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pumpers, with these major change 
Body 64 cu. ft. capacity for 1200 ft. 
2% in. D. J. hose and 500 ft. of 1% w 
J. hose, on top of ladder bank 
open at rear; Ladders, one 10-ft. truss 
one 12 ft. truss hook; one 16 ft. exten 
sion truss; one 20-ft. truss; one 30-f 
extension truss and 1-40 ft. extensio 
truss (no poles). Booster pump, 10 
G.P.M. at 120 Ibs., power take off drive: 
rotary gear type; all fittings and tools 
including folding life net, generator 
floodlights, etc. Dimensions: length, 40 
in. o.a.; width, 86 in.; height, 114 in. o, a 
(over turret nozzle); weight delivered 
less hose, etc. approximately 20,000 Ibs 





Correction 


The editors desire to correct a re 
grettable typographical error which oc 
curred in the story about the Elkhart 
Brass Mfg. Co., Elkhart, Ind., on Page 
276 of the April issue of Fire Encr- 
NEERING. In the sentence reading “From 
that simple beginning the company has 
grown to a position where it proudly 
blasts itself,” etc., the word “blasts” 
should have read “boasts,” as probably 
most of our readers discovered. Elk- 
hart’s growth and reputation during the 
half century of its existence well war- 
rant a “boast.” 





Housing Settlement Fires Plague 
Sydney, N. S. W. 


A fire on Feb. 24th, last, in a block 
of six flats of the Bradfield Park Hous- 
ing settlement, Sydney, Australia, in 
which five families narrowly escaped 
death, focussed attention on the fire 
hazards in the housing developments 
being erected throughout the N.S.W. 
area as a result of the current serious 
housing shortage. 

In the fire in question, two couples 
dropped their four young children from 
windows of the blazing flats. About 50 
men, women and children fought for 
nearly an hour to stop the spread of 
flames to other semi-detached blocks of 
flats. They labored beside firemen from 
Crows Nest, Gordon, Lane Cove and 
Willoughby Brigades of the Sydney fire 
forces. 

The fire occurred about 2:45 A.M. in 
the front of a block of six wooden flats 
in Park street. Flames quickly cut off 
escape for some of the occupants. 
Parents threw mattresses out of win- 
dows and tossed out their children, after 
which they jumped themselves. Several 
parents suffered burns and other in- 
juries. JosEpH GUNNER. 


EJ 





One of seven quads recently delivered to New York City Fire Department. 
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Fire Waste Contest Winners 
(Continued from page 349) 


Pa.; Norfolk, Va.; Staten Island; Grand 
Rapids; New Haven; Spokane; Fort 
Wayne, Ind.; Oklahoma City, and Chat- 
tanooga. 

Fourth population class (50,000 to 
100,000): Alameda, Calif.; Racine; Port- 
land, Me.; Winston-Salem; Hammond, 
Ind.; Pittsfield, Mass.; Roanoke; New 
Britain; Topeka and Wheeling. 

Fifth population class (20,000 to 
50,000): Watertown, N. Y.; Norristown; 
Santa Ana, Calif.; Rock Island; Mani- 
towoc; Salisbury, N. C.; Mason City, 
Iowa; Chelsea; Fargo; Whittier, Calif. 

Sixth population class (under 20,000): 
Valley City, N. D.; Columbus, Ind.; 
Fort Collins, Colo.; Albany, Calif.; 
Mount Clemens, Mich.; Naugatuck, 
Conn.; Chillicothe, Mo.; Fremont, 
Neb.; Stevens Point, Wis., and Boulder, 
Colo. 


National Board Announces Press 


and Radio Winners 


The National Board of Fire Under- 
writers in April announced the annual 
Gold Medal Awards winners among the 
press and radio for their public service 
in contributing to the betterment of 
their community through increasing fire 
safety. 

In their respective classifications of 
daily newspapers, weeklies, and radio 
stations the winners were as follows: 

The Honolulu Star-Bulletin, the Elk- 
land Journal of Elkland, Pa., and Radio 
Stations WOWO, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
and WSJS, Winston-Salem, N. C. It 
was the first time that a tie occurred 
in any classification, according to Lewis 
A. Vincent, general manager of the 
National Board. 

In addition to the winning four, five 
dailies, four weeklies and two radio 
stations received honorable mention ci- 
tations. 

In announcing the winners, Mr. Vin- 
cent emphasized that the Gold Medal 
Awards was not a contest, but public 
recognition for outstanding community 
service. In lieu of medals, he explained, 
each recipient may elect to receive $500 
in cash. 

Perhaps the outstanding story to 
come from the Awards was that of 
crusading country editor, D. Lee Stod- 
dard, publisher of the Elkland Journal, 
who hadn’t seen the inside of a print 
shop when he bought his paper six 
years ago, but who won highest award 
in his group for campaigning vigorously 
for the establishment of numerous farm 
fire ponds in his community, for pro- 
moting development of his local fire 
department into a more efficient force, 
for establishment of a new voluntary 
fire watch system to receive fire alarms, 
for new fire fighting equipment and for 
a political campaign which saw his town 
fathers vacating the borough hall to 
make room for the fire department. 


Correction 


Inadvertently, the account of the North 
Tarrytown Fire in the April, 1952, issue 
of Frre ENGINEERING, contained an error. 
The name of the Chief of the Tarrytown 
Fire Department was given on Page 260 
as Fred Gross when it should have 
been Charles W. Gross. 





























ll) 


Hy 














qeESou 


...an illustrated fact-book about 
2-way radio in public-safety services. 
Tells “how-it-works” and “how-to- 
use-it” in easy, straightforward terms. 


...Shows how RCA 2-way radio 
speeds law enforcement, fire-fighting 
operations. Describes municipal and 
state communication networks. Illus- 
trates use in forestry conservation, 
flood control, game-law enforcement. 


In highway maintenance, it shows 
how RCA 2-way radio can speed 
operations... cut costs. There is even 
information about civil defense... 


i was 


RCA ENGINEERING PRODUCTS 
Dept. 50-E 
Camden, New Jersey 
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RADIO 


fis Sele 


disaster relief ... school bus co-ordi- 
nation...ambulance dispatching... 
physicians and veterinarians. 


It explains RCA’s consultation 
service... its maintenance plan... 
tells how RCA helps plan the best 
2-way radio system for your needs... 
how to obtain frequency assignments 
.-- FCC Construction Permits. 


The “raust” reference book for 
each and every man in public-safety 
services. For your copy, mail the cou- 
pon. (In Canada, write: RCA Victor 
Limited, Montreal.) 














Send me a free copy of “‘2-way Radio for Public Safety.” KE 
Name. Title ee 
Firm e 
Address. # 
City. State. # 
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PACIFIC PUMPERS 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 PORTABLE FIRE-FICHTERS 


The sure-start- 
ing WA-7, 

\ newest of the 
famous Pacific Pumpers and 
already an outstanding suc- 
cess in both private and 
public forest use, is light 
enough to be carried by 7” 
hand to source of water, 
booster tank location, or fire 
area. It delivers 22 g.p.m. 
at 50 p.s.i. or 14 g.p.m. at- 
300 p.s.i., throws a high 
pressure fog for smothering 
tactics. Self-priming, posi- 
tive displacement rotary 
pump, driven by 4-cycle air- 
cooled engine, gives you power and 
portability that mean real fire protec- 
tion over a wide area. 





Write for data on complete line of Pacific Pumpers, 










PACIFIC MARINE 
WASH 





SEATTLE 1, 
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SUPPLY CO. 


THE GLOBE has 
leadership through constant research 
and improvement. Latest example of 


soften in extreme heat. 











hose, accessories. 





EQUIPMENT 
DIVISION 








INGTON 


maintained _ its 


his are the GLOBE Neoprene* Inter- 


linings. More resistant to chemicals 
and aging than rubber, this abso- 
lutely waterproof interlining will not 


tiffen at below zero temperatures or 


One more 
eason why YOU should buy GLOBE, 


the suit preferred by firefighters 
everywhere. 


See your dealer or write 


GLOBE MANUFACTURING CO. 


PITTSFIELD, N. H. 


*Made with 100% DuPont Neoprene. 
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Catastrophe Averted 


(Continued from page 350) 


extinguished. “We took every pre- 
caution we could think of,’ Weaver 
said. “If there had been one spark we 


would have had a disaster. I’m sure i 
there had been one explosion, six o 
eight blocks would have been de 
stroyed.” 

All lamps and fires in the area were 
extinguished, and the boiler room fires 
at the Griffin Knitting Mill were snuffed 
out. Under the direction of Fire Chief 
Ellis Cimonton, Inspector Weaver and 
Fire Captain W. L. Crawford played 
streams of water fog on the escaping 
gas to disperse and break up and dis- 
sipate the hazardous accumulation 
Ras. 

The representative of the L. 
Company was called, and he started 
pumps to transfer unescaped liquitied 
gas from the ruptured tank into a re- 
serve tank. Most of the gas was sal- 
vaged in this manner. 

Every off-duty fireman was called 
into service at the fire station in the 
City Hall and, because of the constant 
danger, crews fighting the dispersing 
gas were changed frequently. 

During the night the fire fighters had 
to fight cold and rain as well as the 
danger of an explosion. The escaping 
gas vaporized rapidly that it re- 
portedly froze streams of fog pumped 
from two fire pumpers at the scene. 

Firemen, who went from door to door 
in the area to spread the warning about 
lights, generally found the householders 
eager to cooperate. “It was one time 
we weren't bothered with spectators,” 
said Inspector Weaver. “There just 
weren't any.” 


of 


P. Gas 


so 


March Fire Losses 


Estimated fire losses in the United 
States during March were $72,254,000, 
it was announced by Lewis A. Vincent, 
general manager of the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters. 

This is an increase of 1.0 per cent 
over losses of $71,507,000 reported for 
March, 1951 and an increase of 3.3 
percent over losses of $69,925,000 for 
February, 1952. 

Losses for the first three months of 
1952 now total $216,334,000 an increase 


of 3.3 percent over the first three 
months of 1951 which totalled $209,- 
329,000. 


These estimated losses under fire in- 
surance policies include an allowance 
for uninsured and unreported losses. 


Federal C. D. Training School 

The Federal Civil Defense Admini- 
stration has established three technical 
training schools to train instructors, 
who can in turn train others. 

The schools are located 
Technical Training School, Oklahoma 
A. & M. College, Stillwater, Okla.; 
Western Technical Training School, St. 
Mary’s College, St. Mary’s, Calif (near 
San Francisco,) and Eastern Technical 
Training School, Ogontz Center P. I, 
Montgomery County, Penna. (near 
Philadelphia). 

Courses are given for warden instruc- 
tors, rescue workers, business organi- 
zations and institutions. Details are 
covered in the FCDA pamphlet “The 
FCDA Instructors Courses.” 
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Termites Diet on Hose Tidbits 


It has long been known that fire hose 
eserits a dainty dish for rats and other 
rmin, but only recently was it learned 
at it is food for termites. 

















re hose after termites had finished their work. 


The evidence comes from TVA’s 
ouglas Dam, Charles A. Key of the 
VA. The hose in question was in an 
d hose house left over from the con- 
ruction period of the project. It was 
msidered salvage, and was stowed in 
he hose house to get it out of the way. 
When it was decided to get rid of the 
se, it was discovered that termites had 
tt only chewed up the hose house, but 
ad dieted on the hose itself, as a des- 
‘rt, or maybe a salad course! 


eacher Waxes Poetic Over 


Deeds of Fire Laddies 


[he following verse was written by 
Mrs. Albina Kincaid of 1220 Ninth 
reet, Lewistown, Idaho. She happens to 
ave a friend who is a member of The 
alles City Fire Department, The Dal- 
bs, Ore.—who relayed the little verse 
» Chief Charles Roth Jr., of his depart- 
hent and who, in turn, forwarded it to 
KE ENGINEERING. 

The whole thing came about when, on 
he day after Christmas, Mrs. Kincaid 
as visiting her folks in Lewistown and 
fire was discovered around the chim- 
ey of the house. The Lewistown lads 
responded and performed nobly, with 
xe and all the tools—whereupon Mrs. 
kincaid composed this verse: 


Tain’t Santa, Kids 


ere is the little fireman, with shirt so 
bright and red, 

rho guards your precious domicile 
While you're asleep in bed. 

hey’'ve taught him all the little tricks 
and just how they are done, 

ind showed the eager rookie that he’s 
not there all for fun. 

hey showed him how to ring the bell 











and man the hose and pump, 

nd coax the lovely ladies down if 
they're afraid to jump. 

hey give them each a little axe, with 
blade so shining new 

nd if the boy is really bright he knows 
just what to do. 

nd so my trusting neighbor, guard 
your roof right well 

or if he sees a sign of smoke he'll chop 
it all to hell 


Bird Promotes Fire Protection 


Trevor Bird who operates the Bird 
tite and Safety Service, Gulfport, Miss., 
ustributors of fire fighting apparatus 
nd equipment, has engaged in an enter- 
tise to organize and equip three fire 
lations in Harrison County, Miss. Fire 
Protection will be furnished to sub- 
tribing property owners at a moderate 
monthly fee. It is planned to have two 
ermanent men on continuous service 
t each station, and to depend upon 
olunteers to supply necessary addi- 
ional personnel for operating at fires. 
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ENGINEERED Foam Fire Protection 
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5 need the fast, 
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Engineered Foam Fire 





all, National Foam engi- 
of training and experience 
, determine the type of foam 
unical or chemical—and recom- 
t available choices, exactly the 
onal Foam devices to give you 
bn. 

ational Foam Distributor will be glad 
r write us direct about your fire protection 
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SAVE LIVES 





FEDERAL 


Beacon Ray 
is the most 
DISTINCTIVE, 
POSITIVE 
WARNING LIGHT 


you can use! 


@ 360° VISIBILITY 
@ 2 FLASHING BEAMS 
@ PROTECTS EVEN WHEN 


VEHICLE IS PARKED! 


No other light can protect your 
vehicles like Beacon Ray. It de- 
mands attention—can't be missed. 
Write now for Bulletin 351 . 


FEDERAL 
ENTERPRISES, Inc. 


Formerly Federal Electric Company, inc 


8702 5S. State St., Chicago 19, Ill. 
SA 





Cause of Stoppage of Pump 
Discharge 


| To the Editor: 


| taking 


At a recent Civilian Defense dem- 
onstration, which was held in a near- 
by town, a controversy arose as to 
what might have happened to a pump 
part in the demonstration. 
The pump in question is a 1,000 
G.P.M. piece of recent origin and 
was operating from draft at the 
river's edge. 

The following is the layout* which 
was used at this demonstration : 

There were four 10-foot lengths of 
hard suction used. Two were 5 
inches in diameter and two were 4% 
inches in diameter. The two 5-inch 
suctions were coupled together and 
then attached to the suction side of 
the pump, and by means of an adapter 
the two 44-inch suctions were cou- 
pled to the 5-inch suctions, and about 
15 feet of these 4%4-inch suctions 
were dropped into the river. The 


| strainer which was used on the end 


of the 4%-inch suction in the river 
was a small cast iron affair, a piece 
of OCD equipment from World War 
Il. The height from the surface of 
the river to the center of the suction 


| inlet was not more than 6 feet. 





Three single 50-foot lengths were 
laid from the discharge gates. Each 
length was equipped with a shut-off 
nozzle with a 1%-inch tip. 

For a trial, the pump was started 
and primed and picked up the water 
easily and produced three good 
streams. The pump at this time was 
turning at about 700 R.P.M. with 
approximately 40 pounds showing 
on the pressure gauge. The pump 
was run for about 10 minutes and 
then shut down. When the pump 
was started for the big pay-off, it 
was running for about two minutes 
when the pressure gauge dropped to 
zero and no water passed through 
the lines. The vacuum gauge showed 
a reading of about 30 inches, which 
was maintained steadily as long as 
the pump was kept running. 

“A” maintains that the reason for 
the pump not throwing the water was 
because of the two 4%-inch suctions 
feeding into the 5-inch suctions. 

“B” maintains that because of the 
fact that the pump supplied three 
streams for ten minutes before it 
shut down the first time and 


was 
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because a reading of 30 inches « 
vacuum was maintained steadily, tt 
trouble was caused either by a co 
lapsed suction lining of older 4%-ine 
suctions or the strainer becany 
blocked with leaves or mud. TI 
strainer on the end of the suction ij 
the river was tied to the center of aj 
empty milk bottle case to keep it of 
the bottom. W.L. S. 


Answer: When with th 
hose layout you described, suddenly 
stopped delivery of water, but. stil 
showed a high vacuum on the intak 
side, there is only one reason for such 
performance: The flow ‘of water throug 
the suction hose has been stopped eithe 
by obstructions within the suction hose 
oer by fouling of the strainer. 

Although the suction layout might bk 
too small to furnish enough water fo 
all the lines stretched from the pumper, 
still a pump should continue to dis 
charge to the capacity of the suction 
line as long as there is no stoppage in 
the suction line. The fact that you 
maintain a vacuum on the suction sid 
of the pump indicates that the troubi 
lies somewhere in the line from the in- 
take to the source of supply. 

Leaves and other debris may be car 
ried by the current of water entering 
the suction line and may build w 
around the strainer. Such is common 
eccurrence when the source of supply 
contains dead vegetation, leaves, etc. 
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Suction Problems 
To the Editor: 

I would appreciate your answering 
the following questions : 

1. Is 4%-inch hard suction hos 
constructed well enough to withstané 
a perfect vacuum, and to what test 
must it conform? 






' 





bunds 














2. To what extent would a 414Be base 
inch hard suction, in good condition 4" 
be damaged or collapsed during 7, 
pumping operation if a vacuum we Sof. 
caused by lack of water due to in Thus 
sufficient size of water main, insuff-gecuum 
cient flow pressure or obstruction it _ 
the water main? nt to 

3. If a pumper is drafting thf The 






umper 
ercur 


maximum amount of water that coulf 
be obtained through the  suctiot 
screen or hose, what would be the , 
stress on the suction hose as com 





pared to a vacuum created during _ 
priming or as a result of stoppage @ - 
ndder: 


the source of water during a pump 
ing operation ¢ 

4. What damage would occur tt 
a 2¥%-inch soft suction hose if it we 
collapsed during a pumping operatiot 
due to insufficient water hydranil 







ief’s 
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ich 









NEERING MAY, 1952 








essure or insufficient source of 
ater supply ? 

5. | would like to obtain a clearly 
ine! statement to illustrate that at 
given pump pressure or hydrant 
ssure, water will rise to the same 
rel regardless of the number or size 
pipes or hose being used. For 
ample, at 75 pounds pump or hy- | 
ant pressure, water will be raised | 
the same level with two lines of | 
se on the discharge side of the | 
hmp as it will with only one line of | 
bse on the discharge side, and water | 
ill be raised to the same level in| 









ches ¢ 
ily, th 

a col 
Y,-in¢e 
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; Che 4-inch hose at it will be in 1%-inch | 

‘tion i ' 

© of pse. 
; ‘ oT. 

: “46. The pump gauges on our pump- | 

> f 

re s are graduated to —30 on the 


4e Ws 


th xuum side of the gauge. Is this 
ith th 


uddenl faduation in pounds per square inch 
dentr ‘ J pa 
ut sti in inches of mercury? L. P. S. 


intake 
or suciiAnswer J. It will withstand any 
througi&Acuum a pumper can create. No fire 
d eithefRgine can create a perfect vacuum. If 
on hos, a pumper could lift water approxi- 
ately 34 feet by suction. A pump is 
light bef excellent condition if it can raise 
ater fafater 28 feet. Fire engines are con- 
pumperlered to be in good condition when 
to dis#ey can lift water 25 feet by suction. 
suctio—§dnswer 2. No damage should be 
page inBused 
lat youkAnswer 3. Under maximum condi- 
ion = in each case, the stress (vacuum) 
troubkfould be the same. 
the inf Answer 4. No damage would be done. 
ven if a perfect vacuum were created, 
be camfe pressure on the outside of the hose 
snteringkir pressure) wowd be but 14.7 Ibs. 
1ild wir square inch approximately. 
ommoif Answer 5. At 75 pounds pump pres- 
supplyfre, water will be forced up vertically 
, etc. Bhrough a pipe line, hose line, etc.) to 
ch a point that the column of water so 
eated will produce 75 pounds (com- 
only termed back pressure) at the 
gine 
1 pound pressure represents a head 
| approximately 2.3 feet of water. 75 
unds pressure would then be equal 
n hos® 75 x 2.34, or 172.5 feet of water. 
thstandgius 75 pounds pressure at the engine 
t tests buld rafse water to an elevation_ of 
25 feet. Or a vertical depth of 172.5 
et of water would give a pressure, at 
a 414fe base, of 75 pounds per square inch. 
dition 4nswer 6. Inches’ of mercury (com- 
rin tonly called inches of vacuum) are, 
pie. ‘# all practical purposes, equivalent to 
mM Wet of water. 
to im—Thus a reading of 10 inches of 
insuffecuum can be considered as a 10-foot 
uction lift. 
Actually 1 inch of mercury is equiva- 
nt to 1.134 feet of water. 
ng th& The reading on suction gauges of 
t coull#mpers is usually given in inches of 
ercury, rather than feet of water. 
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aa Testing Metal Ladders 
during’ the Editor: 

page ol Would the same tests for wood 


hdders as described in “The Fire 
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OWHATAN 


SENSIBLE-LUG COUPLING 








4 “Equal to any—Better than Most!" 
DON’T COMPROMISE ON 
QUALITY — DEPENDABILITY 


A snagged hose line can cause serious accidents and 
can ruin your hose. Experienced fire-fighters appre- 
ciate the curved surfaces of the 'Sensible-Lug" which 
enable hose to glide over all obstructions thus pro- 
tecting life, limb and equipment. 

Specify Powhatan Sensible-Lug on your next Hose 
order. 


OWHNATAN BRASS 


and IRON WORKS 


RANSON , WEST VIRGINIA 


Phones 93 & 94 Charles Town, West Virginia 
Established 1892 


























a ief’s Handbook” apply to metal 
cor T hiders? Also, is the use of portable 
it wergittal fire ladders increasing? Why? 
eratiogf’ tich metal, steel or aluminum is 


rydran 
























<=RAY-|INE> 360 DEGREE FRESNEL 
FLASHING WARNING LIGHTS 
are most effective for all types of 
emergency work, both day and night. 
Style No. 41 mounts on vehicles. 


Style No. 40 is a portable unit and 
can be placed wherever required. 


Red is standard. Blue, Green or 


Amber can be furnished. 
Write Dept. No. 27 for catalog. 


: THE PORTABLE LIGHT CO., Inc. 


No. 41 216 William Street New York 38, N. Y. No. 40 
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“- € = 72 =. 
7 Dstege $68 ote — "ee 
Cestrifugal Pump. ti —a Y 
fils @ large demand . suing \ 
for use in fighting i" Wai) \ 
fire with the popu- 


lar 1'2-ton and 
2-ton commercial 
truck, or fire chassis. 


@ Write today for 
up-to-date Bulletins 
on HALE Fire Pumps 
—they are built in 
all STANDARD 
CAPACITIES. 


For Dependability Plus Efficiency 


Specify HALE 


HALE FIRE PUMP COMPANY 


CONSHOHOCKEN, PA. 
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| becoming the more popular for po 


able fire ladders? Why? 
J. oO. 

Answer: Today, the trend in portak 
fire department ladders is toward alu 
num. They are being produced in ev 
increasing numbers, and have proy 
entirely satisfactory. In fact, they 
stronger than wood ladders, wh 
weighing no more. Portable steel ladde 
have made little headway in t 
country because of the fact that th 
metal in them has to be so thin, 
order to keep the weight down, th 
there is danger of denting the structur' 
members, and thus weakening the la 
der. 

The same tests for metal ground la 
ders are used as are recommended fq 
wood ladders. These tests are cover 
fully in the “Fire Chief's Handbook 

There has been a great dearth 4 
properly cured Douglas fir for man 
facture of wood aerial ladders in recesf 
years, and the condition is not gettig 
any better. The same type of st 
that is used for fire department aeri 
ladders is in great demand by the many 
facturers of wood veneer. Ladder many 
facturers cannot compete with the va 
neer manufacturers on the basis qd 
price, with the result that the time ma 
not be far off when the majority of fir 
department aerial ladders, as_ well 
ground ladders will be of metal oa 
struction. 








Among the Buffs 


By Paul C. Ditzel 














Tuanks to the many correspoy 
dents who wrote to tell of their seei 
my by-lined articles on Los Angel 
recent Skid Row hotel fire which kill 
seven men. I[ appreciated the clipping 
which are being pasted in ye scrapbo 
for the benefit of my grandkids. 

I’ve written a more extensive artid 
on the fire, it will appear, I hope, in 
future issue of your favorite fire jour 
One word in passing, however. Pra 
cannot be too high for the quick as 
expert work of LA city firemen, w 
through expert aerial ladder work ke 
the loss of life from being higher. Ju 
shows what continuing training will | 
when the chips are down. Orchids 
all firemen concerned but onions to f 
vote-seeking city councilman who 
rangued his colleagues about what | 
called the fire department’s poor 
prevention. 

Truth of the matter was that t 
same councilman was in the forefrafl 
of opposition to a revised fire regulati 
which probably would have resulted 
NO lives being lost. 

The city has had its hands full wi 
several workers recently. On a rec 
Saturday afternoon, firemen caught 
second alarm in a corrugated iron wé 
house containing war surplus gooé 

Around the country: 

Pfc. Richard L. Nailsen, 2111th AS 
Sta. Com., Fort Holabird, Baltimo 
Md., says his speciality is making 0 
the-scene drawings of fire action. H 
been doing it for some time and wot 
like to contact other buffs who do 
same. Buff Nailsen says he uses 
flashlight when he attends night fire 
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| have quite a collection of drawings 
ani some water color work of fires, 
apparatus, new and old fire stations, 
et It is quite a job, with many an 
exacting technique all its own. With 
shutter and film to stop fast action, 
one needs a good memory!” 

Robert J. Barber of 140 Campbell P1., 
NE., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., wonders 
about Chicago’s combinations, pressure 
wagons and booster wagons. Bob’s 
question is one which many fans in- 
terested in Chicago’s setup ask. For 
what it’s worth, here’s this amateur’s 
explanation from my recollections as a 
past Chicago enthusiast. (Man, how 
this Southern California weather has 
mellowed me!) 

Combinations are similiar to city ser- 
vice trucks in other cities. Chicago’s 
combinations are located in outlying 
areas and take the place of both an 
engine and truck. Pressure Wagons in 
Chicago have one or more turret guns 
mounted on them and their chief use 
is to carry larger sized hose. The pres- 
sure wagons lay from pumpers to water 


towers or from the fireboats to the 
pumpers and/or water towers. Their 
turret guns also come in handy fre- 


quently. Also in outlying areas, Chicago 
has booster wagons which respond to 
grass fires. But Chicago calls them 
“prairie fires.” Many years ago when 
I first landed in Chicago from the east, 
I heard a still alarm given as a “prairie 
fire.” A prairie fire in Chicago could be 
a small vacant lot or it could be a good 


sized acre or two. Strains of the old 
midwest! Chicago does not have a 
high pressure water system as many 


fans have come to suspect. 

Peasants of an Austrian village near 
Vienna were arguing whether to build 
a fire station. They argued and argued 
but reached no decision. Then the vil- 
lage elder, who had kept quiet during 


the debate stood up. 

“There has not been a fire in our 
community for 50 years,” he said. “Our 
business is so prosperous there is no 


need to set fire to anything.” 

That settled it. There ain’t gonna be 
a fire station in Trainau. 

From the Deep South, suh, comes a 
letter from would-be fire fan Joe A. 
Ward. His only contact with the fire 
world is through Frre ENGINEERING, and 
with his hometown volunteer fire de- 
partment, when he’s home. 

“Tf there is a buff’s club in Tennessee 
I do not know of it. I am attending 
the University of Tennessee at present 
and if there is such an organization in 
Knoxville, I know nothing of it. Would 
it be possible for me to join such a 
club in any city or cities elsewhere? 
If so, how?” 

Joe’s address is 1701 Rose Avenue, 
Box 304, Knoxville. My list of fire 
bell clubs does not show any outfit near 
there. Why don’t you start one, Joe? 

srother Tom S. Jewett, Jr., of the 
Kansas City Star, Kansas City 17, Mo., 
still is looking for books on the history 
of fire departments of any city in the 
United States. He’s especially inter- 
ested in obtaining a copy of “The His- 
tory of the American Steam Fire En- 
gine,” written by William T. King and 
published in 1896. 

I sign this off again as I prepare to 
take off for San Francisco wheer I’m 
going to cover a church convention for 
two weeks. Hope to have a report for 
you next month on the San Francisco 
goings-on. My permanent address re- 





you VAN 


take it with you! 


FOR PERSONAL SAFETY .. . for effi- 
ciency in fire-fighting . . . here’s a fire 
axe every fireman should carry with 
him wherever he goes. It’s the Mann 
Edge Indian Chief Fire Axe ...a 1% 
Ib. beauty with a pick head on a natural 
finish 15’ hardwood handle. 


Sheath does double duty—dgives full 
protection to wearer from pick and 
blade and holds axe securely at the 


waist. This gives full freedom for 
both hands allows firemen to 
“forget” this axe while climbing or 


carrying hose. But the axe is always 


Contact your fire 
equipment supply 
center today, or write 
direct for free litera- 
ture which complete- 
ly illustrates and de- 
scribes Mann’s fam- 
ous line of quality 
fire axes. 





IT TAKES 


MANN 


EDGE TOOL CO. 
LEWISTOWN, PENNA. 










with him for unexpected emergencies. 
No more time-wasting trips to the fire 
truck for a badly needed axe. 


This fire axe is excellent for breaking 
and entering buildings while causing a 
minimum amount of damage. It’s handy 
to use in tight places too, where a full 
axe swing is impossible. 


The Indian Chief upholds Mann 
Edge’s over a century old name for 
quality axes. Satin-polished, tempered, 
steel blade and pick plus fire-engine red 
head make it as beautiful a tool as it 
is tough and durable. 


A MANN TO DO A MAN’S JOB 




















FLASHING FM 


Standard Mascot hand light with 
High and Low beams unchanged. 


Added by demand, a one inch red 
jewel with built-in flasher and 
switch. 
When ordering from your dealer, be 
sure to specify if you want this new 
feature. 


ARGUSLITE co 


BLUE RIDGE SUMMIT, PENNA 
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Champion Fire Apparatus 





Champion Fire Pumps 
44 PAGE BOOKLET of 
FIRE APPARATUS & FIRE PUMPS 


Write Today For Your Copy 


W. S. DARLEY & CO., CHICAGO 12 
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STING! 


Me 


Fires won’t wait while you 
struggle with unwieldy hose. 
That’s why experienced fire- 
fighters have preferred Hewitt 
Fire Hose for over 75 years! 


They know it is light and flexi- 
ble for fast action . . . yet rugged 
for long life. They know, too, 
that its quality construction 
minimizes elongation and twist- 
ing . . . assures high burst- 
resistance. 

Learn how Hewitt Fire Hose can 
help you. Write today. 


HEWITT RUBBER DIVISION 
¥ 240 Kensington Avenue, Buffalo 5, New York 





Sete, 


HEWITT-ROBINS 
INCORPORATED 





























WRITE FOR CAP CIRCULAR TODAY 
MEW UMFORM CAP CIRCULAR SHOWS 
OVER 25 DAFERENT STYLES. . . 
Meade ONLY By 
WENTWORTH - FORMAN CO.., Inc. 
21 EDINBORO ST BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


Established 1895 


Over 500 Stores, Uniform 
Manufacturers. and Fire 
Equipment Dealers in the 
United States and it's 
Territories, handle the 
Head-Master™ line of 


Uniform Caps. If your 





om dealer does not 
Head-Ma.ter” 
Uniform Goes. TELL 





ha 


him to write to us for 


complete information 
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mains, however, c/o Associated Press, 
P. O. Box 2416, Terminal Annex, Los 
Angeles 54, Calif. 





Toronto's Box Twelve Elects 


Box Twelve Association of Toronto 
recently held its annual election of 
Officers who took over their new as- 
signments at the time of the annual 
dinner meeting on April 21st. For the 
next ensuing twelve-month period the 
Honorary Chief of Box Twelve is Chief 
Joseph Waterman of Toronto Fire De- 
partment; President and Chief of Box 
Twelve Association—James L. Arnott, 
Vice-President and Deputy Chief—Nor- 
man Barker and Secretary-Treasurer— 
George G. Macdonald. 

The Association looks forward to 
another year of continued interest and 
effort in behalf of the Toronto Fire 
Department. The combination Canteen 
and Coffee Wagon continues to be sta- 
tioned in the quarters of Engine Com- 
pany No. 3 but is operated entirely by 
members of Box Twelve Association 
Arthur C. Fox, the first President and 
Chief of the Box Twelve Association, 
has had to retire from active partici- 
pation and has been made an Honorary 
Past President and Chief Emeritus. 

S. Fow Ler 





Akron “Business” Increases 


Business transacted by the Akron, 
Ohio, Fire Department, Chief F. C. Ver- 
notzy, showed an increase in 1951 over 
the previous year. Fire alarms jumped 
from 2,168 to 2,400; fires went up from 
1,377 to 1,551, and losses increased from 
$820,818 in 1950 to $1,423,990 last year. 

The comprehensive report includes 
Chief Vernotzy’s recommendations, as 
follows: 7 new fire stations; 30 ad 
ditional firemen; 3 Fire Inspectors; two 
men to the Fire Hydrant Division; 
one 100-ft. aerial ladder; two 1,000 GPM 
pumpers, and three passenger autos to 
replace wornout vehicles; three “scooter 
bikes” for fire hydrant inspection. Chief 
Vernotzy advocates also a new and mod- 
ern fire alarm Office, the building to 
house a training school, with an adja- 
cent four-story training tower; also two 
cisterns with capacity of 1,000 gallons. 
He also urges a complete fire station 
repair and modernization program to 
offset the “rapid deterioration of fire de- 
partment buildings.” 

* * @ 
Blackwell, Okla., Report a Chronological Diary 

The Annual Report of the Blackwell, 
Okla., Fire Department includes both a 
summary of operations of the depart- 
ment under Fire Chief Theo. E. Gebelein 
and a chronologial account of day-by- 
day operations of the department, in- 
cluding its work in fire prevention and 
other activities in addition to responding 
to alarms and operating at fires. 

The estimated fire loss for 1951 was 
$10,835. There were 204 alarms, 18 of 
which were for outside the city. The 
Department traveled 104 miles to help 
fight these “foreign” fires. 

* * * 
Martin, Kentucky Fire Marshal, Reports 

The Annual Report for the Year 1950 
from the office of the State Fire Mar- 
shal, W. L. Martin, contains a wealth of 
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fundamental information. In addition to 
listing losses by dollars, occupancy and 
periods, it tabulates deaths from fire and 
itemizes the entire fire services of the 
State, and the fire organizations. A fea- 
ture of the Report are the data on fire 
pections, and arson investigation. 
Chis is only the Second Annual Re- 
port; it will be followed by a similar ac- 
counting for the year 1951. 

fotal state fires are listed for the year 
1950 as 4,752, with losses set at 
$9,699,433. 


* * 


Alarms Down, Losses Up in Detroit 

\ccording to the Annual Report of the 
Fire Prevention Division, Edward W. 
Hall, Fire Marshal, for the year 1951, 
the Detroit, Mich., Department re- 
sponded to 16,245 alarms of fire, a de- 
crease of 1,046 from 1950. Fire losses for 
1951, however, amounted to $5,189,243, 
an increase of $540,089 over 1950. This 
increase is attributed to higher building 
material and labor costs. There were 28 
extra-alarm fires during the year, com- 
pared with 23 the year previous. 

The decrease in the number of fires 
in the city is said to reflect the value of 
continuous fire prevention inspection as 
practiced by the Fire Department. 

* * * 


California Manual for Auxiliary Firemen 

The first of a series of three publica- 
tions to be prepared for the use of those 
receiving training as auxiliary firemen 
has been completed by the California 
State Department of Education, Thomas 
S. Ward, Supervisor of Fire Training. 

The initial manual covers the basic 
course and will be followed by similar 
texts on “advanced” and “additional” 
training. The contents were prepared 
from outlines developed by chief officers 
and training directors in conference 
throughout the State of California. It is 
pointed out that the material is not sup- 
posed to supplant existing fire training 
programs or to serve as a substitute for 
such programs. 

The Manual, which numbers’ 118 
pages, contains two Parts and eleven 
Chapters. Part 1 gives the over-all 
picture of Civil Defense; fire depart- 
ment organization; apparatus, tools and 
equipment; communications; elementary 
chemistry of fire and fire extinguishers 
and their use. Part 2 includes data on 
hose. nozzles; appliances and fittings: 
handling hose and ladders; taking hose 
lines aloft and ropes, knots and hitches. 

The text is well written and edited, 
and attractively illustrated and printed. 

. fs = 


Martinsville Issues Second Report 

The Second Annual Report of the 
Martinsville Volunteer Fire Department, 
Martinsville, Va., is a modest but in- 
formative and promotional document. It 
tells in interesting form what the fire 
department is, and what it has done. 
Martinsville’s Fire Chief is James E 
Nintner. Incidentally, this organization 
issues a monthly publication “The Hose 
Line,” designed to “sell” all and sundry 
on the progress of the department. 

+ + * 


Cedar Rapids, la., 1951 Loss $465,490 

The Annual Report of the Cedar 
Rapids, Ia. Fire Department, Chief 
E. P. Kohout, like its predecessors, is a 
Statistical history of accomplishments 


of the department. The average loss 
for the year 1951 per fire for the 817 
hres, was $569.76. The department 


maintains an active Fire Prevention 
Bureau. 
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HEY! DON’T DROP THAT 
FIRE EXTINGUISHER 
FROM UP THERE... WE 
KNOW IT’S RUGGED.. 
BUT THAT'S GOING A 
LITTLE TOO FAR! 


ili ll 2 
| iil mm MA TON T A Hon 


illo 
MMR Mee 


TO 







































Ansul Dry Chemical Fire Extinguish- ive use. 
ers are built to take unusual abuse. There Advanced engineering design allows 
are no plastic parts which can be easily this rugged construction without mak- 
broken. The cartridge and cartridge re- ing Ansul Extinguishers unduly heavy. 


ceiver are protected by a patented steel Inexperienced operators can handle them 
cartridge guard. And the extinguisher easily and can extinguish much larger 
shell is fabricated of a heavy gage steel fires than one would normally expect 
to prevent possible rupture due to abus- from novice fire fighters. 

SEE PAGE 357 
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TO BE SURE 


FULTON'’S SHUREDRY 
GREEN-BAK SALVAGE COVERS 
BRING FIRE LOSSES DOWN, 


DOWN, 








DOWN 


APPROVED BY NATIONAL ry The salvage cover that’s 
BOARD OF FIRE UNDER- 3 5 
WRITERS AND BY FACTORY FF, rol t(:1 ame CoM ate lale| (<M ol-taelthy-) 
MUTUAL LABORATORIES ‘ 
it’s lighter and extra pliable. 

Shuredry salvage covers are more effec- 

tive because they're pressure impregnated 

with the exclusive “Shuredry” treatment 

They rate tops in every test against water 


penetration and seepage! Specify Shure- 


dry from your fire equipment dealer. 


a BAG & COTTON MILLS 


Atlanta « St. Lovis « Dallas « Denver « New Orleans « Los Angeles « Kansas City, Kans 
Crystal, Minn. « New York City, 347 Madison Ave. « Winter Haven, Fla 














Janesville 





JANESVILLE QUALITY 
TURN OUT CLOTHING 


Our turnout suits are giving excellent 
satisfaction in most of the large fire 
departments throughout the U. S. and 


THERE MUST BE A REASON WHY 
SO MANY FIREMEN INSIST ON 
JANESVILLE QUALITY 


APPAREL CO. 








—— JAMESVILLE, WISCONSIN 





{ MEMCO AERIAL LADDER 








The MEMCO AERIAL LADDER 
is an economical all-metal ladder 
unit designed to be installed on 
existing truck or to be installed 
on new equipment by your fire 
truck manufacturer. Electrically 
raised and lowered by power 
from the truck battery. 


For details write... 


MEMCO DIVISION of 


DE-LUX NEON MFG. CO. 


1007 N. W. 36th Street 
Oklahoma City 3, Okla. 








New Zealand Reader Reports 


lo the Editor 

We in Timaru, New Zealand, 
Station, look torward to the day 
the mailman brings our two copies ol 
KikE ENGINEERING. Our Chief, Mr. E. 
W. McCann, gets one as well as myself 
He has subscriber for many 
years 
We follow with 
articles and the comments of 
American readers. We find that 
same troubles prevail in America that 
are found here: Troubles such as the 
task of providing adequate fire cover in 


Fire 
when 


been a 
interest the many 
your 
the 


rural districts, with equipment that is 
either worn out or obsolete. Another 
thing that is mutual with both our 


countries is the lack of money—when 
it comes to buying new equipment. 
Nonetheless, as is the case in both our 
countries, get by and still endeavor 
to do a good job of work. 

As would be expected, the Fire Ser 
vice in this country is patterned on the 


we 


lines of the English Fire Service. The 
Fire Brigades in New Zealand are con 
trolled by Fire Boards, which find the 
money for their upkeep. The Boards 


are composed of, as a rule, at least five 
follows: Insurance Com- 
Nominees, two; Local Bodies, 
two; and the Government, one. As a 
Controlling Body for the whole of the 
Service, we have the N. Z. Fire Service 
Council which was set up by the N. Z. 
Government to improve and advise the 
Fire Service as a whole. 

We also read with interest the techni 
cal articles on the use of fire equipment 
by Mr. Roi Woolley, as we have only 
recently acquired a Turntable Ladder 
His recent comments on the aerial lad- 
der have been of great interest to us 

We have not as yet adopted as stand 
ard the use of high pressure fog in New 
Zealand There however, some 
The last Brigad 


members, as 
panies’ 


are, 


Brigades that use it 





last big job of 1951 








Timaru, N. Z., fights threatening fire in high risk area. 
To all intents and purposes this scene might be a fire in any thriving American City 
however, and you will see the difference in the aerial ladder and other “appliances. 
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in which | served has one unit. This is 
mounted on a Ford V8 chassis and has 


a John Bean High Pressure Pump on it 
and also a low pressure pump of 50 
G.P.M. capacity. Another feature of 


this unit is that it carries four 250 Ib, 
CO, Gas cylinders. This unit has proved 
to be very useful to us. 

We in Timaru have a very handy set- 
up for the size of the city—population 
20,000. We have a two-bay Station that 
houses five units, consisting of: one first 
attendance pump of 500 G.P.M., one 
combination hose layer and pump, also 
500 G.P.M. This latter unit carries 
5,000 ft. of 334-inch hose and a com- 
pressed air breathing set. We also have 
two 500 G.P.M. trailer pumps and one 
75 ft. aerial ladder made by the London 
firm of Merryweathers. Another unit 
we have is a smali tender which we use 
for ordinary chimney fires. It is made 
by Dodge Bros. This unit, as well as 
the first attendance unit, is equipped 
with two-way radio, which we find to 
be one of the most useful acquisitions 
that we have. 

In the Call Room, or Watch Room, 
we have also Gamewell Tape Recording 
instruments, which are hooked to the 
five fire alarm circuits having 70 odd 
call points. In addition, we have 19 of 
our high risk buildings on what we call 
our P. F. A. or Private Fire Alarms. 
[hese are also hooked up to our Alarm 
System. All these are fully automatic 
and include four sprinkler systems, the 
others working on open and closed cir- 
cuits, and air lines under pressure. 

As we are a seaport, we also have a 
fixed pumping unit that we can use to 
draft water direct from the sea and sup- 
plement our water supply, should we 
require it. This is also helpful on ship 
fires. 

Timaru is the center of a large wheat 
and pastoral district. On the big stations, 
many thousands of sheep are raised. 
There are two large freezing works in 
the district ,as well as three large flour 
mills. The Port of Timaru also caters 
for these to ship wool, wheat, hides and 
much other produce to all parts of the 












Photo Courtesy Timaru Fire Brigaé 


Look shar 
This was Timaru? 


Damage $60,000 
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Chis is world. During the last war, Timaru 
nd has shipped many thousands of cases of 
D on it potatoes to American forces in the 
of 50 South Pacific. So you will see that 
ure of although we are but a small city, our 
250 IbM™ risks are varied and scattered. To give 
proved you some idea—last year in our local 
wool stores the insured value of wool 
dy set-§ alone was nearly $22 million, and a big 
ulation} headache to all until it was shipped out. 
yn that Believe me, a wool store fire is a 
ne first} nasty and stubborn bit of work. The 
one last one I had the doubtful pleasure to 
p, also be at was nearly a “24-hour sitting.” We 
carries} sometimes wish that the United States 
1. com-§ was a little nearer and that we could 
o have get our hands on some of the fine equip- 
id one ment that is for sale in your Journal. 
ondon§# One of these days we may realize our 
+r unit ambitions. Your pumpers seem like 
we use giants to ours. And for a pumper to 
; made have a 240 horsepower motor is un- 
vell as§ heard of here! and as for a machine to 
uipped § carry 1,000 gallons of water, this too is 
ind to§ just a dream that we hope will one day 
sitions § come true. Slowly but surely we are 
getting to this stage and I trust that it 
Room, § will not be long. 
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- cr W. B. Phillips, Pyrene Head 
have a Wallace B. Phillips, president of the 


use tof’ Pyrene Manufacturing Company, prom- 
id sup-§ inent fire extinguisher manufacturers, 


ld wef died on April 14, 1952, after an illness | 


yn ship § of several months. He was 66. 
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Wallace B. Phillips 


Mr. Phillips in 1912 became chairman 
and managing director of the newly 
formed Pyrene Company, Ltd. of Eng- 
land. He relinquished those posts in 
1950 when he became president and 
chairman of the executive committee of 
the parent Pyrene Manufacturing Com- 
pany in Newark, N. J. 

In World War I, Mr. Phillips served 
in a civilian capacity in AEF Intelli- 
gence. In 1940 he was a member of 
the American Red Cross Committee 
set up in London to provide medical 
supplies to the British Red Cross. At 
the same time he was leading founder 
and became the first director-general 
of American Ambulance-Great Britain. 
Later in 1940, he was appointed as- 



















gence in Washington. 

Mr. Phillips held several other im- 
portant posts in Washington and be 
ginning in 1943 for eight years was 
president of the American Chamber of 
Commerce in London, where he helped 
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Built by proud craftsmen to the highest standards of 
precision manufacturing . . . utilizing materials of finest 
quality .. . Sterling Sirens give year-after-year of 


I 
: 
I 
| 
[ 
I unsurpassed dependability and satisfaction. 
l 
I 
I 
I 
I 


MODEL M GENERAL 
FIRE ALARM SIREN 
for Volunteer Systems 


Quick acceleration, power- 
plus . . . Model M really 
gets the boys out in a hurry! 
Used by championship 
companies from coast to 
coast. A dependable, heavy- 
duty siren built of the 
finest materials throughout. 


. Complete line of Siren Equipment ¢ Bulletin on Request 


Siren sounds a penetrating 
warning, red light automatically 
flashes authority. Traffic opens 
instantly, day or night. FREE 
ROLLING feature. 


@ HANDSOME 
@ RUGGED 
@ RELIABLE 
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MODEL 20 SIRENLITE 
for Emergency Vehicles 


Sa EE aE G&S SS S&S = | 


Ne ee 


Bee ee mee THE STERLING SIREN FIRE ALARM CO., INC. 





58 ALLEN ST., ROCHESTER 6, N.Y. 








GREN 


CUSTOM-BUILT 
FIRE APPARATUS 


OREN ROANOKE CORP. 


ROANOKE 16, VIRGINIA 










MULTI-STAGE 
CENTRIFUGAL 
PUMPS 
+ 
HIGH OUTPUT 

ENGINES 
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When you reach for a flashlight 
(when you need light) do you want 


FLASH or LIGHT? 
Before you specify consider 


WHEAT 
RECHARGEABLE LIGHTS 


(no dry batteries) 





WHEAT RECHARGEABLE LIGHTS 
GIVE YOU 


1. UNFADING LIGHT —25,000 beam candlepower 
for 5-6 hours continuous operation. 

2. DEPENDABLE LIGHT—bulbs designed for 300 
plus hours. With one WHEAT CHARGE INDI- 
CATOR (separate unit) you can check all your 
WHEAT lights between alarms. 

3. LOW MAINTENANCE battery 
charged over 200 times. 2 } 

4. PROVEN SERVICE -thousands in fire service 

a trusted friend at a fire 


may be re- 


For details end address of your local dealer write 


KOEHLER MANUFACTURING CO. 


#1 HOWLAND ST., MARLBORO, MASS. 


Leaders in Portable Lighting for over 35 years. 





Quality 
Service 
Satis faction 





EVERSON-ROSS 


S&8 CHAMBERS ST 


NEW YORK 7.N.Y 





tound the safety first movement in 
England. He was a trustee of the 
\merican Museum of Safety and a di- 
rector of the National Safety Council 
and the National Industrial Conference 
Board. He held the King’s Medal “for 
services in the cause of freedom.” 
He is survived by his widow. 


Ex-Chief Joseph E. Ducheneau 


Retired Chief Joseph E. Ducheneau, 
82, of the Southbridge, Mass., Fire 
Department died on April 9. He had 
been in poor health for the past several 
years. 

Chief Ducheneau was born and lived 


his entire life in the town of South- 
bridge. He was appointed a callman 
May 6, 1904, while in the employment 


In 
The 
assistant 


of the American Optical Company. 
1910, he was advanced to captain. 
following year he was made 
chief; and in 1913 he was appointed 
chief, which position he held until he 
retired on pension in July of 1939, at 
the compulsory retirement age of 70. 

Under Chief Ducheneau. permanent 
men were appointed to the department, 
all apparatus was motorized and shortly 
prior to his retirement, he replaced the 
city service ladder truck with an 85-foot 
aerial. 

Funeral services were held on Mon- 
day April 14. Attending the services 
were, town officials, chiefs of the neigh- 
boring communities and a _ delegation 
from the New England Association of 
Fire Chiefs, of which he was a member. 

Henry T. HANSON 


Chief L.C. Canning Reports New 
1LA.F.C. Exhibitors 


Chief L. C. Canning, Midvale, Utah, 
Chairman of Exhibits for the annual 
conference of the International Associa- 
tion of Fire Chiefs to be held at Boston, 
Mass., August 25-28, reports the signing 
up of twenty-three additional exhibitors 
since the publication of the first list of 
twenty-three in the April issue of Fire 
ENGINEERING. 

Thus forty-six exhibitors have al 
ready contracted for space at Boston. 
Only eleven booths still remain unsold. 
Potential exhibitors are urged to make 
reservation at once; otherwise no space 


may be available. 
Chief Canning is out to break his 
record set at the last conference, in 


Grand Rapids, where receipts exceeded 
those from all previous exhibits. 
Seagrave Corp., Columbus, Ohio. 


Bi-Lateral Fire Hose Co., Chicago 6, Il. 

Homelite Corp., Port Chester, N. Y. 

Cardox Corp., Chicago 1, Il. 

Scully Signal Co., Cambridge 41, Mass 

V. H. Blackinton & Co., Ine., Attleboro 
Falls, Mass 

American Fire Equipment Co., Boston 
9, Mass. 

Maxim Motor Co., Middleboro, Mass. 


Atlas Safety Equipment Co., New York 
IN Y 


Eureka 


Fire Hose Division of U. S 
Rubber Co., New York 13, N. Y. 
The Four Wheel Drive Auto Co., Clin- 
tonville, Wis. 
Elkhart Brass Co., Elkhart, Ind. 
Wooster Brass Co., Wooster, Ohio. 
Scott Aviation Corp., Lancaster, N. Y 


Calgon, Inc., Pittsburgh, Pa 
Akron Brass Mfg. Co., Wooster, Ohio. 
Federal Enterprises, Inec., Chicago 19, 
Tl 
American - LaFrance - Foamite Corp., 
Elmira, N. Y 
Stephenson Corp., Red Bank, N. J. 
Grinnell Co., Inc., Providence 1, R. IL 
Ward La France Truck Corp., Elmira, 
NM. ¥. 
W. Onan & Sons, 


Inc., Minneapolis, 


Noma Electric Corp., New York, N. Y. 
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“MORSE” 


SHUT-OFF NOZZLE 
and PLAYPIPE 


COMBINATION 
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FN. McINTIRE BRASS WORKS 


BOSTON, MASS. 
are 


1952 

















DEPENDABLE! 
COMPACT! 
TROUBLE-FREE! 


HIS 1500-watt “‘U.S.” Portable was 

engineered with Fire Department 

needs in mind. An ideal unit for 
operating floodlights, radio, pumps and 
blowers. Available also as a 3000-watt 
generator. Write for folder describing the 
full line of U. S. units 
for fire departments. 


UNITED STATES 
MOTORS CORP. 


430 Nebraska St. 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 
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MAKE BIG PROFITS! 
FIRE-LITE 


Automatic 


HOME FIRE ALARM SYSTEM 


SAVE LIVES! | | 
| 


ULL. 
Approved 
Rate of Rise § 


Detectors 





Safeguard lives and property with FIRE- 
LITE and make big profits! FIRE-LITE 
is a new, low cost system that automati- 
cally and instantly detects fires, sounds a 
shrill, loud alarm, arouses family before 
fire gains headway. 

We supply demonstrator alarm, sales plan 
and illustrated book that clinches sales! 
Every man wants to protect his family 
and property. You can easily sell that 
man a FIRE-LITE and make money! 


Write Today for Information 
Approved for FHA Financing 


FIRE-LITE ALARMS 


174 Shelton Ave., New Haven 2, Conn. 
Member National Fire Protection Association 











BODY-GUARD 


BUNKER SUITS 


FOR COMFORT & PROTECTION 











WE ARE DISTRIBUTORS 


SIREN BOOTS 


We have been supplying FIREMEN'S 
CLOTHING for over 25 years. 


FOR 


Any fireman can have a catalog by writing — 


BODY-GUARD 
MANUFACTURING CO. | 


ST. JOSEPH . ‘ MISSOURI | 





Hotel Fire | 


(Continued from page 339) 


Chief Alderson said loss of life would 
have been much less if the stairways | 
had been enclosed and the department 
promptly notified. | 

Despite the heroic work done by fire- 
men who fought a fire they had been 
warning the City Council would darken 
the city’s past excellent fire record, one 
councilman scoffed at the experts’ an- 
alysis of the fire. 

The councilman, who constantly ha- 
rangues the fire department, accused 
Chief Alderson of overlooking “the bad | 
fre prevention in which this tragedy | 
had its roots.” The councilman said the 
charge of open stairways causing 
of lite was “just an alibi and nothing 
short of it.” 

“Enclosed stairwells wouldn't have 
made a particle of difference in this cas¢ 
where the floors and ceilings were of 
old wood,” the councilman told his col- 
leagues. 

A calmer statement was 
reply by Chief Alderson: 

“My attitude is that the fire depart- 
ment has under way a very competent 
and complete investigation of this fire 
and of the reason for the loss of life, 
which will result in recommendations 
for legislation, which, in due time, will 
be presented to the City Council. 

“It is my opinion that a tragedy of 


loss 


issued in 


this kind should not result in public 
disputes between public officials. It is 
a matter for careful, thoughtful and 


prayerful consideration. 

“T will make no statement derogatory 
to any other city department or any 
public official in spite of any attack 
which may be made on me or the fire 
department until we have completed our 
investigation and are prepared to make 


a considered recommendation and an 
honest finding.” 
To date, overwhelming praise has 


been given Chief Alderson and his de- 
partment in their handling of the fire. 

Another Councilman, Harold Harby, 
said Chief Alderson is recognized inter- 
nationally as “a tine and capable Chief” 
and pointed to the respect which the 
local department enjoys internationally. 

Captain Harry T. Pitts, head of the 
fire department’s 35 inspectors, told the 
councilmen: 

“When a fire occurs, open stairways 
act like chimneys that draw flames up- 
ward through a building which other- 
wise might be confined to the floor the 
flames originated.” 

The anti-fire department councilman 
was in the forefront of opposition to 
Chief Alderson’s request three years 
ago for legislation requiring enclosure 
of all open staircases, elevator shafts, 
light wells and other vertical openings. 

Chief Alderson said the St. George 
fire was the city’s worst during his 12 
years as Chief Engineer and probably 
the worst fire since the one in Griffith 
Park in 1927, in which 30 men died in 
a brush fire. 

Deputy Chief Rothermel, who was 











IN ANY FIRE STATION 


LARGE OR SMALL 
DAYTON HYDRAULIC 
EXPANDER 
MEANS BETTER HOSE CARE 





Expands Couplings from 
%” to 6” Size 
Tests Hose Up to 700 Lbs. 


Extra Attachment Removes 
Expansion Rings from Old Hose 
More Pressure Larger Motor 

Roomier Work Table 


Regardless of 
ment, there is 
requirements, 


the 
an 


size of your 
Expander 


depart 
for your 


Send for Hlustrated Bulletin 


Dayton Fire Equipment Co. 
1242-48 W. 2nd St., Dayton 7, Ohio 














in charge of the board of inquiry’s in 
vestigation, recalled the St. 
Hotel was the scene of another tragic 
fire 40 years ago. 

One of the few Los Angeles firemen 
who still remembers the St. George 
Hotel fire of November 19, 1912, Chief | 
Rothermel pointed out some tragic | 
parallels between the 1912 fire and the 
1952 fire: 


George 





EMERGENCY 
EQUIPMENT 





TT 
| PacKo | 
CUTTING 






LIGHT WEIGHT ... EASY TO WEAR. 
ABSOLUTELY SAFE AND RELIABLE. 


PACKO Emergency Cutting Equip- 


ment will be found invaluable. It 
will enable you to cut away steel 
barriers in a few minutes .. . enable 
you to get to the source of a fire 
quickly enable you to make a 
rescue ... that by any other method 


would require hours. 

The unit is self-contained .. . com 
plete with pressure proved cylinders, 
regulators, hose and _ non-backfire 
cutting torch. Order a set today 
Carried by leading fire departments 
in the country. 


The WELDERS SERVICE CO., Inc. 
229 Blvd. of Allies, Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 
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1. The 1912 fire was at approximately 


the same time. 

2. A child was found in an upstairs 
hallway and rescued. In the 1952 fire, a 
24-year-old child was rescued from a 
second floor hallway. 

3. The elevator operator was a hero. 
In the 1912 fire, the elevator operator 


brought guests down from upper floors 
before his clothing caught fire: and he 
leaped to death from a sixth floor win- 
dow. In the latest fire, the elevator 
operator got up from bed and remained 


at the elevator and brought guests to 
safety. He escaped injury. 

Chief Rothermel said the St. George 
Hotel in 1912 was a favorite haunt of 


vaudeville enter- 
while in town. To- 


theatrical people as 
tainers stayed there 


day the place is a dollar-a-night tran- 
sient hotel. 
Chief Rothermel, with 40 years in the 


two motor driven 
first fire. The 


department, said only 
fire engines fought the 
rest were horse-drawn 

The deputy chief said more people 
were saved by life nets during the 1912 
fire than at any fire in the city’s history. 
He said the 1952 fire was one of the 


city’s worst from a loss of life stand- 
point in Los Angeles’ history. 

Six died in the 1912 fire and eight 
seriously hurt. All the dead leaped. 
Chief Kothermel was a rookie in the 
department during the 1912 fire. 

The early morning fire was one. of 
three major blazes which gave Los An- 
geles firemen a busy night. 

The first fire was a $400,000 worker 
in a two-story brick business building 
only a few blocks away from the St. 
George. The blaze damaged Jack’s 
Tuxedo Shop, The Sweetheart Bridal 
Shop, Tru-Color Photo Studios, a jew- 
elry store and a restaurant at 330 South 
Broadway. The fire, discovered shortly 
after 10 p.m.. was also in charge of 
Chief Herbert Melvin. 

The 330 South Broadway building 
was the third in the immediate area to 
be burned during a 12-year-period. On 
the two adjoining sites, now occupied 
by parking lots, the Root Building was 
destroyed last year and the Gray Build- 
ing burned in 1939. 

In the night’s second fire, 
the Bel-Air Country Club 
out. 


one wing of 
was burned 


President Frank Winnie estimated 





Rate $8 per inch less 10% for three 
or more consecutive insertions. 








AMBULANCES FOR SALE 


1951 SUPERIOR-CADILLAC 


(new 


1950 BARNETTE-PONTIAC 
1949 METEOR-CADILLAC 

1948 FLXIBLE 
1947 SUPERIOR-CADILLAC 
1946 FLXIBLE-BUICK 
1941 SUPERIOR-CADILLAC 
1939 LA SALLE 


(w.w tires) 
(sanders), 100% 
BUICK (low mileage) 
(hydramatic drive) 
(very reasonable) 
(very clean) 
(perfect) 

Fully equipped, ready to operate, guaranteed 
SUPERIOR-CADILLAC DISTRIBUTOR 
WOLFINGTON BODY CO., INC. 
33rd & Arch Sts., Philadelphia 4, Pa. 

BAring 2-5252 
Parts & Ser 


Showroom, vice: 





5801 Lansdowne Avenue 
Phone: TRinity 7-8882 
FOR SALE 
SURPLUS 
1%” DJ CRL fire hose, unused, but soiled 
$.75 per ft., epld. 
2%" DJ CRL fire hose, unused, but solled— 
$.96 per ft., cpld 
1%” SJ CRL fire hose, unused, but soiled 
35 per ft., eple 
2%" SJ CRL fire hose, unused, but soiled 
$.65 per ft., epld 
UNUSED & CLEAN FACTORY PACKED 


1%” DJ CRL fire hose—$.89 per ft. 
Couplings -$6.75 per set, attached 
%” SJ CRL fire hose- $.42 per ft. 
Couplings—$4.50 per set, attached 

2” DJ CRL fire hose—$1.06 per ft. 
c ouplings—$9.25 per set, . + 

pelt CRL fire hose—$.5¢6 per ft. 
Couplings—-$6.7 75 per set, Hy 

2%” DJ CRL fire hose—$1. per ft. 

. ‘steched 


Couplings $7.50 per set, attached 
ALL HOSE IN 50’ LGTHS 
Delivery—from stock 
TOWSON HOSE & RUBBER CO 
104 West Joppa Road 
Baltimore 4, Maryland 














FOR SALE 


1 Ahrens-Fox 1926 
730 Gal. Piston Pump 
Model M-X-4 Reg. No. 1301 


American-LaFrance 1928 
600 Gal. Rotary Gear Pump 
Reg. No. L-272 


In Good Operating Condition 


Now in Service—Will Demonstrate 


W. A iUS, TREASURER 
VILLAGE oF TARRYTOWN, N 


FOR SALE : 
1—1942 Chevrolet 300 G.P.M. Front Mounted 
Champion Pump, 250 Gal. Booster Tank and 
Booster Hose Reel , 
1--1947 International 500 G.P.M. Hale Pump, 
250 Gal. Booster Tank and Booster Hose Reet 
1—1945 International K7 Four Wheel Drive John 
Bean High Presure Pump. 300 Gal. Booster 
Tank and two Hose Reels 
11940 U.S.A. 750 G.P.M. Booster Tank and 


Hose 
2,000 ft. of 2%-inch 8S. J. Hose with Couplings 
Packed 100 ft to crate 
NORTHWEST MOTORS 
695 Bankhead Ave., N.W Atlanta, Ga. 
Te lephone ELgin 7848 
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REPRESENTATIVE WANTED 


Are you interested in 
sales of custom-built 
Island for one 
facturers in the 


handling the exclusive 
fire apparatus on Long 
of the largest and oldest manu- 
busines f so, please contact 











Box 305, c/o FIRE ENGINEERING, 24 West = 
40th St., New York 18, N. Y. 

FOR SALE 
Hale City Service Truck, 23 yrs. old, oe . 
only 4600 miles, 130 HP Waukesha Motor, com- Z 
pletely equip; with ladders 12 yy "50 ft. = 
Top mounted Akron Deluge Nozzle 2000 gal 


capacity, 200 gal. booster tank, Dual rear tires, 
221’ wheel base. For further details write: 
Wm. T. Muldrew, Pres., Independent Fire Co. 
#2, 609 Greenwood Ave., Jenkintown, Penna. 


ereveaeveceaennneentvasaann 
vunnennannens 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


the loss, principally to the kitchen and 
banquet room, at $200,000. The Bel-Air 
Country Club is a favorite haunt oi 
Hollywood stars. One official agency 
estimated the St. George loss at be- 
tween $75,000 and $100,000. 

Following is the log of alarms for the 
St. George Hotel fire which Chief Al- 
derson marked a third alarm: 


Fire Department Response 


N 


:47 


~ 


a.m. Telephone alarm of fire at St. 
George Hotel, 115 East Third 
Street. Engines 7, 24 
Trucks 4, 24; Salvage 24; 
Squad 23; Battalion 1. 

Radio call for two ambulances 
by Squad 23. 

Radio call for one engine and 
one truck by Battalion 1. 
Westlake sent Engine 16 and 
Truck 11. 

Radio call for two additional 
trucks by orders of Division 3. 
Truck 28 and 10. 

Radio call for two additional 
engines by -— of Division 
3. Engines 28, 23 


3 a.m. 


2:55 a.m. 


- 


2:57 a.m. 


3:03 a.m. 





Closing date for copy 25th of month 
preceding date of issue. 





FOR SALE 


RESCUE-AMBULANCE under $3,000 
Chevy Suburban (similar to panel truck), indi- 
vidual owner leaving for service. Equipped for 
all types of rescues: springs modified for smooth 
ride, capacity 3 litters, Leece-Neville 100 amp. 
generator with 110 .V AC transformer for flood- 
light and power tools, ambulance sponge rubber 
roll-in cot, roof vents, electric road sanders, 2 
heaters. INCLUDES but available without: 
Sireno R2R, Motorola 2-way Sensicon, Porto- 
Power 10-ton hydraulic ram set, built-in P.A 
system, Oxygen inhalator and Kreiselman hand 
resuscitator, fire extinguishers, folding stretchers, 
block and tackle, ete. Contact for details and 


Sept. "51 


= DEMONSTRATION: J. P. Stern, 100 Forest 
= Ave., New Rochelle, N. YY. Phone NE 6-3867 
or NE 6-1519. 
FOR SALE 


New and used parts for American-LaFrance and 
Seagrave up to and including 1927. Two new 
lirect drive 250 G.P.M. Front end pumps 
Exchange and re-build pumps any make 
FRENCH 


J.-E { 
P.O. Box 241 Tulsa, Oklahoma 


WANTED 


Leading Eastern Fire Apparatus Manufacturer 
has valuable franchise opportunities for Ohio, 
Michigan, and Pennsylvania territories. If you 
are in the fire equipment business and can handle 
an apparatus line, we have a lucrative proposition 


= Write full details to Box 320, c/o FIRE ENGI- 
= NEERING, 24 W. 40th St., New York 18, N. Y. 
FOR SALE 


1 Ahrens Fox Piston Pumper—750 gallons—Year 
1927—in perfect condition. Can be seen at Law- 
rence-Cedarhurst Fire Department. Can be deliv- 
ered immediately. Submit all bids in writing to 
the Lawrence-Cedarhurst Fire Department, 75 
Washington Avenue, Lawrence, L. I., New York. 
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Heneeauonceneon eee orsenenennanessceveneanseenineneneaeotananyitt ' 


MANUFACTURER'S 
REPRESENTATIVES WANTED 


One gf the established manufacturers of quality 

fire truck pumpers, hose and allied products, 

= desires aggressive and dependable regional sales 
representatives. Several excellent territories open. 

= Write to: CENTRAL FIRE TRUCK CORP. 

= c/o Mr. H. J. Rush, Sales Manager 3 

; 4437 Manchester Avenue E 

St. Louis 10, Missouri 


“ vnsnenent 
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PROTECT 


YOUR EQUIPMENT 





Flash 'N Wag 


Flashing, oscillating WIG-WAG Redhead 
beam quickly clears the driver’s side of the 
road as well as warning those approaching. 
Sends powerful signals 1,000 ft. 

ahead. Visible for miles. 
Safer, faster, quieter 
runs. 6” ond 8” 
diameter 
sizes, 


CARP 


LEADS THE wo 

RL 
1N PORTABLE an. 
EMERGENcy FLOOD 
and SEARCHLIGHTS 









Write for Catalog showing many more Emergency Light 


CARPENTER MFG. COMPANY 


BC TON -45- SOMERVILLE, MASS 








the world's best 
LIFE NET 


in use in thousands of depart- 
ments—time tried and proven— 
as the best and fastest means of 
rescue. All drop-forged hinges, 
with spring recoil mechanism 
like that on modern artillery. 


Specify ATLAS LIFE NETS on 


all new apparatus! 
EQUIPMENT 


ATLAS si 


27 WARREN ST., NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 


SAFETY 




















| 3:09 a.m. 


Radio call for Rescue 3 
orders of Division 3. 

Engine 3 normally would be first due 
engine at the St. George fire but this 
manifold duplex was still overhauling 
the 330 South Broadway fire. All first 
alarm companies normally assigned to 
respond were occupied elsewhere and 
the initial assignment consisted of sec- 
ond alarm companies. 


by 





a” 





| ; Persone in the News | 











Chief H. Strathearn Honored 


Chief Hobart Strathearn, 
of the Paterson, N. J. fire department, 
who has responded “on the bell” to 
countless fire alarms in his 30 years 
service, heard the bell sound again on 
April 3rd to honor him at a testimonial 
dinner staged by some 600 of his friends 
in and close to the fire service. 

Highlight of the night was the pres- 
entation of a 1952 Oldsmobile sedan 
to Chief Strathearn by Frank Dayton, 
president of the Firemen’s Mutual Ben- 


new head 


evolent Association. 
Chief Strathearn’s rise in the Depart- 
ment was traced in the March, 1952 


issue of this Journal. In those years of 
advancement, from June 1, ‘1922 to 
1952, Chief Strathearn created a world 
of friends, many of whom traveled from 
afar to join in his celebration. 
Other leading speakers, in addition to 
the Mayor, were Fire Commissioner 
James M. Dunn; Earl M. Steele, Fire 
and Police Commissioner and City Mag- 
istrate John A. Masiello. The _ toast- 
master was Captain Joseph Dayspring. 


Among the delegations was one of 
thirteen members of the New York 
Fire Department who presented the 
Chief with a pen and pencil set. 

Chief Greeley Feted 

More than 180 persons packed the 
vestry of Central Universalist Church, 
Yarmouth, Me., to pay tribute to 


Charles E. Greeley, retiring as fire chief 
of the Yarmouth Fire Department after 
50 years as chief and 66 years as a mem- 
ber of the department. 

The affair was a complete surprise to 
the veteran chief, who was honored in 
speeches by civic and visiting fire offi- 
cials, following a turkey dinner. Acting 
for the local fire department, Ray Storer 
presented Chief Greeley with $100 and a 
handsome table radio. Mrs. Ernest 
Winslow, for the Auxuliary, presented 
the retiring chief with a gift certificate 
for a new hat. A local laundry where 
Greeley was employed for 24 years, pre- 
sented a certificate entitling the Chief 
to free laundry and dry cleaning service 
the rest of his life. 

Lester C. Blake, past 
commander, American 
toastmaster. 


department 
Legion, was 


Barnwell, S. C., to Get Federal 
Aid for Apparatus 

The City of Barnwell, S. C., will get 
Federal Government aid to purchase 
fire equipment, including two fire trucks 
and a pumper, because of the increase 
in its population caused by the Atomic 
Energy Commission’s project nearby. 
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V 


The biggest and 
best value in the 
field! ... Complete 
with Skull Guard, 
Visor and Safety 
Helmet (can be 
used separately). 
Standard size, 
made to Navy 
specs. Treated for 
oil and gas fires. 
Fastest for rescue 
. . . safest for fire 
fighters. See your 
dealer or contact 
us. 





FIRE FIGHTING 


SUITS 


A Real 
Necessity 
in Every Department 


WRITE — WIRE — PHONE 


ABESTO - LEATHER 
GLOVE COMPANY 


49 ACKERMAN ST. BLOOMFIELD, N. J. 






In lots 











FIRE and POLICE 
UNIFORMS 


SHIRTS 
BADGES 
CAPS 
ACCESSORIES 









RUSSELL 
UNIFORM 


NEW YORK 








i RUSSELL UNIFORM CO. ‘ 
! 192 Lexington Ave., i 
: New York 16, N. Y. 
1 Please send free catalog checked below: i 
: 0 Fire Department Uniforms and ; 
1 Equipment i 
; C) Police Department Uniforms and 
1 Equipment { 
I 

j Mr. eee eee peor i 
IE. Miki, Bde citvku id seneceaaiaaieae } 
: Ee eee Zone... State I 














ce THE STRENGTH, . 
half the weight! 


-TRUDE 





HOSE COUPLING 







Plate X-329 


MADE OF BRASS ALLOY 


NON-CORROSIVE 


Here is the real practical answer to the Fire Chief's challenge for 


lighter weight with greater strength. The metal used in Elkhart’s 


X-TRUDE coupling is a special non-corrosive Brass alloy. Pro- 


cessed by extrusion, instead of casting, gives more strength and 


insures greater 


coupling—as light as aluminum—but made of brass... 


accuracy in machining. Elkhart’s X-TRUDE 


half the 


weight and twice the strength of brass couplings in service today. 


Available in 244” (three lug type) and 114” (two lug type) 


Double Jacket Fire Hose Sizes. 


ELKHART BRASS MFG. CO., INC. 


ELKHART, 


Write for Descriptive Literature. 


INDIANA 
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Supplied in 
2 5 or 40 
IMPERIAL 
GALLONS 
CAPACITY 









































Nicerol is supplied in 
heavy gauge steel 
drums designed for 
quick release and clean 
pouring. 


* 


Nicerol can be used in 
any type of mechanical 
foam or air foam ap 
paratus. In this case 
a base injection type 
in-line inductor is be 
ing operated 


* 


The secret of Nicerol 
effectiveness lies in 
the small bubble for- 
mation. It creates a 
tough, efficient blank 
et. 3 gallons of Nicerol 
and 100 gallons of 
water will produce 
over 1,100 Imperial 
vallons of foam 


The above petrol 
oil blaze was x 
tinguished in a matter 
of seconds by a nor 
mal mix of Nicerol 
Foam Compound 








Meet the hazard of fire with Nicerol, the foam compound that 
kills any oil or petrol fire quickly and absolutely. Nicerol is a 
concentrate, producing a heavy type foam of closely-knit small 
blanket 
It is characteristic of 


over the 
Nicerol 
Foam that it flows with the fire and is highly resistant to flash- 
back or re-ignition. 


bubbles which form a tough, vapour-tight 
surface of burning oil or petrol. 


It can be used successfully in any type of 
mechanical foam or air-foam appar- ; 

The Royal Navy and _ the 
atus - Royal Air Force use it and so 
do Oil Companies, Fire Equip- 
ment Manufacturers, Civil Air 
Lines, several Commonwealth 
and Foreign Government de- 
partments, and Fire’ Bri- 
gades throughout the world 
What better recommendation ? 


NICEROL LIMITED, LISBURN, N. IRELAND 


Tele phone 


is equally effective with salt 
water or fresh and can be stored for 
vears without deterioration. 


TRADE ENQUIRIES INVITED 


For further particulars, samples, catalogues, etc.:— 







Lisburn 2027 Telegrams: Nicerol, Lisburn. 














New Orleans 
chooses 
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This new FWD will protect valuable woter- 
front facilities as well as the mony architec- 
turally famous buildings in New Orvlears. 
Traction problems cre frequently encountered 
in this orea, but FWD pumpers are never 
hampered by these conditions. Thot's why 
New Orleans chose an FWD. 








) 


a 
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New ORLEANS -F.D. 










The New Orleans fire department selected a Model F75T with a 200-gallon boos 
tank. It is equipped with a 2-stage centrifugal pump, delivering 750 gpm. Ho 
reel capacity: 200’ of 3/," hose. Also included: 2 lengths hard suction hose ( 
x 10°) plus auxiliary equipment. 


Choose the Added Protection of Extra Traction to protect your community i 





See the types of FWD equipment selected (= 





Throughout the nation, the trend is to FWD Fire Engines. In both rural and urban by scores of communities. Write for the 

. as : — mew book — “FWD Fire Engines."" It 
communities, crews know they can depend on four-wheel-drive traction to help save time pictures ond describes the types of FWD 1 
on every run. FWD provides maximum safety for crews, equipment and other vehicles. equipment selected by many typical pro- 
eae . ‘ a ate gressive communities. Helps you select 
FWD equipment and accessories also deliver extra action and dependability at the blaze. equipment for your specific needs. 


THIS IS WHY YOU NEED FWD EXTRA-TRACTION 





SAFER CONTROL IN TRAFFIC — REACH OUT-OF-THE-WAY FULL CONTROL ON SNOW AND STEEP GRADES, MUD, SAND 
Start faster, Positive control per- PLACES — Get through to water ICE — With front wheels pulling OBSTACLE — Drive hub de 
mits greater speed. Avoid acci- supply in hard-to-reach sections. and back wheels pushing—drive through sand or mud. Pull 
dents because 4-wheel-drive as- Drive over terrain that stops the swiftly, safely over icy or snow- steep, slippery grades witho 
sures superior steering. conventional fire truck. blocked streets and roads. losing speed. Save valuable ti 


Built by the Makers of America’s Foremost Heavy-Duty Trucks 
THE FOUR WHEEL DRIVE AUTO CO., CLINTONVILLE, WIS., Canadian Factory: KITCHENER, ONT 
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